


Arizona 
BingoPalooza
Ak-Chin Elder Center  and 
seniors are invited 
to participate in a 
FREE  upcoming  community 
event -- Arizona BingoPalooza 
Festival  on October 18, 2022 
at 10 am (AZ). 

This is an AZ Statewide 
Bingo Tournament, where 
seniors and recreation centers 
connect across Arizona to 
raise awareness about social 
isolation amongst older adults 
but in a fun and exciting way 
-- by playing Bingo! 

Last year, we set a Guinness 
World Record for the most 
players via livestream. 

This is a 
Statewide  Bingo  tournament! 
First of its kind and the launch 
of an annual tradition. Think 
-- an annual Coachella for 
seniors :) 

Hundreds of players and 
different centers will 
be connected from all 
across Arizona to play up to 10 
rounds of bingo, win amazing 
prizes, and enjoy goodie bags 
at the center. 

The sponsors hope to highlight 
center stories, discuss 
community wins against 
social isolation and a few brief 
educational messages.

ELDER CHAIR YOGA W/CHRISTY
*Caregivers of Elders & Grandparents 

Raising Grandkids are welcome to join*

EVERY MONDAYS &THURSDAYS @ 9AM

Please call Marissa or Sonia at the Elder Center, 
@ 520-568-1760 for any questions or to sign up. 

Transportation will  be provided.

COMMUNITY 
MEETING

6PM
September 

26, 2022
For more information 

please call (520) 
568-1000.

16 Overnight Oats, 
Boiled Eggs, Toast, Fruit 
| Broccoli Soup, Ham 
Sandwich, Fresh Cut 

19 Egg and Ham 
Sandwich, Yogurt, 
Granola, Fruit | 
Red Chili Stew w/ 
Potatoes, Carrots, 
Romain Salad, 
Chumath, Pineapple

20 Rice Pudding, 
Boiled Eggs, Toast, 
Strawberries | Chicken 
Enchiladas, Mexican 
Rice, Pinto Beans, 
Apples, Raisin Oatmeal 
Cookies

21 Biscuits and 
Gravy, Scrambled 
Eggs, Grapes | Black 
Eyed Peas, Pork Chop 
(D), Sautéed Spinach, 

Roasted Vegetables, 
Wheat Rolls, Grapes

22 Omelet, Toast, 
Muffin, Mix Fruit | 
Chicken & Rice, 
Normandy Vegetables, 
Corn, Watermelon

23 NARD Holiday-
Elder Center Closed

26 Cream of Wheat, 
Boiled Eggs, English 
Muffin, Fruit | Pork 
Chop Smothered, 
Mashed Potato, Beet 
Greens w/Bacon, Apple 
Sauce

27 Chilaquiles, 
Scrambled Eggs, Beans, 
Fruit | Tofu Taco 
w/Bell Peppers & 
Avocado, Sautéed 
Cabbage, Wild Rice, 

Fruit Cocktail

28 Scrambled Eggs, 
Sausage, Potatoes, 
Toast, Fruit | Chicken 
Parmesan, Green 
Beans w/Bacon & 
Mushrooms, Peas, 
Peaches

29 Oatmeal, Boiled 
Eggs, Toast, Fruit | 
Carne Asada & Bean 
Burrito, Zucchini & 
Corn, Pumpkin Bar– 
Apples

30 Potatoes with 
Chorizo, Beans, 
Tortilla, Muffin, Yogurt, 
Granola Bar | Indian 
Tacos, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Cheese, Green Beans, 
Jell-O, Oranges
  

Elder September Breakfast-Lunch MenuElder September Breakfast-Lunch Menu

** Menu items subject to change**

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY ELECTION

The 2022 Community Election will be held on Saturday, November 
19, 2022, at the Ak-Chin Gym.  The polls will open promptly at 6:00 
AM and close promptly at 2:00 PM.  This election will be to elect 
members to serve in the three (3) Council Member positions, as 
the terms of Lisa Garcia, Delia M. Carlyle, and Octavio Machado, 
will expire.

NOMINATIONS

Nominations are sought for Ak-Chin members who are interested in 
being a candidate to serve on the Community Council for a four (4) 
year term commencing in January 2023.  

Nomination Forms will be available at the Ak-Chin Tribal 
Headquarters through Vicky Smith or Mercedes Rivera, beginning 
Friday, August 19, 2022 through Monday, September 19, 2022 
between the hours of 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  Members may self-
nominate.  Candidates who are not self-nominated must accept the 
nomination in writing and the acceptance must be notarized.  All 
Nomination Forms must be completed and received by not later 
than 5:00 PM on Monday, September 19, 2022.  Nomination Forms 
must be returned to Vicky Smith or Mercedes Rivera at Ak-Chin 
Tribal Headquarters.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT ALL CANDIDATES SHOULD BE INFORMED 
OF THEIR NOMINATION PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THE NOMINATION 
FORM.

AFFIDAVIT OF QUALIFICATIONS

All candidates will be required to sign a notarized Affidavit of 
Qualifications for Community Council Member. Affidavits will be 
available at the Ak-Chin Tribal Headquarters Office through Vicky 
Smith or Mercedes Rivera, beginning Wednesday, September 14, 
2022 through Monday, September 19, 2022, between the hours of 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM. Affidavits must be completed and turned in 
no later than 5:00 PM on Monday, September 19, 2022. 		
	

ALL CANDIDATES MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS:

(a) is currently an enrolled member of the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community and has been an enrolled member 
of the Ak-Chin Indian Community for at least one (1) 
year immediately preceding the date of the election, 
where such membership is not based on adoption under 
Section 2 (b) of Article II of this Constitution, AND
(b) is at least twenty-five (25) years of age, AND
(c) has been residing on the Ak-Chin Indian Reservation or 
on land owned in fee by the Ak-Chin Indian Community, 
for at least one (1) year immediately preceding the date 
of the election, AND
(d) has never been convicted of a felony or of a 
misdemeanor involving dishonesty in any tribal, state or 
Federal court or of an offense which would constitute a 
felony or a misdemeanor involving dishonesty under the 
laws of Arizona.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Any eligible voter who wishes to vote early or who expects to be 
absent from the Reservation on any election day, or who expects 
to be physically unable to go to the voting place on such day, 
may request an absentee ballot by either appearing in person as 
instructed below or by sending a letter to the Community Election 
Board at 42507 W. Peters and Nall Road, Maricopa, Arizona 85138. 
Absentee Ballots may be requested in-person from Vicky Smith or 
Mercedes Rivera at the Ak-Chin Tribal Headquarters Office beginning 
Thursday, October 20, 2022 through Monday, November 14, 2022, 
between the hours of 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Absentee ballots may be returned either in-person or by mail.  
Absentee Ballots which are returned by mail must be notarized and 
postmarked no later than Monday, November 14, 2022.  In person 
drop off, of Notarized Absentee Ballots, must be turned in no later 
than 5:00 PM on Friday, November 18, 2022. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 5 of Article III of the Constitution provides that the 
members of the Community Council shall obtain the training 
required to properly perform their duties including, but not limited 
to, training on financial management and the conduct of meetings. 

CODE OF ETHICS

Council Members are subject to a Code of Ethics, which is adopted 
pursuant to Section 8 of Article III of the Constitution.

ELIGIBLE VOTER LIST

Copies of the Eligible Voter List will be posted at the following 
locations: 

Community Headquarters Office
Vekol Market
Justice Complex
Service Center
Him-Dak Museum

Members are encouraged to verify that their name is on the Eligible 
Voter List.  If your name is not on the Eligible Voter List and you 
think it should be, contact the Enrollment Office at (520) 568-1029. 
In order to be on the Eligible Voter List you must be 18 years of age 
or older and be an enrolled member of the Community on or before 
Election Day. 

EXAMPLES OF QUALIFIED/DISQUALIFIED VOTES

QUALIFIED - Any ballot with at least one (1) vote.
DISQUALIFIED - Any ballot with more than three (3) votes.
NO WRITE - INS

PARENTS – CHILDREN WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN OR NEAR THE 
VOTING POLLS.

Community members with questions about the Election Ordinance 
or the election process (including the candidate nomination 
and qualification process) may contact the Election Board at 
akchinelectionboard@ak-chin.nsn.us.

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
42507 W. Peters & Nall Road · Maricopa, Arizona 85138 · Telephone: (520) 568-1000 · Fax: (520) 568-1001

It’s FREE for centers and 
individuals to participate in 
the Arizona BingoPalooza. 
Thanks to event sponsor 
WellCare.

Televeda will provide all the 
IT support your Center needs 
from Prizes, to Goody-bags for 
all attendees, to Food & tech 
set up, etc. 

In a fun Oscar-style award 
presentation, Centers can win 

super fun awards such as “Most 
Fun & Fabulous Center 
in  Arizona”, “Friendliest 
Center in  Arizona”, “Best 
Decorated Center in Arizona” 
and many more.

If you are interested in 
participating in the Arizona 
BingoPalooza Festival on 
October 18, 2022 please 
contact the Ak-Chin Elder 
Center at 520-568-1760.

2 September 16 - October 6, 2022



AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL ON DESIGN-BUILD FOR 

3 HOMES – BEDROOM ADDITIONS &
3 HOMES -- HANDICAP BATHROOM CONVERSION/

ADDITION

The Ak-Chin Indian Community (hereafter called the 
“Owner”) invites all General Contractors to submit 
proposals on a Design Build Contract. This project is to 
design and construct bedroom additions on scattered 
homes in the Ak-Chin Community.

A MANDATORY PRE-BID VIRTUAL meeting is scheduled 
for 2:00 p.m. (MST) on Monday, September 19, 2022, 
by WebEx. To register for a WebEx invitation email 
Fhowerton@ak-chin.nsn.us, by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
September 16, 2022. This meeting is considered 
mandatory, and in this meeting the project scope 
will be discussed.  If you do not attend this pre-bid 
meeting your proposal will NOT be accepted.

Deadline for any questions regarding this project will 
be 5:00 p.m. (MST) on Wednesday, September 21, 
2022. Proposal questions should be directed to Flora 
Howerton at FHowerton@ak-chin.nsn.us.  Also, Cc: 
Project Manager, Casey Turgeon at CTurgeon@ak-
chin.nsn.us.

The Owner will receive Competitive Bid Proposals 
until 12:00 p.m. (MST) on Thursday September 22, 
2022 at the Tribal Purchasing Department located at 
42507 West Peters & Nall Road Maricopa, Arizona 
85138.  Proposals received after the specified date 
and time will be rejected and returned unopened.  

This invitation is unrestricted; however, preference 
will be given to Indian Organizations and Indian 
Owned Enterprises in accordance to the Community 
Procurement Procedure. Request for Proposals 
(“RFP”) instruction/information package and related 
information may be obtained from the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Purchasing Office, 42507 West Peters 
& Nall Road, Maricopa, Arizona 85138, and may be 
requested by electronic mail at FHowerton@ak-chin.
nsn.us.

The Owner reserves the right to reject, any and all 
bids. However, the Ak-Chin Indian Community at its 
discretion may postpone said action for such time as 
the Tribal Council may designate, as the interest of 
the Community may require. 

No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) 
days subsequent to the opening of Bids without 
consent of the Owner.

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
Capital Projects
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Education, Him-Dak, Library, 
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The Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner is published on the 
first and third Friday of 

each month. 

The “Runner” is delivered 
to all residents and 

departments of the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community, as well 
as surrounding community 

businesses, interested groups 
and subscribers.

All information and original 
work contained in this 

newspaper is copyright and 
may not be reproduced 

without written permission 
from:

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes 
may be phoned in, faxed  

or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS, 
STORIES

The Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner is a Community 

Newspaper and encourages 
Community involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, 
poems or a great story that 

you would like to share, 
please contact us so we 
can include it in “YOUR” 

newspaper. Also, if you have 
suggestions or comments 

about “YOUR” newspaper, 
let the Runner Staff know 

that too. 

All submitted letters MUST 
be signed by the author and 

are limited to 200 words. 
Authors must also include 
their name, address, and 

phone number. Names can 
be omitted by request. 

Anonymous submissions will 
not be accepted. 

We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted material for 

clarity, grammar and good 
taste. All submissions should 

be received as typed or 
non-cursive writing.  Please 

do not submit UPPERCASE or 
formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need a 
return address and brief 

description. Pictures with no 
address will remain on file. 
Allow 2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2022 Subscription rate is 
$33.75. If you would like 
to receive the “Runner” by 

mail, please send a $33.75 
check/money order to: 

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Make check/money order 
payable to: 

Ak-Chin Indian Community

DEADLINE
Don’t forget the 

DEADLINE for the 
October 7 - 20, 2022 

issue is due by
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30TH

Please submit all 
announcements, wishes, etc. 

no later than 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30TH

Material submitted after the
SEPTEMBER 30TH DEADLINE

cannot be guaranteed 
placement. If appropriate 

and relevant, it will be 
included in the next issue.

Due to the Native American day 
Due to the Native American day 

holiday, there will be no trash 
holiday, there will be no trash 

picked up on friday, 
picked up on friday, 

September 23RD. 
September 23RD. 

Instead, trash will be picked up 
Instead, trash will be picked up 

on THURSDAY, September 22nd.
on THURSDAY, September 22nd.

Phoenix, AZ – The 
Arizona Indian Gaming 
Association (AIGA) 
joined leaders from 
the AkChin Indian 
Community, San Carlos 
Apache Tribe, and White 
Mountain Apache Tribe 
to hear the gubernatorial 
candidates discuss their 
policy priorities ahead of 
the November general 
election.   
 
The Arizona 
Gubernatorial Candidate 
Forum, hosted by the 
Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry on September 
7, featured Arizona’s two 
candidates for governor, 
Democratic candidate 
Katie Hobbs and 
Republican candidate 

Kari Lake.  
 
“Arizona’s Tribal 
communities are 
invested in the upcoming 
election cycle. We want 
to ensure that issues 
are being addressed 
and considered by the 
candidates, particularly 
at the gubernatorial 
level,” said Robert 
Miguel, Ak-Chin Indian 
Community.  “Developing 
Tribal-State relationships 
is important especially 
when we work to protect 
Tribal Gaming.” 
 
Arizona has more 
Tribal Land than any 
other state, comprising 
about 27 percent of the 
state’s land base. AIGA 
provides a unified voice 

for Member Tribes and 
serves as an educational, 
legislative and policy 
resource for Tribes, 
policymakers and the 
public.  
 
AIGA is committed to 
advancing the lives 
of Indian peoples – 
economically, socially 
and politically – so 
Indian Tribes in Arizona 
can achieve their goal 
of self-reliance. For 
more than 20 years, 
shared revenues from 
Tribal Gaming, totaling 
more than $1.87 billion, 
have been invested 
in Arizona to improve 
education, health care, 
conservation, and the 
economies of local 
communities.

Arizona Tribal Leaders Focus on Policy 
Issues Ahead of the November Election

Representatives of the Arizona Indian Gaming Association
attended the 2022 Arizona Gubernatorial Candidate Forum

Right: Chairman Miguel in front of the 
White House.

Inflation Reduction continued from Front

will reach 
communities across 
Arizona”

Chairman Miguel 
was shocked and 
humbled to receive 
the invitation from 
the White House to 
attend the celebration 
in Washington D.C.  

He was in awe being 
in such an historical 
place. “I believe 
that it is a great and 
historic honor to have 
Ak-Chin invited by 
the President of the 
United States and 
his Administration to 
participate.”



The 61st annual Miss Indian 
Arizona Scholarship Program 
will be held at the Chandler 
Center for the Arts on 
October 8, 2022 staring at 
6:30 P.M. This year’s theme 
is: “Celebrating Indigenous 
Resilience”. The program 
brings the rich history and 
culture of the Arizona tribes 
to the forefront and serves to 
enhance career opportunities 
and
produce role models who 
exemplify positive Native 
American values.

The eight young women from 

across the state vying for the 
2022-23 Miss Indian Arizona 
title are:
Cheyanne Ruth Begay, Navajo 
Nation
Kaitlyn Kaylee Dillon, San 
Carlos Apache Tribe
Lehuna Lani Dosela, Gila River 
Indian Community
Emile Eich, Navajo Nation
Manderee Jose, Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community
Sistine Lewis, Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community
Maria Pablo, Tohono O’odham 
Nation

Morgan Angel Smith, San 
Carlos Apache Tribe

The Miss Indian Arizona 
Association and the Inter-
Tribal Council of Arizona invite 
you to come out and support 
our young Indian women as 
they proudly display their 
talent, poise, grace, speaking 
ability and most importantly 
their tribal traditions on stage. 
This year the Association 
will be awarding $10,400 
in scholarship funds to the 
winners.

 Proof of Covid 19 vaccination 
shot/s and the wearing 
of masks are required for 
all participants and those 
attending the program. Free 
Covid-19 Testing will be 
available on site. Tickets can 
be purchased electronically at 
www.chandlercenter.org, in 
person at the Chandler Center 
for the Arts, 250 Arizona 
Avenue, Chandler, AZ. Box 
Office -480-782-2680.

61st Miss Indian Arizona 
Scholarship Program

Ak-Chin Parks �and Recreation

September Schedule
Hours of Operation 
Gym/Weight Room

M-Th 8am-9pm
Fri 8am-6pm 

Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm 
Pool M-F Closed 

Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm

Mondays:
Weight Room 8am – 9pm

Open Gym 8am-2pm, 4pm-5pm & 7:30pm-9pm
Gym Reserved 2pm-4pm
Game Room 3pm-6pm

Tuesdays:
Weight Room 8am – 9pm

Open Gym 8am-2pm & 4pm-9pm
Gym Reserved 2pm-4pm
Game Room 3pm-6pm

Zumba 6pm-7pm
Volleyball Open Gym 7pm-9pm

Wednesdays:
Weight Room 8am – 9pm

Open Gym 8am-2pm & 4pm-9pm
Gym Reserved 2pm-4pm 6pm -8pm

Game Room 3pm-6pm

Thursdays:
Weight Room 8am – 9pm

Open Gym 8am-2pm & 4pm-5pm
Gym Reserved �2pm-4pm & 6pm – 7:30pm

Game Room 3pm-6pm
Volleyball Open Gym 7pm-9pm

Fridays:
Weight Room 8am – 6pm

Open Gym 8am-2pm & 4pm-6pm
Gym Reserved 2pm-4pm
Game Room 3pm-6pm

CLOSED: Friday, September 23rd

Saturdays:
Weight Room 12pm – 6pm

Open Gym 12pm – 6pm
Gym Reserved 5pm-7pm

Pool 12pm – 6pm

Sundays:
Weight Room 12pm – 6pm

Open Gym 12pm – 6pm
Gym Reserved 5pm-7pm

Pool 12pm – 6pm

September 16 - October 6, 20224



Who can utilize Ak-Chin 
tribal transit services? 
Any individual seeking 
transportation to or from Ak-
Chin can utilize our services. 
This service is provided free 
of charge. Any individual 
seeking to ride alone must 
be over 10 years of age or 
accompanied by a rider over 
15 years of age. 
 
Where do I go to get on the bus?  

We come to your residence in 
Ak-Chin. We can pick up and 
drop you off curbside at your 
door.

My child is being sent home 
sick from school, can you 
provide transportation? 
Yes. Transit can provide 
services to and from Ak-Chin 
Preschool only. If they are 
under ten years of age then 
Transit will have to pick up 

an adult that you are sending 
first and then the child from 
school. If no adult is available 
to go to the school for a 
passenger under ten years of 
age, then we will be unable 
to provide transport.

Can I receive rides to work? 
Yes. We are open from 
7:00am to 6:00pm Monday 
through Friday. You can 
schedule up to seven days in 

advance.

Where can I go? 
Anywhere in Maricopa or Ak-
Chin as long as it is within 5 
miles of Ak-Chin boundaries. 
This includes shopping, 
dining, doctors’ offices and 
other appointments. Please 
note: Ak-Chin Tribal Transit 
will not go to residences in 
Maricopa at this time. Only 
Public destinations.   

How many times can I ride a 
day? 
At this time there is no 
limit to the amount service 
Ak-Chin Tribal Transit 
is willing to provide if 
it can be appropriately 
accommodated. Please call 
into dispatch and advise us of 
your needs. What if I need to 
cancel a ride? 
 You are urged to cancel 
a scheduled ride as early 
as possible. We ask for 
a 15-minute notice. If a 
15-minute notice is not given, 
you will be considered a no 
show. Reliable and on time 
transportation can be difficult 
to achieve when proper 
protocols are not followed.  

What are your hours of 
operation? 
Office hours are 7:00am 
to 6:00pm Monday 
through Friday. The Transit 
Department observes many 
Ak-Chin recognized holidays. 
If you have questions on 
whether or not Transit will 
be offering services on a 
particular day, please contact 
us.

How much notice do you 
need to schedule Transit 
Services? 
We recommend that you 
make your reservation at 
least 2 hours in advance of 
your requested pick-up time. 
You may make a reservation 
up to 7 days in advance. 
Last minute requests may 
be accommodated if the 
schedule permits but may not 
always be available. 

Can employees be picked 
up from one department 
and taken to another 
department? 
Yes. Please contact the Transit 
Department and schedule 
services. 

Are the Transit vehicles 
wheelchair accessible? 
Yes. Transit Staff are properly 
trained to provide this 
service to our residents. Each 
vehicle is equipped with four 
ratcheting WTORS and proper 
lap and shoulder restraints. 
Please let the Transit 
Department know over the 
phone if those services will 
be needed. 

What if I need services that 
are not currently being 
provided? 
If there is a service that 
you currently would like 
to receive and we are not 
providing it please let us 
know. The only way we can 
change our current structure 
and focus our services on 
the community, is to have 
feedback on what is really 
needed by the community.
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TO SCHEDULE A RIDE:
CALL: 520-568-1630
TEXT: 520-340-0382

Frequently Asked Questions

Legislation would improve 
tribal co-management and 
protect cultural sites
Washington, DC—The 
House Natural Resources 
Committee today held its first 
hearing on two bills designed 
to strengthen tribal co-
management of public lands 
and allow Tribes to weigh in on 
cultural sites protection.

The Tribal Cultural Areas 
Protection Act and Advancing 
Tribal Parity on Public Lands Act, 
introduced by Representative 
Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), have 
broad support from Tribes, 
Native organizations, and 
environmental groups.

“These bills address a 
significant gap in sacred 
sites protection,” said Judith 
LeBlanc (Caddo), executive 
director of Native Organizers 
Alliance. “Too often the fate 
of our most sacred places 
where we hold ceremonies, 
gather food and medicines, 
and get our drinking water, 
is controlled by whoever is in 
the White House. These bills 

codify the protections, like 
Tribal consultation, that are so 
important to protecting and 
maintaining sacred sites.” 

“When Tribes are not 
engaged in the planning and 
management of our ancestral 
lands,” said LeBlanc, “and 
when we do not have the ability 
to consent to their protection, 
development, or care, we are 
left to defend them through 
the court systems or direct 
action like at Standing Rock.” 

Among other provisions, 
the Tribal Cultural Areas 
Protection Act would: establish 
a national Tribal Cultural 
Areas System that consists of 
sites on public lands that are 
culturally significant to Tribes; 
direct land management 
agencies to identify potential 
tribal cultural areas; and 
empower Tribes to engage 
in co-management of public 
lands through cooperative 
management agreements 
with federal agencies. 
“Nobody knows our ancestral 
lands better than our own 

people,” said LeBlanc. 
“Incorporating Indigenous 
knowledge through co-
management will benefit 
everyone and helps us 
protect these places for many 
generations to come.”

The Advancing Tribal Parity 
on Public Lands Act would 
require public land managers 
to consult with tribal 
governments. As of now, they 
are only required to engage 
State and local governments. 
The legislation would also 
enable the purchase or 
transfer of public lands to 
Tribal nations, something that 
has only been available to 
State and local governments. 

“These are commonsense 
laws that should have been 
enacted long ago to uphold 
tribal sovereignty and honor 
the treaties,” said LeBlanc. “It’s 
past time that Congress take 
action to strengthen sacred 
sites protection by passing 
these two laws.”

Congress holds hearing 
on two bills to strengthen 
sacred sites protection

Reminder!Reminder!
The Runner will be closedThe Runner will be closed

September 23, 2022September 23, 2022



held at the Walter 
Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass 
Communication at 
Arizona State University. 

NAJA did a great job 
of getting Arizona 
tribes involved as they 
asked Gila River Indian 
Community Governor 
Stephen Roe Lewis to 
provide the welcoming 
and had the Gila River 
Basket Dancers and 
PeePosh Bird Dancers 
perform as well.

Another highlight was 
the entertainment for the 
closing ceremony and 
awards banquet which 
featured a very young and 
talented Pascua Yaqui 
Youth Deer Dancers 
and the White Mountain 
Apache Crown Dancers, 
featuring NAMMY 
nominee Joe Tohonnie 
Jr.

It was good to see so 
many Native Journalists 
in person after such a 
long dormancy and sit 
and learn from all the 
wonderful and inspiring 
sessions that were 
offered. 

Sessions were led by 
many Native media 
professionals as well as 
well-known mainstream 
media outlets. 

One session that really 
pulled on everyone’s 
heartstrings was about 
the Indian Child Welfare 
Act (ICWA) in Native 
Media. The session 
showed how Indigenous 
media coverage is 
changing the narrative, 
being more resourceful 
and accurate in telling 
these stories. 

There was also a 
documentary, Daughter 
of a Lost Bird, that shared 
two native women, who 
were actually a mother 
who was adopted by a 
non-native family and 
then put her daughter 
up for adoption, who 
was also adopted by a 
non-native family. Both, 
found one another and 
in doing so also found 
their native family and 
learned how to identify 
with their culture. 

It also exposed the 
history of Natives or 

“lost birds” who were 
adopted out before 
ICWA.

I was able to network 
with old journalist 
friends and meet many 
new young faces. I also 
caught up with former 
Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner Photojournalist, 
Chris Picciuolo, who is 
now working with Salt 
River O’odham Action 
News. 

He shared that he recently 
won the 2022 Best of the 
Desert Best Columnist/
Reporter- East Valley. 
Congratulations Chris!
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Artspace Projects, Inc. (Artspace) 
announces the launch of Pathways: A 
Native Space Initiative (Pathways). This 
cohort-based pilot program is designed 
to help build the capacity and leverage 
the existing assets of Native American 
arts and cultural organizations seeking 
to assess, expand, or develop art and 
cultural space in their communities.

Artspace’s goal is to create, foster, and 
preserve affordable and sustainable 
spaces for artists and cultural 
organizations. The history of Artspace 
is fundamentally about working across 
sectors and in collaboration with the 
greater creative communities. 

Through this collaboration, Artspace 
helps to provide the support structures 
necessary so that artists thrive and can 
contribute fully to the cultural, economic, 
and social wellbeing of their communities. 
Artspace will prioritize listening to, 
learning from, and working with artists, 
culture bearers, cultural practitioners, 
community leaders, foundation partners, 
and others as it launches and administers 
the Pathways program.

The influence that First Peoples Fund and 
Lakota Funds have had on Artspace has 
been instrumental in its work with diverse 
Native American organizations and Native 
communities looking for assistance with 
their space goals. 

Artspace recognizes First Peoples Fund 
and Lakota Funds as thought leaders in 
creating social and economic change 
by putting artists and culture bearers at 
the center of community development. 
It is with deep gratitude to First Peoples 
Fund and Lakota Funds that Artspace has 
been welcomed into this inspiring work 
in honoring the Collective Spirit© of the 
First Peoples of this nation.

The purpose of the Pathways program is 
to help advance art and cultural spaces 
in Native American communities, which 
serve as an essential form of infrastructure 
to sustain Native American artistic and 
cultural heritage. 

Pathways shares Artspace’s 40+ years 
of expertise in real estate development 
for the creative sector and integrates 
its experience in financing, fundraising, 
and facilities management to assist the 
program participants in developing and 
implementing appropriate development 
strategies for their own organizations. 
These strategies leverage existing cultural 
and creative assets to support the 
development and sustainability of arts 
and cultural spaces.

The Pathways Cohort is a 12-month 
virtual program consisting of ten Native 
arts and cultural organizations, beginning 
in December 2022 and running through 
November 2023. The capacity- building 
program consists of online meetings 
that are centered around the real estate 
development process. They include 
workshops, trainings, panel discussions, 
and one-on-one coaching sessions. 
Technical assistance will also be available.

To be eligible for the Pathways Program, 
applicants must meet the following criteria:

•	 The organization is within one of the 
following locations: Alaska, Arizona, 
British Columbia, Idaho, Minnesota, 
Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Southern California, South 
Dakota, Washington, or Wisconsin.

•	 The organization must have programs 
and a dedicated budget to support 
Native art and culture.

•	 The organization has provided arts and 
culture programming for at least three 
years.

Through a selection process, Artspace 
will invite ten organizations to be part of 
the cohort and participate in this virtual 
program. Applications will open September 
19th at 8:00 A.M. and will extend until 5:00 
P.M. (Central Standard Time) on November 
2, 2022. Applications can be accessed at 
www.artspace.org/pathways and must be 
completed through the online application 
system. 

In addition to completing the online 
application, applicants must also provide 
organizational budget and board member 
information (if applicable). Select 
finalists will move to an interview round. 
Successful applicants will be notified of 
their acceptance by November 22nd. More 
information and application guidelines 
can also be found at www.artspace.org/
pathways or by emailing pathways@
artspace.org.

Artspace is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to create, foster, and 
preserve affordable and sustainable 
spaces for artists and arts organizations. 

We work with organizations and 
municipalities to plan the spaces they 
need to deliver programs and services to 
their communities. Artspace combines 
real estate tools with an understanding 
of the creative sector to provide technical 
assistance, feasibility and market research, 
and coaching services to assist arts and 
cultural organizations with their unique 
space initiatives. Whether a mixed-use 
development or a long-term lease, we help 
our clients create sustainable, affordable, 
and equitable spaces. Currently, Artspace 
owns and operates 60 cultural facilities 
nationwide and delivers another cohort-
based capacity-building program that has 
been launched in seven core communities 
across the U.S.

Over the last four decades, Artspace has 
led an accelerating national movement 
of artist-led community transformation. 
While embracing the value the arts bring to 
individual lives, Artspace has championed 
the once-radical idea that individual 
artists experiencing financial hardship and 
chronically underfunded arts organizations 
can leverage fundamental social change. 
With headquarters in Minneapolis and 
offices in New York and Washington D.C., 
Artspace is America’s leading developer of 
art facilities and has served as a consultant 
to hundreds of communities and arts 
organizations nationwide. Additional 
information is available at www.artspace.
org.

Artspace Launches Program Focused on 
Supporting Native American Arts and 
Cultural Organizations to Assess and 
Develop Art and Cultural Space in their 
Communities

White Mountain Apache Crown Dancers perform 
at NAJA Awards Banquet.
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JOB OPENINGS

•	Airport Operations Technician

•	Detention Officer - Certified

•	Detention Officer - Non-Certified

•	Economic Development Analyst

•	General Worker

•	Network Systems Technician

•	Senior Planner

Please visit our website at  
www.ak-chin.nsn.us, for Job Openings, to 

review the job posting and apply.  If you need 
assistance, please call Human Resources  

at 520-568-1050.

9/17 
Michael Dudzinski,  

Fire & Safety

9/18 
Tamarita Ned,  

Human Resources

9/19 
Robert Miguel, Chairman 

Sonia Narcia, Elderly 
Andres Flores, TGA 

Daniel Gutierrez Flores, 
Parks & Recreation

9/20 
Matt Shepard,  
Fire & Safety 

Michael Baerg,  
Fire & Safety 

Clifford Myers, Safety

9/22 
Barbra Munoz,  
Law & Order 

Evagenlyn Romo, 
Maintenance 

Iris Smith, Elderly 
Monica Hall, TGA

9/23 
Cleo Pablo, Courts 
Brena Brosemann,  

Law & Order 
Jacob Dickerson,  

Fire & Safety

9/27 
David Sye, TGA

9/30 
Veronica Santiago, Retail

10/1 
Susan Peters, Courts

10/2 
Delores Hernandez, 

Maintenance 
Nikkol Martinez, TGA

10/3 
Diana Perez, Law & Order 

Victoria Smith, Government 
Earl Justin, Sanitation 

Justine Lopez, Maintenance

10/4 
Amy Rodriguez, 

Housing Department 
Patrick Garcia, Courts 

Loc Nguyen, Law & Order

10/5 
Corinna Velasco, Retail

Employee  Birthdays
Sept. 16th - Oct. 6th

September 1stSeptember 1st 
John Batopis 

Daniel Chavez 
Vanessa Soliz

September 2ndSeptember 2nd  
Jennifer Smith 

Bernadette White

September 3rdSeptember 3rd 
Theresa Ormsby 
Michelle Justin 

Kyla Narcia

September 4thSeptember 4th   
Bianka Stephens 
Tommy Jensen

September 5thSeptember 5th 
Dawson Allison 
Harrison Smith 

Philbert Narcia Sr. 
Robert Santos Jr. 
Patricia Thomas

September 6thSeptember 6th 
Marcelino Jacuinde 

Mila Aguilla

September 7thSeptember 7th 
Joseph Justin 

Gabrielle Compton 
Jorge Stephens 
Clayton Antone 

Matthew Manuel 
Randall Narcia

September 8thSeptember 8th 
Alana Oliver 

Darris Vincent 
Sylvia Gutierrez

September 9thSeptember 9th  
Kingston Narcia 
Linus Johnson 

Eleazar Baptisto 
Justin Zabawa, Jr.

September 10thSeptember 10th 
Steven Narcia 

Kelvert Joaquin

September 11thSeptember 11th 
Rope Justin 
Mary Narcia

September 13thSeptember 13th 
Lisa Matuz 

Tatum Campbell

September 14thSeptember 14th 
Lucy Antone 
Eva Romo 

Ember Navarrette 
ShaMarie Florez

September 15thSeptember 15th 
Stacie Antone 
Krislyn Pablo

September 16thSeptember 16th 
Fernando Smith, Jr. 

Angela Manuel 
Angelo Manuel 
Graham Smith

September 17thSeptember 17th 
Josiah Thomas 

Frederick Antone 
Rosalie Perry 

Stephanie Smallcanyon

September 18thSeptember 18th 
Danel Peters 
Isaiah Miguel 
Marin Lopez 
Rebecca Ruiz

September 19thSeptember 19th 
Andres Hernandez 

Sonia Narcia 
Joycelyn Kaniatobe 

Robert Miguel

September 20thSeptember 20th 
Riley Wilson 
Elijah Peters 
Kyren Antone

September 21stSeptember 21st 
Monica Noriega 

Dani White

September 22ndSeptember 22nd  
Shannen Smith 

Evangelyn Romo 
Gabriel Santiago 

Iris Smith

September 23rdSeptember 23rd 
Cleo Pablo 

Aurelia Dominguez 
Salmino Santiago 

Cecily Peters 
Jacob Dickerson Jr. 

Tracey Tallabas 
Nicholas Anderson

September 24thSeptember 24th 
Nevaeh Jensen

September 25thSeptember 25th 
Nakeasha White

September 26thSeptember 26th  
Lindsay Antone

September 27thSeptember 27th 
Adrian Garcia Jr. 

Alyssa Garcia 
Irene Arredondo

September 28thSeptember 28th 
Jason Kaniatobe

September 29thSeptember 29th 
Lily Garcia

September 30thSeptember 30th  
Veronica Santiago 

Kaleb Rivers 
Bryson Hazen 
Dominic Romo 

Elvia Castro 
Tyson Lopez

October 1stOctober 1st  
Joseph Antone 

Maynard Pablo Jr. 
William Martinez 

Damien Smith 
Eugene Peters Sr.

October 2ndOctober 2nd 
Elizabeth Valles 
Martin Castro 
Tanya Lewis 

Stella Makil White 
Jeaney Narcia 

Noemi Hernandez 
Nikkol Martinez 

Alison Miguel

October 3rdOctober 3rd 
Justine Lopez 
Elva Alarcon 

Earl Justin, Jr. 
Victoria Smith

October 4thOctober 4th 
Neveah Antone 
Amy Rodriguez

Gabriel Manuel

October 5thOctober 5th 
Dyon Aguilla 
Celia Medina 
Douglas Pablo

October 6thOctober 6th 
Ariana Bandin

Happy Birthday!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS OCT. 1-6

Angel Hoffman
Technician

Central Plant

New 
Employee

First Day of Fall
   Thursday, Sept. 22nd

REMINDERREMINDER
The next Runner 

submission 

deadline will be

FRIDAYFRIDAY
September 30thSeptember 30th

Happy Birthday to 
my son Eugene, Sr.

Love, Mom

Happy Birthday to 
my granddaughters 

Stephanie, Danel, Cecily 
and Amy and my grandsons 

Elijah, Oliver, Adrian, Jr.  
and Tyson

Love, Grandma

Happy Birthday Cecily  
and Oliver

Love your Family!!!

Happy Birthday 
Chairman Bob!!

Enjoy your  
special day 
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NOW PLAYING

Ticket sales:  
ak-chincircle.com/theater

ALL TIMES ARE PM 
UNLESS NOTED

THE WOMAN KING
Monday - Thursday: 

3:30 & 6:30
Friday:

 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
Saturday:

 1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
Sunday:

1:00, 4:00 & 7:00

PEARL
Monday - Thursday: 

3:00, 5:30 & 8:00
Friday:

12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00  
& 10:30

Saturday:
 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30  

& 10:00
Sunday:

12:30, 3:00, 5:30 & 8:00

BARBARIAN
Monday - Thursday: 

3:00, 5:30 & 8:00
Friday:

 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00  
& 10:30

Saturday:
 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30  

& 10:00
Sunday:

12:30, 3:00, 5:30 & 8:00

THE INVITATION
Monday - Thursday: 

3:00, 5:30 & 8:00 
Friday:

12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30  
& 10:00

Saturday:
 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30  

& 10:30
Sunday:

12:00, 2:30, 5:00 & 7:30 

BEAST
Monday - Thursday: 

  3:00, 5:30 & 8:00
Friday:

3:00, 5:30, 8:00 & 10:30 
Saturday:

 11:00am, 1:30, 4:00, 6:30 
& 9:00

Sunday:
  11:00am, 1:30, 4:00, & 6:30

BULLET TRAIN
Monday - Thursday: 

4:00 & 7:00
Friday:

 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
Saturday:

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
Sunday:

1:00, 4:00 & 7:00

DC LEAGUE OF  
SUPER-PETS

Monday - Thursday: 
3:00 & 6:30

Friday:
3:00, 6:30 & 10:00

Saturday:
11:00am, 2:30, 6:00  

& 9:30
Sunday:

11:00am, 2:30 & 6:00 

THOR: LOVE AND 
THUNDER

Monday - Thursday: 
4:00 & 7:00

Friday:
4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

Saturday:
1:00, 4:00, 7:00  

& 10:00
Sunday:

1:00 & 4:00

MINIONS: THE RISE  
OF GRU

Monday - Thursday: 
4:00 & 7:00

Friday:
4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

Saturday:
1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

Sunday:
1:00, 4:00 & 7:00 
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