
(MARICOPA, Ariz. 
March 31, 2026) 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
Casino hosted an evening 
of recognition, reflection 
and gratitude on March 

31, honoring the Ak-
Chin Indian Community 
Tribal Council leaders—
past and present—
whose vision and 
leadership have shaped 

one of the longest-
standing management 
partnerships in Tribal 
gaming.

The event brought 
together community 
members, leaders and 
casino team members to 
reflect on more than three 
decades of collaboration 
and shared success. 

The program included 
a welcome from Senior 
Vice President and 
General Manager 
Michael Kintner, 
followed by an 
invocation and remarks 
recognizing the many 
contributions of the Ak-
Chin Indian Community, 
its Elders, families and 
Tribal Council members.

“From the very 
beginning, our role has 
been to support and 
carry out a vision that 
belongs to the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community,” 
said Kintner. 

“When Harrah’s Ak-
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Celebrating 34 Years of 
Ak-Chin’s Him-Dak

Story and photos by Robert Miguel

Ariel Lopez and Maricopa 
A+ Archers Make History

Battle of the Nations Tourney

Recreation Department 
Easter Egg Hunt

Story and photos by Runner Staff

Story and photo by Megan Quintero

Ariel Lopez (#11) had a stellar season as a point guard and helped lead 
her A+ Charter Archers basketball team as they had a great 2026 season.

The Easter Bunny and children, have a wonderful time at the egg hunt.

Easter continues to Page 5

Ariel Lopez continues to Page 6

The Ak-Chin Parks & 
Recreation staff had 
Milton “Paul” Antone 
Memorial nicely 
decorated with signs 

and other settings to 
help celebrate and host 
the annual Ak-Chin 
Recreation Department 
Easter Egg Hunt on 

Saturday, April 4th. 

Many children arrived 
early in anticipation 
of the Easter Egg 

Him-Dak continues to Page 5

The Fred Lopez Group performs a traditional dance during the celebration.

Ak-Chin Men’s Basketball team proudly displays the Ak-Chin 
Tribal seal during Opening Ceremonies in Spokane, Washington. 

Story by Robert Miguel, submitted photos

Battle Tourney continues to Page 5

34 years, wow! That’s 
how long the Ak-Chin 
Him-Dak Museum has 
been celebrating their 
opening, with a day of 
traditional and culturally 
motivated activities 
throughout the years. 

On Saturday, April 
11th, the 34th Annual 
Ak-Chin Him-Dak 
Celebration, which was 
themed “Water and Our 
People” A Lifeline from 
our Past to Our Future”, 

began at 8:00 am with 
a run/walk, that had a 
starting point at the Ak-
Chin Judicial Complex. 
Runners advance first, 
before walkers took 
their journey, which 
concluded at the Him-
Dak Museum grounds. 

When the run/walk 
ended, young Jaxson 
Justin placed first in 
the men’s division, he 
was followed by Tyrone 
Foster who placed 

second and Aaron Peters 
claiming third place. In 
the women’s division, 
first place went to 
Angel Antone, second 
to Felippa Peters and 
third to Nicole “CoCo” 
Carlyle. Each received a 
gift card and medal for 
their accomplishments. 

Following a brief 
i n t e r m i s s i o n , 
performances began on 
the amphitheater’s main 
dance area. Up first was 

Heading into the 7th 
Annual Battle of the 
Nations Basketball 
Tournament in Spokane, 
Washington, the Ak-Chin 
Men’s basketball team 
was looking forward to 
putting in a solid and 

strong performance 
into one of the more 
prestigious Native 
American tournaments 
in the United States. 

The tournament took 
place April 9-12, 2026, 

with games held at the 
Hub Sports Center and 
the Warehouse, both 
located in Spokane, 
Washington. 

Ak-Chin was able 
to participate in two 

Ak-Chin member, 
Ariel Lopez and her A+ 
Charter Schools Maricopa 
Archers Junior High 
Girls Basketball team 
made history by being the 
first A+ Charter School 
to make it to the State 
Playoffs. 

A+ Charter School 
Maricopa secured a 
seed in the Canyon 
Athletic Association 
(CAA) Division I Junior 
High State Tournament 
playoffs. On March 2, they 
overcame Candeo Schools 

Peoria, with an upset win, 
19-16, advancing to the 
second-round.

On March 5, the Archers 
played against the Dream 
City Christian School 
from Glendale. 

The Archers played with 
incredible heart and 
determination, with the 
full support of community 
and friends behind them 
all the way. 

At the final buzzer, the 
young Archers left it all 

on the court, with the 
game’s final score, 13-39. 
The team’s overall record 
was 8 wins and 5 losses.

11-year-old Ariel, who 
is the daughter of Jose 
and Alexis Lopez, 
granddaughter of 
Gwen Pilone and great-
granddaughter of Carole 
Lopez and Evelina 
Manuel, was the starting 
point guard for the 
Archers. She averaged 6 
points, 2 steals, 4 assists, 
and 5 rebounds per game 
this season.

Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino 
Honors Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Leadership 
and Celebrates 31-Year 
Partnership

Harrah’s continues to Page 2

Daniel and Sylvia Antone with recognition 
plaques given to past Ak-Chin Council for 
their vision to open Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino. 

Photo by Megan Quintero



Elderly enjoy Easter Festivities at Elder Center
April 17 - 30, 20262

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Benefits of Celery: 
•	 Digestion and Gut Health

•	 Supports heart health and anti-inflammatory
•	 Contains antioxidants

•	 Contains nutrients for brain and mood support
•	 It’s 95% in water and high in fiber for hydrating and detoxifying

4/17
Migas (Scrambled 
Eggs with Corn 
Tortillas), Salsa, 
Avocado Slices, 
Fruit & Yogurt 

Elder Walks 10a

Spinach & White 
Bean Soup, Sweet 
Potato, Pork Chop 
& Mashed Potato 
(D), Fresh Peaches

4/18

4/19 4/20
Oatmeal, Boiled 
Eggs, Toast, Banana

Elder Talking Circle 
9:30a

Tuna or Chicken 
Sandwich, Green 
Leaf/Tomato, Chick 
Pea Salad, Pickle, 
Apple Sauce

4/21
Biscuits & Gravy, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
Grapes with Cottage 
Cheese

Elder Walks 10a

Potato Soup & 
Salad, Whole 
Wheat/White Rolls, 
Mandarin Oranges

4/22
Breakfast Tostadas, 
Avocado Slices, 
Salsa, Apples

Earth Day Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Casino 
10:30a – 2:30p

Hot Dog, Cole Slaw, 
Baked Beans, 
Cowboy Cookies/
Orange

4/23
Cream of Wheat, 
Boiled Eggs, Toast, 
Fruit

Squash Casserole, 
Romain Salad, Wild 
Rice, Crackers, 
Fresh Pears

4/24
Scrambled Eggs, 
Hashbrown 
Casserole, Bacon / 
Toast, Grapes with 
Cottage Cheese

Elder Walks 10a

Chicken Fried steak, 
Mashed potato, 
Green Beans, 
Biscuits, Ambrosia 
Salad/Apple

4/25

4/26 4/27
Tomato & Spinach, 
Egg Sandwich, 
Hashbrown, Apples 

Bar-B-Que Ribs, 
Plain Ribs (D), 
Carrots, Romain 
Salad, Corn 
Bread Muffins, 
Watermelon/Fruit 
Cup (D)

4/28
Oatmeal, Boiled 
Eggs, Toast, Banana

Elder walks 10a

Chicken & Sweet 
Potato, Over Brown 
Rice Bowl, Broccoli, 
Avocado, Jell-O/
Apple

4/29
Breakfast Burrito, 
Salsa & Sour Cream, 
Fruit Salad 

Black Eye Pea, 
Vegetable 
Barley Soup (D), 
Cauliflower, Moon 
Bread, Tropical 
Fruit

4/30
Bread Pudding, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
Bacon, Mixed 
Berries 

Tilapia or Baked 
Chicken, Acorn 
Squash, Peas, 
Grapes

5/1 5/2

Breakfast Served from 7 AM to 8:30 AM
Lunch Served 12 noon to 1 PM

Craft Room is OPEN from 8 AM to 3 PM

For Transportation Call Georgia at 520-568-1760
Call After Hours 24/7 – 520-858-5043
Menu Subject to Change Without Notice

April Elder CalendarApril Elder Calendar

Thursday, April 2nd, as everyone 
was gearing up for Easter 
Sunday the Ak-Chin Elder Staff 
had a fun Easter themed craft in 
mind for the elders to enjoy. 

The craft was to create a table 
piece, which consisted of a 

tin bucket, ribbon, styrofoam, 
flowers, plastic eggs, and bit of 
hot glue. In the end these ladies 
created some beautiful Easter 
bouquets for their tables! 

While elders were enjoying 
their delicious hamburger lunch 

from Vekol Market, a special 
guest stopped by to visit.

The Easter Bunny was hopping 
along to spread Easter cheer; 
handing out goodie bags and 
taking pictures before hopping 
back on the bunny trail.

After lunch, were able to take 
home some beautifully colored 
Easter eggs that the elder staff 
decorated just for them.

All in all, it was a good day to 
be at the Elder Center for the 
Easter festivities.

Photos (l-r): An 
egg-cellent exam-
ple of the finished 
Easter craft basket. 
Top: Mildred Narcia is 
trying to figure out the 
perfect placement for 
her flowers. Bottom: 
Rechanda Manuel is 
putting the last touches 
on her bouquet. The 
Easter Bunny hops in to 
greet everyone during 
lunch. Crates of bright-
ly colored eggs made 
for a beautiful display.

Story and photos by 
Runner Staff

Archived photo of casino groundbreaking, l-r: Delia Carlyle, Joseph 
Smith, Leona Kakar, Martin Antone, Sr. and Terry Enos.

Chin opened in 1994, it 
marked a defining mo-
ment—one rooted in 
leadership, foresight 
and a commitment to 
strengthening the Com-
munity’s economic fu-
ture for generations to 
come.”

Over the past 31 years, 
the partnership has re-
mained strong, grounded 
in trust, shared goals and 
long-term commitment. 

Several team members—
including members of the 
Ak-Chin Indian Commu-
nity—have been part of 
the organization since its 
opening, underscoring 
the deep and lasting con-
nections formed through 

the partnership.

“This is the longest man-
agement partnership in 
Tribal gaming,” Kintner 
added. 

“Together, we have built 
a thriving destination that 
welcomes guests from 
around the world while 
reflecting the culture, 
values and spirit of the 
Ak-Chin Indian Commu-
nity.”

A highlight of the eve-
ning was a special plaque 
presentation recognizing 
the families of former 
Tribal Council members 
whose support made 
leadership possible.

Harrah’s continued from Front

Plaques of gratitude 
were presented to 
the following Coun-
cilmembers and/or 
their family:
Daniel P. Antone 
Martin J. Antone, Sr.
Terry O. Enos 
Leona M. Kakar 
Daniel J. Lopez, Sr.
Joseph C. Smith 
Leo Thomas

William E. Strick-
land, Sr. was also 
recognized for his 
dedication to the 
Water Rights Settle-
ment.

ATTENTION
Community Members

Past Due Fines/Restitution
If you are delinquent on your fines/restitution, or not 

sure if you have an outstanding balance. Please contact 
the courts at (520) 568-1385 at your earliest conve-

nience to avoid the following penalties:
•	 Withholding of Annual Distributions
•	 Garnishment of Wages for those working within 

the Community

You can void any of the above 
collections by the following:

•	You may come and make a payment arrangement 
and must be consistent. 

•	You may come to the court and dispute the mat-
ter and request a hearing. 



Saturday April 4, the 
Phoenix 99s landed back 
in Maricopa for the 9th 
Annual Spot Landing 
Contest, which started 
at 9am and took place 
at the Ak-Chin Regional 
Airport. 

Three judges collected 
scores for the contest, 
based off of a painted 
diamond and lines that 
were depicted on the 
runway. 

The point system set up 
for the landing area was 
25 points for landing in 

the 75-foot area before 
the diamond, 100 points 
could be scored if pilot 
landed in the 15-foot 
diamond, another 50 
points could be scored 
if the pilot landed in the 
30-foot area before and 
after the diamond, and 
15 points for landing in 
the 75-foot area after the 
diamond. 

So, to put it in perspective 
the main goal was to stop 
in the 15-foot diamond.  

There were thirteen 
competitors in all, 

with each getting two 
attempts landing the 
perfect score, and about 
30 spectators cheering 
on the competitors 
throughout the day. 

Ak-Chin Airport 
manager, Tim Costello 
was asked how the 
event went, “From our 
perspective the event 
went really well. The 
weather was perfect with 
a light wind down the 
runway.”

Tim was also asked 
if he thought the spot 
landing was a hard task, 
“I know it’s a hard task. 
To get a pilot certificate, 
the student pilot has to 
demonstrate they can 
land on a spot that is 200 
feet long. 

Once they have the 
certificate, they may 
not practice the spot 
landing again. In this 

competition, the scoring 
area is 255 feet long. But 
the high scoring center is 
only 15 feet long. 

The winners would have 
scored by landing in this 
very precise, bullseye.  
This is coupled with 
the aircraft flying are 
moving at about 45 MPH 
at the time of landing 
and have different wind 
effects going on.   They 
would also need to be 
consistent --- get two 
good scores to win.” 

A little bit about the 
Phoenix 99s, they 
are a chapter of THE 
N I N E T Y - N I N E S , 
INC. an international 
organization of licensed 
women pilots from 44 
countries, that promotes 
advancement of aviation 
through education, 
scholarships and mutual 
support while honoring 
our unique history and 

sharing our passion for 
flight.

The Phoenix Chapter 
is part of the Southwest 
Section of the Ninety-
Nines with more than 
2,000 members and is the 
largest section (regional 
group) of the Ninety-
Nines, from Arizona, 
California, Hawaii 
Nevada and Utah.

The Phoenix 99’s host 
many events, including 
the Spot Landing Contest 
geared to bring pilots 
and their supporters 
together for a day of 
friendly competition, 
while honing in on 
their piloting skills and 
landing proficiencies. 
For more information 
on upcoming events 
or to find out more 
information about the 
Ninety-Nines, you can 
visit www.phx99s.org or 
www.ninety-nines.org.

On March 22, 2026, 
several HDS (Harrah’s 
Development System) 
Associates attended the 
American Indigenous 
Business Leaders (AIBL) 
Conference in Las Vegas. 

The 2026 AIBL  National 
Business & Leadership 
Student Conference, 
focused on empowering 
Indigenous students 
through financial 

literacy, professional 
networking, and 
developing management 
skills. It also featured 
student competitions and 
leadership workshops. 

HDS Associates, Misty 
Quintero, Johnny 
Perkins and Reginald 
(Reggie) Delores had the 
opportunity to participate 
in RES (Reservation 
Economic Summit) 

breakout sessions. 
In the session, “Modern 
Indigenous Cuisine: 
Storytelling, Sovereignty, 
& Scale”, it featured 
inspiring stories from four 
chefs. The chefs talked 
about their journey in 
culinary school, working 
in five-star Michelin 
rated restaurants and their 
obstacles during  2020 
with COVID in each of 
their businesses. 

Each Chef brought 
their stories back to 
their communities, how 
something simple as food 
can provide medicine in 
many different ways of 
healing, knowledge, joy 
and labor of love. 

The HDS Program not 
only provides work 
experience for qualified 
Ak-Chin tribal members, 
but it also provides a 
supporting role in the areas 
of professional training, 
leadership development, 

career growth, and cultural 
awareness. 
These skills were brought 
to life and out of the 
usual department meeting 
environment to be seen 
on a larger scale- the 
Associates observed 
student’s ability to conduct 
public speaking to a room 
of 200+ people. They also 
observed how supportive 
the panel judges were with 
their feedback during each 
competition. 

Each Associate observed 
how AIBL Chapters 
across Indian Country 
are finding ways to help 
their reservations with 
prepared business plan 
ideas, such as, assisting 
native businesses with 
online consignment shops 
to local coffee shops that 
offer hired student tutors 
for their college campuses. 

The conference was an 
encouraging and eye-
opening experience for 

the HDS Associates, 
the team is now looking 
forward to their continued 
participation with all 
future AIBL events. 

The Associates were asked 
what they learned, liked 
or how the experience had 
an impact, “I liked AIBL, 
there were a lot of different 
people talking about how 
they want to improve 
their community.” Reggie 
commented.

“AIBL impacted my life 
by knowing that more 
indigenous youth are 
trying their best to build 
a better community, than 
letting their rez continue to 
struggle.”, Misty shared.

“I learned that Natives 
have a lot of opportunities 
with events like AIBL/
RES, with networking and 
mentorships. The culinary 
breakout session pushed 
me to pursue my culinary 
career.” said Johnny.
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ARTWORK, LETTERS, 
STORIES

The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner 
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and encourages Community 

involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, 
poems or a great story that 

you would like to share, 
please contact us so we 
can include it in “YOUR” 
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If you have suggestions or 
comments about “YOUR” 
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their name, address, and 
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or formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need a 
return address and brief 
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Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
42507 W. Peters & Nall Rd.
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AK-CHIN INDIAN 
COMMUNITY
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included in the next issue.
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Phoenix 99 Spot Landing Contest

L-R: Jenni Lintz -Consolation, Wayden Bradley-
3rd Place, Logan Johnson-2nd Place, Chelsea 
Tasani-1st Place. (Submitted photo)

Logan Johnson landing a perfect 100 Points! (Photo by Megan Quintero)

Story by Megan Quintero

HDS Attends ABIL Conference in Las Vegas

L-R: Della Honie, Johnny Perkins, Misty Quintero, 
Reginald “Reggie” Delores, and Erica Oliver

Story by Megan Quintero, Submitted photo

April 10, 2026

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION NOTICE 
for WATER SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 

266 HOMES, AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY                                                             
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS

Project Description: 
This project will replace the water service lines between houses and 
the water mainline for 266 houses throughout the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community in Maricopa Arizona.  The service waterline replacement 
will include new service tap connection to the water mainline and 
installing new water meters.  The old service line will be disconnected 
and the old water meter will be removed.  The disturbed areas within 
the construction limits will be resorted to original position. 

Purpose of the Project: 
This project will replace the old service lines with new more 
dependable water service lines and new water meters. The project 
will improve the water service quality to the houses by minimizing 
water line breaks and repeated repairs on the old service waterlines. 

Safety Precaution:
During construction activities, residents should be careful around the 
construction areas and moving construction equipment.

Timeline of the Project: 
The project started construction March, 2026, and will continue for 
8 months. Currently working in Mesquite subdivision. Water service 
lines for several houses were successfully replaced. 
Flyer notices will be distributed to the individual houses prior 
to starting construction on the houses’ new water service lines 
replacement.   

Project Team: 

Owner/Applicant: 
Carlton Carlyle
Water Operation Manager 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Phone: (520) 568-1148 Design 

Engineer
Marcus Felter
Indian Health Service
Western Arizona District Office
Phoenix, AZ
Phone: (480) 280-6341

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
Capital Projects Office
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Batter up: T-Ball, Coach 
Pitch softball, and 
baseball is here
Story and photos by Kristen Villegas

The Ak-Chin Parks and 
Recreation has brought back 
T-Ball, Coach Pitch Softball, and 
Baseball for the youth from 3-12 
years old. Practice began on 
April 7, with the 3-5 taking to 
the field first for practice at 5 
PM. 6-8 Coach Pitch and 9-12 
Baseball followed taking place 
on their respective fields at 
Milton Antone Memorial Park.

Practice for each age group 
consisted of working on getting 

ground balls, batting, and 
running the bases.

The first games are scheduled 
for April 18, beginning at 9 AM 
starting with T-ball.  

If you have questions, please 
direct them to recreation staff 
at (520) 568-1740 and keep 
your eyes open for first games 
coverage in the next issue of 
the Runner.

Easter celebrations begin
Story and photos by Kristen Villegas

A surprise egg hunt was 
organized for the Ak-Chin 
preschool children on Thursday 
April 2. As each age group took 
their turns hunting for eggs, the 
Easter Bunny came by for hugs 

and photos with the kids. This 
day was one to remember with 
the many eggs, shared laughter 
and of course the Bunny himself.

Left: 
After all the 
eggs were 
collected, it 
was time for 
high-fives and 
photos with 
Mr. Bunny.

Right: 
Ximena 
was one of 
the many 
students to 
have a full 
basket of 
colorful eggs.

The kids scatter to see who could get the most eggs during the 4 year- 
old egg hunts.

Student Recognition 
Spotlight

Ak-Chin member Morgan Miller 
received a Perfect Attendance 
award for January, February, and 
March from Santa Cruz Elementary. 

Morgan was also the recipient of 
the PBIS ticket which translates to 
Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports. Students who 
received this ticket have followed 
school expectations and strive 
to be respectful, responsible and 
safe. 

Congratulations to Morgan Miller 
and her academic successes.

Morgan Miller is the daughter to 
Lisa and Russel Miller.

Submitted by Bojana Uzelac, Ak-Chin Education Student Advisor

What’s New: Library Services 
you need to know about

COMICSPLUS is one of the newest 
services provided to Ak-Chin members 
or Ak-Chin Indian Community library 
card holders. Similar to the Libby app, 
this platform offers several comics, 
manga, graphic novels, etc. for patrons 
using a library card. 

The great thing about this is there is not 
wait list to receive the book, you can 
read it right away. If you like to borrow 
more than one book, you’ll be happy to 
know there is no cap for borrows. 

How to sign up is simple, you can visit 
the website at https://login.librarypass.
com/ or download the app in the app 
store for IOS and Android. 

You will then search for the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community Library, enter your 
card number and then Boom! You have 
access to several different books.
Northstar Digital Literacy is a free 
training program that is available 
throughout the state of Arizona. 
Offering lessons in basic computer 
skills, internet, email, Windows 
programming, Mac OS usage, and 
Microsoft Word and Excel. 

This program is perfect for those who 
want to familiarize themselves with 
these programs or those who need a 
refresher on them. 

The Ak-Chin Indian Community library 
staff is also available to assist those who 
need help signing up. Sign up for your 
free Northstar account at this link.   
https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.
org  
Ak-Chin Location Pin: AN7G

For questions on these services, please 
contact the Ak-Chin Library at (520) 
568-1675.

Blackout poetry brings 
the creativity

A form of self-expression and 
storytelling, poetry is a creative 
style that knows no limits. Whether 
you’re into the likes of Sylvia Plath 
or modern poetry like Rupi Kaur; 
poetry does not have singular 
meanings; rather it allows the reader 
to interpret it to one’s choosing. 

This month is National Poetry 
Month and to bring this style of 
art to the community, the Ak-Chin 
Library hosted a blackout poetry 
session on April 9, 2026. 

What is blackout poetry? Using old 
pages from well-loved books and a 
black marker, you read through the 

page and select words or phrases 
that stand out. The marker is used 
to delete the words from the page. 

In this process the words you’ve 
selected create a poem. If you have a 
love for poetry, this was the perfect 
way to try your hand at it. 

The Ak-Chin Library always has 
exciting new programs for all ages, 
stay tuned for coverage on the 
National Library Week starting on 
April 20th.

For questions on these programs, 
please contact the Ak-Chin Library 
at (520) 568-1675.

Story and photos by Kristen Villegas



games, the first against 
a tough Eastern Band of 
Cherokee from North 
Carolina. Despite a valiant 
effort, Ak-Chin couldn’t 
overcome an early deficit 
against Carolina, who 
sported players who 
hovered around 6’5”, 
dominating the court.

The first-round defeat, 
placed Ak-Chin in the 
loser’s bracket, where 
they faced Suquamish 
of Washington state. 
The boys from the Vekol 
Wash, played a much 
better game and stayed 
within striking distance, 
but succumbed to defeat 
and was eliminated from 
tournament play. 

Despite the setbacks, the 
participation allowed Ak-
Chin representatives to 
explore various places of 
interest in Spokane, which 
eased the pain of being 
eliminated. 

Ak-Chin’s roster included: 

Alexander Lopez, Tommy 
Jensen, Marco Jensen, 
Victor Anderverde Jr., 
Samuel Justin, Omario 
Flores, Alex Antone and 
Justin Perillo. 

Usually, the tournament 
allows entries to only 64 
teams, but due to the high 
demand from more teams 
eager to participant and a 
waiting list the past few 
years, tournament director 
and founder, Jerry Ford-
Redbone, opened up 

twenty more spots this 
year, so a bracket of 84 
teams took to the courts. 

One of the more intriguing 
rules and guidelines of 
the Battle of the Nations 
tournament, is that tribal 
members can only play 
with the tribe they are 
enrolled in. Tribal IDs 
are verified at check in 
on the first day. At many 
tournaments, players can 
play with other tribes as 
long as they are enrolled 

with a Native American 
tribe.

An enticing incentive for 
making the journey to 
participate in the Battle 
of Nations tourney, are 
the awards and prizes 
given to the top four 
teams. Thousands of 
dollars, custom Pendleton 
jackets and a Bison skull 
trophy were the awards 
handed out at last year’s 
tournament.

Hunt on Saturday, April 
4th. 

Many children arrived 
early in anticipation 
of the Easter Egg 
hunt, along with the 
opportunity to enjoy the 
vendors and participate 
in activities available 
throughout the morning. 

Colored eggs, including 
prize eggs, were hidden 
throughout the main 
baseball field, softball 
field and an empty field 
in the northeast area of 
the park. 

After separating young 
participants in their 
respective age categories, 
the countdown was 
sounded off, and they all 
raced through the fields, 
gathering as many eggs 
as possible. Some ran so 
quick, that many of them 
passed on eggs that were 
visible and before them. 

It was a great site to 
see all enjoy collecting 
eggs, especially the 0- to 
4-year-olds, who were 
more curious as to what 
they were doing and why. 

Those with prize eggs 
went to the concession 
stand to redeem their 
prize and make their 
way to a decorated set 
up area where staff from 
the Ak-Chin O’odham 
Runner were set up to 
take family pictures with 

the Easter Bunny. 

Other attendees enjoyed 
the arts and crafts, face 
painting, egg coloring 
station, egg basket 
making, jumping castles, 
pickled slushes and 
plenty of music courtesy 
of MC/DJ Robert 
Miguel. 

Prior to the conclusion 
of the event, Recreation 
staff gave out food 
vouchers to Vekol Market 
to all who all attended. 
The event was another 
well-organized activity 
by Ak-Chin Parks and 
Recreation staff. 
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Him-Dak Celebration continued from Front Easter continued from Front

Ak-Chin Men’s Team from l to r: Alexander Lopez, Samson Justin, Omario 
Flores, Tommy Jensen, Victor Andaverde Jr., Alex Antone, Justin Perillo, 
and Marco Jensen.

Battle Tourney continued from Front

Spending time with the Easter 
Bunny are; Tommy Jensen, 
Jacolby King, Lynniece Andrews 
and Leanna Jensen. 

Jennifer Boehm of the Ak-Chin Fire 
Department, shows her skills as she 
carefully face paints a young child.

Boys and girls race their way towards eggs. Jaylene Lopez dips her 
egg in dye.

The Strong Water singers raise their 
fists following their finale song.

Felippa  and Aaron Peters enjoy arts 
and crafts during the celebration. 

Renee Boehm puts 
all the works into a 
hamburger order. 

Two spirited ladies 
“cumbia” to the music 
of the Juanios Boys.

Bernice Monte starts 
on a basket duirng 
her demonstration.

the San Juan Kualiya 
dance group. 

Hailing from the Ak-Chin 
Community, dancers 
featured young Miguel 
family members whose 
presentation immolated 
a square dance type 
of routine. During the 
last portion of their 
performance, the kids led 
a “gift give away”, where 
they held up gifts and 
encouraged attendees to 
come out and dance with 
them and receive the gift 
they held up. 

San Juan was then 
followed by the Strong 
Water Singers, who 
had representation 
from various Tribal 
communities throughout 
Arizona. Strong Water 
sang traditional Native 
songs while using a 
traditional and ceremonial 
drum. The songs that 
were performed offered 
support, prayer and 
strength to those who 
may be going through 
tough times, in particular 
in the sobriety area. 

The Fred Lopez Group 
featured traditional 
singers and young 
dancers who performed 
to culturally influences 
and teachings of the 
Tohono O’odham Nation. 
The young dancers 
performed in routine and 
each donned traditional 
dresses and dress shirts 
with traditional ribbons. 
The finale dance featured 
the popular “social 
dance” which brought 
out attendees to dance 
with the group. Fred 

Lopez, is the main radio 
personality and the voice 
of the Tohono O’odham 
Nation’s radio station, the 
O’odham Hewel Ni’ok. 

The Juanios Boys, 
a family band who 
performs a variety of 
songs of different genres, 
closed out the day’s 
performances. The group 
hails from the San Lucy 
District on the Tohono 
O’odham Nation. 

Throughout the morning 
and afternoon, those 
that attended the event, 
were able to enjoy 
demonstrators that 
included; Dwayne 
Antone and his acrylic 
painting, Bernice Monte 
and her traditional 
basketry making and 
bead work with Vera 
Pablo, all taking place 
inside the museum. Also 
in the museum, were 
arts and crafts and other 
activities that were hosted 
by museum staff. 

Outside, plenty of 
information booths 
were set up to hand out 
material, free prizes and 
gifts. Information booths 
included; Ak-Chin’s 
Language, Library, 
Environmental Protection 
and Police departments; 
Gila River HuHugam 
Heritage Center, San 
Xavier Co-Op and the 
Salt River Huhugam Ki. 

Craftwork booths 
included Hohokial, 
Adella Zabawa and Nui 
Notions. Food vendors 
were Elaina Enos who had 
frybread on their menu, 

and Adella Zabawa, who 
were selling hamburger 
meals. Jumping castles 
were also available for 
children, courtesy of 
Baba’s Bouncers. 

Prior to the start of the 
Him-Dak Celebration, 
Ak-Chin Tribal 
Chairman, Gabriel Lopez 
addressed the crowd by 
welcoming all to the 
community and for taking 
part in the celebration. 

Museum Director, Elaine 
Peters, also elaborated on 
the celebration and the 
history of the museum. 
During her address, she 
recognized two elders 
and asked for a moment 
of silence for the late 
Benedict Miguel (badt) 
and Melinda Pete (badt). 

Included in their 
performance, the 
Juanious Boys, dedicated 
a song “Indian Cowboy” 
to Benedict, who the 
Boys acknowledged as a 
family member of theirs. 

The Him-Dak staff 
would like to thank 
the following for their 
support and participation 
at this year’s celebration; 
Community Council, 
Fire Department, Police 
Department, Security, 
Health Education, 
Purchasing Office, Public 
Works, Maintenance, 
Transit, Sandy Kasik L 
& R Promotions, Marty’s 
Trophies, Tempe Camera 
and Lorelei White. 

This year’s t-shirt design 
was created by Waylon 
Antone.             



We asked Ariel to share 
a little bit more about 
herself, such as; who 
her biggest inspiration 
was, how long she’s been 
playing, how she became 
interested in the sport, 
what her favorite moment 
from the season was, and 
what her biggest goal is 
for next season. 

She started off by saying, 
“My Auntie Nini is 
my biggest inspiration, 
because she is a good 
point guard and a three-
point shooter. I also like 
watching her videos 
and my favorite one is 
when they won state 
championship.”

She also shared that she’s 
been playing since she 
was five years old! “My 
parents and my aunties 
made me interested 
in playing basketball, 
because I watched them 
play, and my favorite 
time was when we won 
our first playoff game and 
also celebrated together 
as a team.”

Ariel’s biggest goal for 
next season is “to win 
state championship!” 

“Ariel Lopez had an 
outstanding season for 
our A+ Charter Junior 
High girls’ basketball 
team.” Coach Dee 
expressed. “From the 
very beginning, she 
stepped into a major role, 
competing as a fifth-grade 
player against opponents 
often twice her age. 

Despite that challenge, 
she earned the starting 
point guard position and 
handled it with poise, 
confidence, and maturity 
well beyond her years. 

Ariel consistently 
demonstrated strong 
leadership on and off the 
court, always encouraging 
her teammates and 
helping set the tone for 
our team’s effort and 
sportsmanship. Her work 
ethic, composure, and 
team-first mindset are 
exactly why we selected 
her as our assistant co-
captain. Ariel’s growth 
this season and her ability 
to lead while competing 
at a high level made her 
an invaluable part of our 
program. 

In addition to her on-
court performance, 
Ariel’s attitude and 
coachability set her 
apart. She consistently 
demonstrated a 
willingness to learn, 
improve, and support 
those around her. With her 
work ethic and leadership 
at such a young age, 
the future is extremely 
bright for Ariel and we 
are excited to continue 
watching her develop 
within our program.”

Coach Dee also spoke 
about the playoff game 
against Dream City, “I 
will say that the same 
team was blowing 
teams out by more than 
50 (points) the entire 
season. So, for that I am 

very proud of our girls 
for keeping the score 
down below 50, that 
was our goal and they 
accomplished that. 

To add, the growth of our 
program this season was 
significant. Last year, 
our girls secured only 
two wins, but this season 
they showed tremendous 
improvement, while 
competing against strong 
competition. 

We faced both Desert 
Wind Middle School, a 
public school within the 
Maricopa community, 
and a national-level team. 
While we did not defeat 
the national team, we were 
proud to earn an upset 
victory over Desert Wind 
Middle School. That win 
reflected the leadership, 
determination, and 
growth our players 
demonstrated throughout 
the season. 

I was extremely proud of 
how our girls competed, 
supported one another, 
and represented our 
school, families, and 
community with heart 
and sportsmanship. Their 
effort and leadership 
helped set a new standard 
for our program moving 
forward.” 

Great job to Ariel and 
the Maricopa A+ Archers 
Junior High Girls 
basketball team – we look 
forward to seeing you on 
the court next year!!
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Ariel on defense, making sure the other team 
cannot advance or score.

Car Seat Check-Up
Story and photos by Megan Quintero

The Ak-Chin Injury 
Prevention Program 
thought it would be an 
ideal time to have a Car 
Seat Check-up event 
on April 15, 2026. The 
event was held at the 
Ak-Chin Service Center 
from 3pm to 6pm, and 
set up to make sure 
all the kiddos are safe 
and secure on the road! 

As the summer 
approaches people will 
be on the road, that also 
means families with 
children will be traveling 
during the break. Ak-
Chin representatives; 
Teri De La Cruz, Injury 
Prevention Specialist, 

Marc Matteson, Health 
Education, Richard 
Lopez, Preschool, 
and Daniel Wehle, 
of Maricopa Fire 
Department are all the 
certified technicians 
and instructors who 
came together to make 
the event happen. 

Thank you to sponsor, 
Molina Healthcare who 
was kind enough to help 
donate the car seats for 
this important event. 

Technicians and 
instructors would like 
everyone to know, “We 
care about how safe 
everyone in your vehicle 

is while traveling. We 
would like everyone to 
be safe on our roadways, 
using seat belts and our 
little ones in a car seat or 
booster seat. Remember, 
Arizona Law for a child 
in a car seat is 8 years of 
age or 4 feet 9 inches.” 

In Arizona, Motor Vehicle 
Crashes are a leading 
cause of child fatalities. 
Most of these deaths are 
preventable. For more 
questions or information 
on potential car seats 
that may be available, 
you may contact 
the Ak-Chin Injury 
Prevention Program 
at 520-568-1087.

Left to Right: Marc Matteson, Marilyn Velasco, Richard Lopez, 
Teri De La Cruz and a fellow parent installing a car seat.
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APRIL 17
Jace Dickerson 

APRIL 18
Tianah Pilone 

APRIL 19
Anaise Valles-Diaz

William Antone 

APRIL 20
Celeste Delores

Steven Sam

APRIL 21
Renelda Pete 
Anyssa Justin 
Zaida Soliz 

APRIL 22
Vickie Tavena 

Ricky Attakai Jr.  
Eliza Smith 

Dustin Whitman Jr. 
Andrew Enos

APRIL 23
Jonathan Dean 
Hunter Narcia 

APRIL 24
Martina Antone

APRIL 25
Duane Anderson 
Benjamin Chavez 

Irma Arellanes-Burgos 
Valerian Joaquin Jr.

APRIL 26
Angelita Garcia 
Lorenzo Batopis 
Karen Gardner 
Juan Luz, Jr.

APRIL 27
Gregorio Castro 
Robert Stephens 

APRIL 28
Julianna Trenado

Miguel Contreras-Valles  
Giselle Contreras-Valles  

Jesus Balderrama 

APRIL 29
Araya Bencivenga 

Lorelei Villegas-White  
Douglas H. Pablo 

APRIL 30
Natalie Romo 

Aliyah Deloney 
Jordyn Miguel

Employee Birthdays 4/17 - 4/30

4/17
Jace Dickerson,

 Fire

4/18
Teancum Thatcher,

Police

4/19
William Antone,

Cultural

4/21
Renelda Pete,

Custodian

Lourdes Smith,
Police

4/22
Samantha 
Alejandro,

Contracts & Grant

4/26
Lorenzo Batopis,

EPD
Karen Gardner,

Vekol
Lerline Peters,

Language

4/28
Jesus Balderrama,

Cultural
Deborha Salmons,

Finance

4/30
Michelle Granados,

Police

April 4/17 - 4/30 Birthdays

Employee 
Updates

Adam Finken
TGA Gaming Agent

Supervisor

Andres Flores
TGA Enforcment Officer

Carla Carlyle 
TGA Executive Director

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS:
•	Child and Family Therapist (part-time)
•	Communication Officer
•	Lifeguard
•	Plant Electrician
•	Plant Electrician & Instrumentation 

Technician
•	Police Officer (non-certified)
•	Police Officer (certified)
•	Security Guard
•	Teacher’s Aide
•	Teacher’s Aide (part-time)
•	Therapist

Open to Enrolled Ak-Chin Members Only
•	General Worker (Temp Worker)
•	Museum Technician
•	Oral Historian (part-time)

JOB 
OPENINGS

To review the full job description and apply 
visit www.ak-chin.nsn.us, Job Openings, and 
apply online.  ALL positions close at midnight 
(12:00 p.m.) on the closing date. Great 
benefits. If you need assistance, please call 
the Human Resources Dept. at 520-568-1050.

www.ak-chin.nsn.us

Happy 3rd Birthday 
to Our Lorelei Kobi! 
You’re such a sweet 
and smart girl, your 
family loves you so 
much hermosa. We 
hope you enjoy your 

‘princess party’
Love Mom, Dad, 
Brothers, Sissys

Happy Birthday 
to my niece 
Elie Belie, 
Love You! 
Love P

Happy Birthday 
to our Big Boy 
Benjamin! 

We love you so much 
and are very proud of 
everything you’ve done 
this past year. We hope 
you enjoy your Monster 
Jam birthday party!

Love, Mama and Hoot

Happy Birthday to my 
daughter Karen
Love, Mom

Happy Birthday to my granddaughters 
Celeste, Angelita and Lorelei

Love, Grandma

Birthday Wishes
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First off, sorry to all those 
who experienced my snap-
piness in the morning, my 
old construction manage-
ment side came out, and 
even my grandmothers, 
who I loved dearly, would 
get yelled at if they moved 
slowly. But thank you for 
tolerating me and keep-
ing everything going! 

It is a ton of vendors and 
food trucks to get in, in 
a very tight window of 
time, and really that gets 
achieved by Tanya Alvara-
do for staying on point with 
it! Plus, we had additional 
help from Kim Yarber lin-
ing up the inside vendors!

Thank you to the Saguaros 
team for managing the car 
show and getting me half 
drowned in the dunk tank...

Thank you to Team Sta-
pleton (Adam & An-
nette) for helping with 
the Food Truck Battle 
again! We also had the 
MHS Band again to help 
with clean-up and thank 
you to the Rams Baseball 
team for the set-up help! 

Thank you to all the spon-
sors! This is really a day 
that the local business 
community makes happen. 

Angel, Raymond, Ray 
Nieves, Luis Ascencio, 
Kristina Donnay, Antonia 
Presume, Garry D Pré-
sumé, Katie Lambert, Tan-
ya Powers, Christina Sel-
stad-Maes, Agnes Gabica, 
Tonya Thompson, Don-
nelle Schimpa, Kandice 
Pyper, Ceylan Gentilella, 
AnnaMarie Knorr, Sean 
Klasa, Shannon Ellis, Lmt 
Volo Pedder, Danielle 
Pedder, Hector Manu-
el Machado Sr., Courtny 
Tyler, Roman Bylkov, 
and Haley Bylkov.
Rick from Big Tyme En-
tertainment and Deme-
triusKylah Ktb Seabrooks. 

I would thank Alex Orte-
ga but David Trujillo stole 
him for the Little Dog-
gy Races. But thank you 
DT for taking over my 
baby and taking care of it!

The Dunk Tank was a suc-
cess, thank you again to 

Car Show, Dog Races, Food Truck Battle take over Ak-Chin
Mario Luz and Sean McK-
illop for their help with it. 

I don’t know the fi-
nal numbers raised but 
whatever is left to hit 
$5,000 is now being cov-
ered by Adam Leach!

So I guess it is 
pink hair fa’ reals. 

Just know the event also 
doesn’t happen with-
out the support of the 
Ak-Chin Circle Enter-
tainment Center team of 
Laurie , Riva & DT along 
with the Ak-Chin Indi-
an Community’s support. 

And if I forgot someone, 
permission to punch me 

in the shoulder, remember, 
my body is toast and there’s 
bacteria eating my brain...

Overall Champions at 
Central AZ Car and Bike 
Show and the Central Ar-
izona Food Truck Battle! 

John Marsh won for 
Best Overall with his 55 
Chevy Bel-Air and the 
Pop’s Choice trophy. 

Coast 2 Coast BBQ 
took home the big tro-
phy for Best Overall in 
the Food Truck Battle!

Special thanks to the 
Volo Photo team for 
the photography!

John “Nacho Libre” Stapleton gives the “thumbs 
up” that he was ready to get dunked into the tank.

Submitted by John Stapleton

Coast  2 Coast BBQ with their  Best Overall trophy.

Two doggies race to the finish line during the 
popular “Dog Races” at the Entertainment Center. 
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