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O v erp a ss d ed ic a tion ex p a nd s S R 3 4 7  c orrid or

D N C Cha irm a n v isits Ak-Chin

O n J uly 10, 2019, Ak-
Chin I ndian Community 
welcomed Democratic 
National Convention ( DNC)  
Chairman Tom P erez  to meet 
with Ak-Chin Council and 
discuss issues important to 
I ndian Country that the DNC 
needs to focus on. 

Chairman P erez  wanted to 
discuss how the DNC can 
better engage with Native 
tribes. P erez  was in P hoenix 

this week for a rally to 
support the $ff ordaEle &are 
Act and scheduled to meet 
with only two local Native 
Communities while in town, 
Ak-Chin and Gila R iver 
I ndian Community .

Chairman R obert M iguel 
and P erez , along with DNC 
staff ers *uicela 6andoval�
Lopez  and Lila J aafar, 
toured the ACI C boundaries 
from the farm area to the 

main village to the western 
boundary , passing Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Hotel and Casino, 
Vekol M arket and Him-Dak 
E co-M useum along the way .  

Before P erez  became the 
Chairman of the DNC 
in 2017, he served as the 
6ecretar\ of /aEor in the 
O bama Administration and as 
Assistant Attorney for Civil 
R ights. 

to management, so for now 
ever\ few minutes the staff  
can be heard cheering out the 
window. The company wants 
to ensure that customers are 
leaving with an awesome 
experience before they even 
tr\ their coff ee. 

O n Tuesday , the location 
served an estimated 80 
orders per hour, around 1500 
total. The most popular items 
were the “Blended R ebel,” 
iced tea and “Dutch Frost.” 
6N\ler 0c*unagle, owner 
and operator of Dutch Bros 
&off ee in &asa *rande and 
M aricopa, said he expected 
the weekend of J uly 13- 14 to 
be packed and his team ready 
to serve a “latte” customers. 

“O ur employe es have been 
training ( in Casa Grande)  

for three weeks, day and 
night. I t’s j ust been unreal to 
see their progress. Without 
them we wouldn’t be here. 
I ’m j ust super proud of my 
crew and I ’m excited to see 
how we’re able to change 
this community in a positive 
light,” said M cGunagle. 

“I t’s j ust a growing 
community . Ariz ona is 
such an awesome place to 
bring Dutch Bros to. We are 
super excited to be here. A 
new community is always  
exciting for Dutch Bros. 
We really like to strive to 
be the positive light in the 
community in any way we 
can. We’re not j ust here to 
Ee that Eus\ coff ee shop. ,t’s 
all about the experience and 
what we’re able to give back 
to this community .” 

D utc h B ros wa rm s the 
hea rts of M a ric op a

Ak-Chin Counc il welc om es d ia log a b out trib a l enga gem ent 

Story and photos by C.  Picciuolo

“M aricopa, we are getting 
an overpass, and this will be 
transformational,” City of 
M aricopa M ayor  Christian 
P rice said. “Today M aricopa 
is reborn.”

6imilar sentiments were 
shared on 6aturda\ morning 
J uly 13  when the public was 
invited to the 6tate 5oute ��� 
O verpass R ibbon-cutting that 
began at 8a m.

Celebrating a milestone 
that was fi fteen \ears in 
the making, state, city and 
triEal o൶  cials� cit\, $D27 
and overpass proMect staff , 
civic leaders, veterans and 
M aricopa residents stood 
atop the overpass’ highest 
point for the opening.

Attending on behalf of the 
Community was Ak-Chin 
Chairman R obert M iguel, 
Ak-Chin Council member 
Lisa Garcia and former 
Ak-Chin Chairman Louis 
M anuel, J r.

Nearly three hundred were 
present, welcomed with 
music from the M aricopa 
High 6chool Eand and 

performances from the À ag 
line. When the ceremony  
Eegan, the 0H6 -527& 
presented colors as the 
National Anthem was sung 
and the P ledge of Allegiance 
was recited.

M ayor  P rice was j oined by 
the entire City of M aricopa 
Council – M arvin Brown, 
J ulia Gusse, Vince M anfredi, 
1anc\ 6mith, 5ich 9itiello 
and Henry Wade. E ach 
shared remarks, talking about 
the history of the proj ect, 
the change it will bring, 
and about the partnerships 
established to make it happen. 
As if on cue, a train went by 
and the audience cheered 
loudly acknowledging that 
M aricopa’s transportation 
corridor will no longer stop 
due to the train.

Credit and recognition was 
also given to past Councils 
and staff , past 0a\ors and 
past Ak-Chin leadership. 
I nvited to speak was K elly 
Anderson, former mayor  
and former ADO T Board 
member. “( I )  thank Ak-Chin 
I ndian Community for their 
support. This would have 

City of Maricopa Mayor Christian Price and former mayor Kelly Anderson jointly cut the ribbon to open the State 
Route 347 Overpass on Saturday, July 13. Representing Ak-Chin were Chairman Robert Miguel, Councilmember 
Lisa Garcia and former Chairman Louis Manuel, Jr. The overpass was open to vehicles Monday, July 15 at 5:00am.

Right: Ak-Chin Chairman 
Robert Miguel and DNC 
Chairman Tom Perez 
shake hands as DNC west 
Finance Director Guicela 
Sandoval-Lopez and DNC 
Battleground States Policial 
Director Lila Jaafar look on 
after the group took a tour 
of the Community. 

3opular coff ee chain Dutch 
%ros &off ee opened its doors 
in M aricopa, AZ  on Tuesday , 
J uly 9, 2019 to an enthralled 
community who were excited 
to taste what the buz z  is all 
about. 

Drive-thru lines backed up to 
J ohn Wayne  P kwy as large, 
Elue ³wacN\ inÀ ataEle tuEes´ 
waved at potential customers 
driving E\. 7he staff  greeted 
new and returning members 
of ³the Dutch 0afi a,´ what 
Dutch Bros calls their 
loya l customer base, with 
enthusiasm and smiles. A DJ  
blasted music from under a 
tent in the parking lot while 
employe es took orders in the 
roasting heat. 

Dutch Bros has been in 
business since 1992 and was 
started by two brothers of 
Dutch descent. The company  
is the largest, privately held 
drive�thru coff ee compan\. 

“Today , we are opening up 
the fi rst Dutch %ros stand 
in M aricopa and it’s a really  
unique  experience to open 
up your  own new stand with 
a whole new staff ,´ said 
“Broista” ( what Dutch Bros 
calls their male baristas)  
6pencer 0attson. ³,f \ou 
haven’t been out, you should 
come out, see what it’s about 
and see why it’s not j ust a cup 
of coff ee.´

The chain uses a gong or 
bell to at the drive thru to 
celebrate whether it is the 
customer’s birthday or their 
fi rst time at Dutch %ros. 7he 
gong is in the mail according 

Story and photos by C.  Picciuolo

The new Dutch Bros Coffee location at 20232 N John 
Wayne Parkway in Maricopa had a successful opening 
week as a go-to for caffeinated beverages. Cars lined 
up around the building to try the chain’s coffee. 

L to R: Council Members Octavio Machado, Delia Carlyle, Lisa Garcia, DNC 
Chairman Tom Perez, Chairman Robert Miguel and Vice Chairman Gabriel Lopez.

Story and photo by K .  M orag o

been a lot harder proj ect,” he 
said.

Former M ayor  Anderson 
also mentioned that how the 
proj ect evolved is now known 
as “the M aricopa model,” 
and now a standard for other 
communities to follow. “Y ou 
bring your  own money to 
the model to get the funding 
done and that’s what we did 
here,” he said. A $15 million 

TI GE R  ( Transportation 
I nvestment Generating 
E conomic R ecovery)  grant 
was also used.

A collective spirit of working 
together was felt on the 
overpass. $ cit\ staff er 
encouraged every one to 
“Always  obey the speed limit, 
buckle up and be attentive.”

$0(6 &onstruction 3roMect 

M anager Chris Cain talked 
about their participation in 
the construction. “This one 
is gonna have ( an)  immediate 
long�lasting positive eff ect 
on the Community , you gotta 
be grateful anyt ime you get 
to be part of something like 
that.”

7he 65��� 2verpass was 
o൶  ciall\ open to tra൶  c on 
M onday , J uly 15 at 5: 00am. 

Construction is still on-going 
around the overpass and 
many detours are still in place 
and most liNel\ to À uctuate 
during the third phase of the 
proj ect. Drivers are urged to 
use caution while work is 
being completed. 

For que stions or concerns, 
please contact the ADO T 
Bilingual P roj ect I nformation 
Line at ( 855)  712- 8530.
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Friday July 19
Indian tacos, lettuce, 

tomato, cheese
corn on cob, popsicles

Monday July 22
Beef spaghetti, 
zucchini, salad

rolls, fruit cocktail

Tuesday July 23
Cabbage stew, carrots

green beans biscuits

Wednesday July 24
Chimichangas

zucchini/ cheese
brown rice, cake

Thursday July 25
Egg salad, sandwiches
wax beans, caulifl ower

apples, oranges

Friday July 26
Breakfast Buffet

Eggs, potato, bacon
sausage, biscuits, gravy, 
pancakes, mixed fruit
Doors will open at 8:15am

Monday July 29
Chef salad, beets 

wheat rolls
pineapple

Tuesday July 30
Fried chicken, 

asparagus, corn 
biscuits, cup cakes

Wednesday July 31
Red chili stew, ce:mait

watermelon slices

A sandwich can be 
provided for those who 

may not like a menu item.

Ak-Chin Y outh Counc il a ttend  na tiona l U N I T Y

July ACE S  U p d a te - M onsoon S a fety T ip s

S ec ond  Annua l E ld er P inewood  D erb y

As w e approach the su mmer 
monsoon season,  it is 
important to b e ready f or 
w hat mig ht occu r.  In case 
of  an electrical ou tag e or a 
dow ned pow erline,  please 
contact E lectrical D istrict # 3 ’ s 
emerg ency ou tag e hotline.  
T heir telephone nu mb er is 
( 5 2 0 )  4 2 4 - 9 0 2 1 .  

B e f o r e  a  S t o r m
•  Alw ays b e aw are of  the 
day’ s f orecast and keep u p to 
Ěate on cŚanŐinŐ conĚi� ons 
du ring  the day. M onsoons 
can dev elop q u ickly and mov e 
rapidly.
•  S ecu re ou tdoor ob j ects that 
cou ld b low  aw ay or cau se 
damag e.
•  H av e ex tra lig ht and pow er 
ŚanĚǇ. <eep baƩ eries͕ 

Ň asŚliŐŚts anĚ a baƩ erǇͲ
operated radio or T V  on hand 
to keep you  u p to date du ring  
sev ere w eather.

D u r i n g  a  S t o r m
•  L ig htning  may occu r as f ar 
as 1 0  miles aw ay f rom any 
rainf all. If  you  hear thu nder,  
you  are close enou g h to a 
storm to b e stru ck b y lig htning .
ͻ StaǇ oī  tŚe pŚone. �ǀen 
cordless phones can cau se a 
shock w hen lig htning  strikes 
nearb y. Use
cell phones only if  necessary.
•  Av oid contact w ith 
plu mb ing . P lu mb ing  and 
batŚrooŵ Į xtures can 
condu ct electricity.
•  K eep aw ay f rom w indow s.
•  If  you  are cau g ht ou tdoors 
in a thu nderstorm,  and saf e 

sŚelter is not aǀailable͕ Į nĚ 
a low  spot aw ay f rom trees,  
f ences,  and poles. Av oid hig h 
g rou nd,  w ater,  trees and 
metal ob j ects.
•  T hu nderstorm w ind g u sts in 
Ariz ona almost alw ays ex ceed 
4 0  mph. 
•  S tay aw ay f rom trees. M any 
people are killed or inj u red 
in sev ere thu nderstorms b y 
ĨallinŐ trees͕ Ň ǇinŐ Ěebris͕ or 
f rom dow ned pow er lines.
•  N ev er tou ch a dow ned 
pow er line,  ev en if  it appears 
dead. Call f or help instead.
•  D u st S torms mov e rapidly 
and can redu ce v isib ility 
almost instantly. D u st storms 
w ill u su ally
appear w ell ahead of  
thu nderstorms.
•  If  you  encou nter a du st 

storŵ͕ pull oī  tŚe roaĚ 
iŵŵeĚiatelǇ. durn oī  Ǉour 
headlig hts and taillig hts,  pu t 
you r v ehicle in “ P AR K , ”  and 
take Ǉour Ĩoot oī  tŚe brake. 

O ther motorists may tend to 
Ĩolloǁ tailliŐŚts in an aƩ eŵpt 
to g et throu g h the du st storm,  
and may strike you r v ehicle 
f rom b ehind.

ͻ StaǇ ǁŚere Ǉou are un� l tŚe 
du st storm passes.
•  D o not g o ou t in a du st storm 
if  you  can av oid it.
•  Control of  a v ehicle can b e 
lost in as liƩ le as ϲ incŚes oĨ 
w ater. M ost v ehicles w ill b eg in 
to Ň oat in Ϯ Ĩeet oĨ ǁater. /t 
is ǀerǇ Ěiffi  cult͕ especiallǇ at 
nig ht,  to discern the depth or 
Ĩorce oĨ Ň oǁinŐ ǁater. 

“Y ou belong:  Home is 
Here” was the 2019 United 
National I ndian Tribal Y outh 
( UNI TY )  Annual Conference 
theme and it brought several 
thousand yout h to O rlando, 
Florida from J uly 4 – 8.

The Ak-Chin Y outh Council, 
accompanied by Coordinator 
M arla Antone and Ak-
Chin Council member Lisa 
Garcia attended, learning, 
participating and meeting 
other Native yout h from 
around the country . 

Guest speakers this ye ar 
included former NASA 

 The second annual E lder 
P inewood Derby took place on 
Wednesday , J uly 3 under the E lder 
Center front patio. O ver 5 0 elders 
participated with visiting elder racers 
from San X avier and Sells districts on 
the Tohono O ’odham Nation.
 Alverna Florez , Connie Narcia 
and R uby  Smith were some of the 
winners of the day . Assisting with the 

race were Fire M arshal Allen Allcott 
who set up the track, Brian from 
Harrah’s Facilities who helped elders 
cut out their cars, and O fc. Gregory 
P erry with his announcing duties. 
O fc. P erry w as assisted by M alakai.
 Before the race, the everyone  
enj oye d hamburgers and hot dogs 
grilled E\ $N�&hin (lder staff .
  

We the family of Donald M. Narcia would like to thank 
ever�one for the love and suppor� shown to us during the 
care and loss of our loved one. We appreciate the prayers, 
condolences, food, and donations we received. 

Thank you to the following for their suppor�:

J. W. War�en Funeral Ser�ices
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic 
Church
St. Francis of Assisi Mission
Father Antony Tinker
Ak-Chin Communit� Council
Ak-Chin Social Ser�ices
Ak-Chin Public Works & Sanitation
Ak-Chin Housing Depar��ent
Ak-Chin Runner
Ak-Chin Cult�ral Resources 
Joe Enos
Leonard Enos
Wilma & Desirae Antone
The Antone Family
Cor�ine Simbalo
Elizabeth Valles & Family
          Connie Narcia & Family
          Ber�adett e Car�a

Mildred Narcia
Yolanda Miranda
Cleo Narcia
Mar�in Thomas
Ber�adine Romo
Lawrence & Sally Antone
Waylon Antone
Deanna Rascon
Way�e & Nicole Allison
Diana Carlyle
Flower Ruelas
Marily� Thompson
Ber�adett e White
Delia Carlyle
Arlene Manuel
Evelina Lopez & Family
Florinda Peters
Leeanne Peters
Karen Gardner

Susan Guerin
Michelle Garcia
Kelly Antone
Brandon Dean
Delroy Narcia
Mark Narcia
Aaron Peters
Andrew Narcia
William Justin

Sincerely,
Car�en Narcia & Family
Rey�old & Angela Narcia
Valentina Narcia & Family
Leroy Narcia & Family
Duane & Maxine Antone

July D istribution 
brings out the 
A k- C hin m em bership

O ne things for sure, every J uly expect triple 
digit weather and the annual distribution to 
enrolled adult Ak-Chin members.

This ye ar the distribution took place 
Wednesday , J uly 10 and Thursday , J uly 1 1 in 
the Council trailer. 

&ouncil memEers and &ouncil staff  assisted 
with the distribution. For most members, 
the funds help prepare their children for the 
upcoming school ye ar. 

Bren Valisto picks up her check from the 
annual July distribution as mom Teresa 
and sister Kayla wait their turn in line.

It’s a thumbs up from Luis Rodas as he 
collects his distribution check from 
Council Secretary Vicki Smith.

Submitted by Ed Gerak, ACES Consultant

Story by K. Morago, photos by Youth Council and Lisa Garcia

The Ak-Chin young ladies share the basket dance 
during UNITY Culture Night on Friday, July 5 in Florida.

Members of the Ak-Chin Youth Council stand by one of 
the waterfalls at the UNITY host hotel in Orlando, Florida. 
The group attended various workshops and sessions.

� ank You 
from the Narcia Family

    C o m m u n i t y  
       Deeti nŐ

A k - C h i n  S e r v i c e  C e n t e r
M o n d a y ,  

J u l y  29 ,  20 19
6 : 0 0  p m  -  8 : 0 0  p m

Photos by J. Perillo

Photos by Candace Allcott

Alverna Florez Connie Narcia Ruby SmithAn Ak-&hin thePed Far at the fi nish line.

All the cars in the Pinewood Derby lined up. They 
competed in heats of three.

 UNITY continues to page 10 

astronaut J ohn Herrington, 
the fi rst 1ative $merican 
to À \ in space, and former 
I daho Governor candidate 
and Coeur d”Alene tribal 

member P aulette J ordan.

Ak-Chin yout h participated 
in a four O ’odham tribes 
cultural presentation and in 

the talent show where Doria 
Garcia portraye d P rince 
singing “I  Would Die 4 U .”

Council member Lisa 
Garcia was invited to sit on 
a workshop panel of tribal 
leaders providing a positive 
message to yout h.

“M y favorite part of the 
conference was when we went 
into our caucuses because I  
learned what was going on in 
other tribe’s yout h councils” 
X endryk Antone said.

From Ak-Chin Y outh Council 
Vice-P resident Doria Garcia:  
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H a rra h’ s S um m er 
W orker P rogra m  
c om es to a  c lose

Above, Louis “Tony” Lopez speaks to a group of Harrah’s workers.

Article and photo submitted by:  E rica M anuel,  H D S  S uperv isor

The J une 24t h Community 
M eeting, although short, had three 
informative presentations lined up 
focused on community growth, new 
amenities and services.

Councilmember Delia Carlyl e, who 
sat solo for the meeting provided 
opening remarks, followed by an 
opening praye r from Ak-Chin P arks 
and R ecreation Director, M onica 
R ubio.

Community O perations M anager, 
Bart Smith informed members 
on the CAP  maintenance shut 
down planned in O ctober which 
will affect the entire communit\ 
including homes, departments and 
enterprises. “I t’s not j ust this area, 
it’s the whole line of their path so 
sometime in O ctober period we will 
be shut down for about a week.” He 
asked everyone  to look for more 

information that will soon be posted 
in the R unner as well as circulated 
À\ers.

Bart then discussed the silent bid 
auction that took place on J une 28, 
with notification to highest Eidders 
set for M onday , J uly 1.

Smith also provided brief updates 
on the 17t h Annual Native American 
Basketball I nvitation ( NABI )  with 
games in the community from J une 
24- 28, reminding everyone  to pick 
up wristbands through Community 
E vents. O ther updates included the 
J uly 4t h celebration at the M ilton 
Antone P ark, with the pool open 
from 1 1a m-7pm  and park events 
from 6pm-9pm , followed by an 
outdoor movie at UltraStar.

Lastly , CO M  Smith provided 
information on the J O M  backpack 

giveaway and the annual back to 
school bash on J uly 12.

Community Services M anager, 
Nicole “Coco” Carlyl e-Coester was 
next on agenda to discuss the Transit 
Bus Stop P roj ect, with proposed bus 
stops in the Farms and Greasewood 
subdivisions. 

The main purpose for her 
presentation was to allow members 
to see the display with the proposed 

bus stops and gather information 
from residents who ma\ Ee affected.

Coco, along with Capital P roj ects 
Director, P erry Vettraino discussed 
bus stop locations and the 
application processes necessary to 
move forward, such as preparing 
site applications and bringing out 
a surveyor  to see if any existing 
lots may in fact be impacted, a 
possible z oning change, and then 
construction.

June C om m unity 
Meeting

Above, Community Services Manager, Nicole “Coco” Carlyle-
Coester points out proposed new bus stops in the Community 
during the June Community Meeting.

S tory and photo by R . Peters

Ak-Chin Southern Dunes Golf 
Club is still swinging through the 
summer. The scorching heat may 
be tough to play in and the grounds 
crew may have their work cut out 
for them, but the course is open and 
affordaEle under the sun. 

Local golfers can take advantage 
of the “Summer Six P ack.” This 
includes 6 rounds of golf that you 
can either use your self or cover 
others in y our group. The package 
also includes 6 drinks, 6 Callaway 
Chrome Soft golf balls, and 6 
rounds on #m iniDunes. Y ou can 

Bermuda grass on the Southern Dunes course is given a dose of 
water to keep fresh for the next season of events. 

Story and photos by C.  Picciuolo

T he hea t is on a t 
Ak-Chin S outhern 
D unes G olf Club

Community Meeting continues to page 6

At left, Community Operations Manager, Bart Smith along with 
Project Manager John Catt with Ritoch-Powell & Associates and 
Ak-Chin Senior Planner Derek Scheerer provide an update on 
the Antone Avenue Improvement project. 

A small gathering of residents and employees who reside 
and work along the Antone Avenue area listened as the three 
talked about the latest developments to the Antone Avenue.

An overview of the plan and handouts provided information to 
detail paving, pathways, crosswalks, landscaping, irrigation, 
lighting, fencing and a monument entry sign that are currently 
being developed for the improved roadway.

Antone Av enue U p d a te

Guests at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino 
can soon enj oy a brand-new 
experience as Agave’s R estaurant is 
tentatively scheduled to reopen on 
September 23, 2019. Agave’s closed 
for a remodel proj ect on M arch 18, 
2019 for a kitchen overhaul, updated 
dining space and a new patio dining 
area. 

The entire dining area is being 
remodeled with a clean and modern 
look while the patio will have 
additional dining that overlooks the 
pool area. 

The new seating will be able to 
accommodate 92 guests inside 
and an additional 24 on the patio. 
Agave’s servers will have an 
updated area to enter food orders, 
along with a new swinging door. 

The bathrooms outside of Agave’s 
are also receiving an upgrade, along 
with the walkways  connecting the 

casino to the restaurant.

With the success of previous 
expansion proj ects, the goal for 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin is to ensure that 
all areas of the property are updated 
and match the level of qua lity of 
the other choices for the very best 
possible guest experience. Agave’s 
fits that criteria, especiall\ with its 
relative location to the new pool 
area remodel. 
 
To make the Agave’s remodel 
happen, management at Harrah’s 
is partnering with the Ak-Chin 
Capital P roj ects department, Nelson 
P artners for design, and AR  M ays  
for construction.

I n the meantime, guests can visit 
Chop, Block &  Brew for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 

Harrah’s food &  beverage operations 
manager, Nathan K instlinger, is 

excited for the restaurant to open its 
doors. 

“We strive to create memorable 
experiences for our guests. The 
overall look and feel of the new 
Agave’s is sure to match the high 

level of service our guests were 
used to in the restaurant prior to this 
remodel,” said K instlinger. 

“We look forward to serving up 
great food and welcoming our 
guests back to Agave’s! ”

Progress in the hard hat zone outside of Agave’s Restaurant.  

S tory and photos by C . Picciuolo

Aga v e’ s gets fa c elift a t H a rra h’ s Ak-Chin
Southern Dunes continues to page 8

O n Friday , J uly 28, 2019, the HDS 
Associates, I nterns and summer 
yout h employe es from Harrah’s Ak-
Chin Casino, attended a presentation 
given by Louis “Tony”  Lopez  from 
Santa R osa.  Tony ’s presentation, 
titled, “The J ourney  of Life”, talked 
about his understanding of the M an 
in the M az e.  

Tony shared his traditional stories 
which were told to him by his parents 
and grandparents growing up and 
how he has learned important lessons 
through his own life experience 
which tie into the teachings of the 
M an in the M az e.  The attendees 
all enj oye d the presentation which 
also served as a cultural awareness 

HDS continues to Page 9
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interested groups and subscribers.

All information and original work 
contained in this newspaper is 

copyright and may not be reproduced 
without written permission from:

The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes may 

be phoned in, faxed or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS, STORIES
The Ak-Chin O’odham Runner is 
a Community Newspaper and 

encourages Community involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, poems 
or a great story that you would like 
to share, please contact us so we can 

include it in “YOUR” newspaper. 

Also, if you have suggestions or 
comments about “YOUR” newspaper, 
let the Runner Staff know that too. 

All submitted letters MUST be signed 
by the author and are limited to 200 
words. Authors must also include their 
name, address, and phone number. 
Names can be omitted by request. 

Anonymous submissions 
will not be accepted. 

We reserve the right to edit all 
submitted material for clarity, 

grammar and good taste. 
All submissions should be received 
as typed or non-cursive writing.  

Please do not submit UPPERCASE 
or formatted paragraphs. 

Submitted pictures need to have a return 
address and brief description. Pictures 

with no address will remain on file. 
Allow 2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2019 Subscription rate is $33.75. 

If you would like to receive the
 “Runner” by mail, please send a 
$33.75 check/money order to:

 
Ak-Chin O’odham Runner

16600 N. Maricopa Highway
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Make check/money order 
payable to: 

Ak-Chin Indian Community

DEADLINE
Don’t forget the DEADLINE for the 

August 2 - 15, 2019 
issue is due by

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019
Please submit all announcements, 

wishes, etc. no later than 
FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019

Any material submitted after the
JULY 26TH DEADLINE

Cannot be guaranteed placement. 
But, if appropriate and relevant, 

Will be included in the following issue.
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O n Tuesday , J une 25t h, 
Candida Upton attempted 
and passed her fi nal *(D 
exam section, mathematics, 
earning her *(D.  &andida 
is the �th $N�&hin *(D 
graduate of 2019 and the 
*(D program’s ��nd graduate 
since ����. 
&andi Eegan the *(D 
program Eefore *(D 
,nstructor, Desiree *uarino, 
had started with the 
communit\.  ,n Desiree’s 
fi rst \ear with $N�&hin, she 
worked with many students 
who were racing against the 
clocN to complete the *(D 
Eefore the ���� e[am change. 
7his change would wipe out 
all e[isting suEMect passing 
scores and cause students to 
start fresh on the new version 
of the e[am if the *(D was 
not earned E\ DecemEer ��, 
����. 

Candi was one of those 
students.  6he had passed all 
sections other than math by 
����, Eut was not Tuite aEle 
to pass math before the exam 
changed over.  When &andida 
returned to the program to try 
again on the new *(D e[am, 
she sta\ed continuall\ upEeat 
and positive, and began 
passing each e[am suEMect 
all over again, one E\ one, 
until she onl\ had math left 

once again. &andi worNed 
tirelessl\ to achieve her goal, 
coming to class, stud\ing at 
home and in the liErar\ on 
weekends, and even seeking 
any other outside resources 
that were availaEle. 

Following the recent success 
of -ose /ope] and $shle\ 
0anuel on the math e[am, 
Desiree asNed &andida to 
come into (ducation to give 
it another shot, following 
the same method that proved 
successful for the prior two 
graduates.  $s alwa\s, &andi 
was fi lled with optimism 
and was eager to give it a 
tr\.  2n 0onda\, -une ��th, 
Desiree and &andida set to 
worN, calculating proElem 
after proElem for nearl\ three 
hours straight.  Following 
another hour of work on the 
morning of Tuesday the 24 th, 
&andi and Desiree drove to 
5io 6alado 6outhern where 
Candi attempted and passed 
her fi nal math e[am.

$s we saw with each *(D 
graduate that came before, 
ever\ individual’s path to 
completion is uniTue.  ,t 
could taNe da\s, weeNs, 
months, or ye ars, depending 
on each person’s distinct 
set of circumstances.  
Determination and 

perseverance pla\ Ne\ roles 
in achieving our goals, and 
as long as a student sta\s 
dedicated, success is sure to 
follow.  

Where will \our *(D Mourne\ 
take you?   Come on into the 
(ducation Department to fi nd 
out!   For more information, 
stop E\ the *(D o൶  ce 
M onday through Friday , and 
get started on \our *(D 
Mourne\�

&urrent *(D &lass Da\s�
Times:
M on-Fri: 10: 00A-12: 00P        
M , T, TH, F:  2: 00P -5: 00P       
Wed� ���������3

*(D 2൶  ce�  ������������                
$rticle 	 3hoto 6uEmitted 
%\�  Desiree *uarino, $N�
&hin *(D ,nstructor

G E D  P rogra m  Celeb ra tes 4 th 
G ra d ua te of 2 0 1 9

Candida Upton, displaying 
her diploma.

Article &  Photo S ubmitted By:   D esiree G uarino,  Ak - C hin G E D  I nstructor

A b out Sherman,
6herman ,ndian High 
6chool �6,H6� is an off �
reservation boarding high 
school for 1ative $mericans. 
7he school is located in 
5iverside, &alifornia. 
O perated by t he Bureau of 
,ndian (ducation�%ureau of 
,ndian $ff airs and the 8nited 
6tates *overnment 
Department of the ,nterior, 
the school serves grades � 
through ��. 

6herman ,ndian High 6chool 
represents over �� federall\ 
recogniz ed tribes from 
across the 8nited 6tates. 
$ll students are enrolled 

memEers of federall\ 
recogni]ed triEes. �www.
shermanindian.org

F or More I nf ormation 
ab out E nrollment;
Y ou are invited to come and 
speaN to 6herman ,ndian 
High 6chool 5eps.
/ori 6isTuoc, &ultural�
7raditional /eader 	 
.arlene &liff ord, �/uiseno�
0iwoN� 0.6., 336’ 6chool 
&ounselor
When� -ul\ ��, ���� 
�7uesda\�
Time:  9: 00 am-2: 00 pm
Location:  Ak-Chin 
(ducation Department� 
����� W. Farrell 5oad 

0aricopa, $= �����

F or more inf ormation 
contact:
<olanda 0iranda, 0.(d.
2ut of District &ounselor
2൶  ce ��������.����
&ell ��������.����
(�mail� \miranda#aN�chin.
nsn.us

A re you interested in A ttending
S herm an I ndian H igh S chool?

Summer Reading Pool Party
7he liErar\ hosted a da\ 
of fun in the sun at the 
recreation pool for those 
lo\al program attendees who 
participated in 10 or more 
summer liErar\ programs and 
those persistent readers who 
spent ���� minutes reading. 
The department gave them a 
pool part\ to applaud them 

on their participation and 
commitment to keeping 
EooNs a part of the dail\ 
routine.

7he 6ummer 5eading 3ool 
P arty took over the swimming 
pool for an e[clusive 
gathering on -ul\ ��th, 
parents and children enMo\ed 

the four hour festivities. 
*ames, pri]es, food and fun 
were all provided at the part\.

(ven with the sweltering 
temperatures giving the cold 
shoulder to the part\ goers, 
everyone  had a fantastic time 
Neeping cool in the pool.

Article and photos by J. Peters

July wra p s up  2 0 1 9  S um m er 
Y outh P rogra m

Evone 
Santiago 
shows of her 
new bag, 
rewarded 
to youth 
workers 
by the HR 
Department.

Marco 
Jensen bowls 
for a strike 
and not a 
gutter ball.

Once given 
arcade cards 
both supervisors 
and youth 
workers alike 
headed into 
an afternoon of 
gaming fun.

Ak-Chin summer workers gather for one more picture as community employees.

With summer coming to an 
end and a new school \ear 
beginning, thus comes the 
\earl\ wrap up of seasonal 
MoEs for $N�&hin 6ummer 
<outh WorNers. 7he summer 
worNers were given a sample 
of what adulthood is liNe, 
worNing for a living in 
exchange for their summer 
vacation. 

O f course, money being the 

driving force for most of 
the young workers, having 
the e[perience was well 
worth every penny , but with 
every cent earned more 
responsiEilit\ and purpose 
was oEtained. *iving them 
a MoE e[perience in a fi eld 
the\ ma\ want to evolve to 
later on in life, the worNers 
were more than grateful to 
be given an opportunity not 
man\ receive. 

For all their hard worN and 
eff orts through the -une 
and -ul\ months, the\ were 
invited to a celeEration Eash 
on 7hursda\, -ul\ ��th. 7he 
celeEration luncheon held at 
8ltra6tar gave them a da\ of 
rela[ing fun, with Eowling, 
arcade games, and devouring 
a ton of piz z a and cupcakes!

Accompanyi ng the workers 

Article and photos by J. Peters

2019 Summer Youth continues to page  9

Correc tion!
In Issue 11, we accidentally misspelled name 
of student Willow Nosie.

The Runner would like to apologize for this 
mistake and thank the family for identifying 
it.

)renFh fi res Pake the perIeFt fl oatation 
device.

One... Two... Three... JUMP! Someone’s about 
to make big waves in the pool. 

This kid became the ball for the 
basket.

Unicorns also make for a good  
fl oatie.

The R unner w ould like to thank 
Justin P erillo f or 

an adventurous 
S um m er!

7he 5unner was sad to see 6ummer WorNer -ustin 
3erillo clean up his worN station on -ul\ ��th. 
-ustin worNed hard, helping out with an\thing 
and ever\thing he was tasNed with. .eeping 
the 5unner a ver\ livel\ place with his comedic 
antics and friendl\ demeanor, ever\da\ was an 
unpredictaEle Mourne\ with -ustin, a fun Mourne\ 
that we all enMo\ed going on. 7hanNs -ustin for 
spending the summer with the 5unner. We’ll 
catch the fi sh man one da\� 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Community Gathering Held at 

the Service Center, 6- 9PM
Community Meeting Held at 

Ak-Chin Service Center, 6-8PM

ELDER CENTER INFORMATION
Elder Center-520-568-1760

Center Hours Monday-Friday 
8 AM to 5 PM

Breakfast 7:30 AM to 9 AM 
Lunch 12 noon

Transportation-520-568-1760 
or 520-568-1769 

Please Call Before 4 PM

Eggs Delivered every Tuesday. 
Eggs pick up Wed-Fri 8 AM-3 PM 

After Hours 520-858-5043

Elder Shopping and Errands are 
provided every Monday and Friday 
at 1 PM  If you need transportation 
for Shopping and Errands on any 

Other day, please call Transit 
Department. 520-568-1630

LIBRARY INFORMATION
*Needs to be signed up to be in 
program. Call 520-568-1675 for 

more information. Elder Coloring-
Takes place at the Elder Center 

Japan Pop – Transportation to and 
from library is required. You must 

be 10 years or older to participate. 
Baby Time! – every Wednesday, 

10:30-11:00am. Children 0-5 ONLY. 
OVERDRIVE TRUCK – No signup 

required, Children under 8 yrs must 
be accompanied by an adult.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Friday – 8AM-6PM

Saturday-12PM-4PM
Sunday-Closed

RECREATION INFORMATION
For more information on Rec Center 
events please call the Rec Center @ 

520-568-1740

**Calendar Subject to Change**

EDUCATION

JULY 22ND
SBE 1st Day of School

MES 1st Day of School

MWMS 1st Day of School

DWMS 1st Day of School

MHS 1st Day of School

Sequoia Pathway 1st Day of 
School

Legacy Traditional Academy 
1st Day of School

JULY 30TH
Sherman Indian High School 

Informational; Ak-Chin 
Education Department from 

9:00am to 2:00pm

GED Schedule
Monday - Friday 

10:00am-12:00pm
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/

Friday 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Wednesday 4:30pm - 7:00pm

ELDER CENTER

JULY 8TH 
Elder Shopping & Errands 1pm

JULY 10TH 
Movie Day

JULY 12TH
Craft with Library

Elder Shopping Day 1pm

JULY 15TH 
Elder Shopping & Errands 1pm

JULY 19TH
Elder Check Day

Elder Shopping Day 1pm

JULY 22ND
Elder Shopping & Errands 1pm

JULY 23RD
Goodwill Shopping Day

JULY 25TH
Movie Day

JULY 26TH
Craft with Library 

Elder Shopping & Errand 1pm
Craft with Library

Breakfast Buffet doors will 
open at 8:15am

JULY 29TH
Elder Shopping & Errands 

1pm

JULY 31ST
BINGO

LIBRARY

JULY 1ST
Mad Science Mondays

1pm-2pm

JULY 2ND 
Dark Readings 1pm-2pm

JULY 3RD
Baby Time! 10:30am-11am
Healthy Snacks 3pm-4pm

Library Closes at 5pm

JULY 4TH
Library Closed

JULY 5TH
Elder Crafts 11am-12pm
Karaoke Party 1pm-3pm

LEGO Robots 4pm

JULY 6TH
Japan Pop 12pm-2pm

JULY 8TH
Mad Science Mondays

1pm-2pm

JULY 9TH
Dark Readings 1pm-2pm
Elder Coloring 9am-10am

JULY 10TH
Baby Time! 10:30am-11am

Sewing Circle 1pm-3pm
Healthy Snacks 3pm-4pm
Game Hacker 4pm-6pm

JULY 11TH
Comic Book Club 1pm-2pm

JULY 12TH
Karaoke Party 1pm-3pm

LEGO Robots 4pm

JULY 13TH
Japan Pop 12pm-2pm

JULY 16TH
Summer Reading End Party*

JULY 17TH
Baby Time! 10:30am-11am
Healthy Snacks 3pm-4pm
Game Hacker 4pm-6pm

JULY 19TH
Elder Crafts 11am-12pm

LEGO Robots 4pm

JULY 20TH
Japan Pop 12pm-2pm

JULY 22ND
Back to School!

JULY 23RD
Elder Coloring 9am-10am

JULY 24TH
Baby Time! 10:30am-11am
Healthy Snacks 3pm-4pm
Game Hacker 4pm-6pm

JULY 26TH
LEGO Robots 4pm

JULY 27TH
Japan Pop 12pm-2pm

PARKS & REC

JULY 4TH
4th of July Event

Milton Antone Park
6pm-9pm

JULY 19TH-21ST
Luis & Mercedes

Memorial Basketball
Tournament

JULY 26TH
Tribal Council 

Chair Volleyball
Tournament

JULY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
JULY 2019

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31

M onsoon sea son b rings rea sons to p la nt na tiv e seed s

T he monsoon season is here 
anĚ tŚat ŵeans it is � ŵe to 
start plan� nŐ na� ǀe seeĚs 
tŚat Őroǁ anĚ Ň ourisŚ ǁitŚ 
enouŐŚ rain Ĩroŵ tŚe storŵs.  

dŚe ĚrǇ suŵŵer Śeat in tŚe 
loǁ Ěesert takes a toll on 
ŐarĚens͖ Śoǁeǀer͕  plants can 
tŚriǀe ǁitŚ tŚe riŐŚt balance 
oĨ care anĚ seeĚ ǀarie� es. 
dŚese seeĚs incluĚe doŚono 
K’oĚŚaŵ ϲϬ �aǇ &lour �orn 
;stoa Śu’unͿ͕ DenaŐer’s �aŵ 
�roǁn deparǇ �ean͕ �alabaǌa 
Ěe las �Őuas SƋuasŚ anĚ 
Sonoran zori Duni �oǁpea͕ 
aŵonŐ ŵanǇ otŚers.

Ea� ǀe SeeĚsͬS��Z�, 
;ESͬSͿ͕ a nonproĮ t seeĚ 
conserǀa� on orŐaniǌa� on in 
ducson͕ �riǌona͕ conserǀes 
anĚ proŵotes ŵanǇ oĨ tŚese 
traĚi� onal crop seeĚs Ĩor 
sale͕ anĚ Ea� ǀe �oŵŵuni� es 
sucŚ as �kͲ�Śin can obtain 
tŚese Ĩor Ĩree or a reĚuceĚ 
cost tŚrouŐŚ a ǀarietǇ oĨ 
proŐraŵs. 

Kne oĨ tŚese proŐraŵs is 
tŚe Ea� ǀe �ŵerican SeeĚ 
ZeƋuest͕ ǁŚere inĚiǀiĚual 
Ea� ǀe ŚouseŚolĚs ǁŚo 
are interesteĚ in ŐroǁinŐ 
traĚi� onal ĨooĚ can receiǀe 
ϭϬ Ĩree packets oĨ seeĚ per 
calenĚar Ǉear Ĩroŵ tŚe ESͬS 
͞seeĚ bank collec� on.͟  

�kͲ�Śin ŵeŵbers can Į ll out 
a Ĩorŵ on tŚe ESͬS ǁebsite 
anĚ eitŚer coŵe into tŚe 
retail store in ducson to pick 
out tŚe seeĚs or orĚer oǀer 
tŚe pŚone͕ paǇinŐ tŚe cost oĨ 
sŚippinŐ. 

KtŚer proŐraŵs aǀailable 
are tŚe �oŵŵunitǇ SeeĚ 
'rant ;�S'Ϳ anĚ tŚe �ulk 
SeeĚ �xcŚanŐe ;�S�Ϳ. ESͬS 
eĚuca� on assistant >aura 
Eeī  saiĚ tŚat tŚe �S' is 
speciĮ callǇ Ĩor larŐer proũects 
anĚ orŐaniǌa� ons ǁŚo are 
ĨocusinŐ on ĨooĚ soǀereiŐntǇ 
sucŚ as scŚool ŐarĚens͕ 
coŵŵunitǇ ŐarĚens͕ seeĚ 
banks͕ anĚ seeĚ libraries.  

͞dŚe applicant can receiǀe 
up to ϯϬ packets oĨ seeĚ 
eacŚ cǇcle tŚat tŚeǇ preͲ
reƋuest in tŚe applica� on. 
�ll ǁe ask in return is at tŚe 
enĚ oĨ tŚe ŐroǁinŐ season͕ 
tŚat a ϭͲϯͲpaŐe report oĨ 
Śoǁ tŚe proũect turneĚ out 
is sent to us͕͟  saiĚ Eeī . dŚe 
�S' applica� on ĚeaĚline Ĩor 
Ĩall plan� nŐ is Septeŵber ϲ͕ 
ϮϬϭϵ bǇ ϱ͗ϬϬ p.ŵ.

�ccorĚinŐ to ESͬS collec� ons 
curator SŚerǇ :oǇ͕  ǁitŚ tŚe 
�S�͕ Ea� ǀe Őroǁers are 
Őiǀen a Ƌuan� tǇ oĨ seeĚ at no 
cŚarŐe͕ anĚ tŚeǇ tŚen Őroǁ 
tŚat seeĚ anĚ reap a Śarǀest 
ǁŚicŚ can be sŚareĚ in tŚe 
coŵŵunitǇ in anǇ ǁaǇ tŚeǇ 
cŚoose.  

dŚeir Śarǀest ŵaǇ be ϮϬ to 
ϮϬϬ � ŵes tŚe aŵount oĨ 
seeĚ Őiǀen anĚ are askeĚ to 
return one anĚ a ŚalĨ � ŵes 
tŚe aŵount oĨ ĨresŚ seeĚ 
back to ESͬS.

dŚere are currentlǇ Ĩour 
Ea� ǀe boarĚ ŵeŵbers at 
ESͬS Ĩroŵ Salt Ziǀer WiŵaͲ
Daricopa /nĚian �oŵŵunitǇ͕  
WasƋua zaƋui dribe͕ &ort 
zuŵa YuecŚan /nĚian dribe 
anĚ tŚite Dountain �pacŚe 
dribe. dŚeǇ are lookinŐ 
to increase inĚiŐenous 
par� cipa� on ĨurtŚer ǁitŚ 
eacŚ staī  anĚ boarĚ openinŐ. 

Kne oĨ tŚe boarĚ ŵeŵbers 
is :acob �utler͕  ǁŚo also 
serǀes as SZWD/�’s �ultural 
Zesources �epartŵent 
�oŵŵunitǇ 'arĚen 
�oorĚinator. �utler Śas a 
ǁealtŚ oĨ knoǁleĚŐe about 
tŚe ŚistorǇ oĨ na� ǀe seeĚs 
anĚ Śoǁ to care Ĩor tŚeŵ. 

Dost oĨ tŚe na� ǀe seeĚs 
are no lonŐer Őroǁn bǇ tŚe 
people ǁŚo traĚi� onallǇ 
Őreǁ tŚeŵ͕ ǁŚicŚ is a 
concern to �utler. 

͞� ŐooĚ exaŵple oĨ tŚe loss 
in ĚiǀersitǇ ǁoulĚ be tŚe 
teparǇ beans. /n Salt Ziǀer͕  
ǁŚen tŚis proŐraŵ starteĚ͕ 
ǁe onlǇ kneǁ oĨ anĚ ŚaĚ 
access to tǁo ǀarie� es oĨ 
teparǇ beans͕ tŚe ǁŚite anĚ 
tŚe broǁn. dŚat is a Ěraŵa� c 
Ěecline in tŚe ĚiǀersitǇ anĚ 
aǀailabilitǇ oĨ tŚe ǀarie� es 
ǁe ŚaĚ prior to tŚe ϭϵϯϬ’s͕ 
ĚurinŐ tŚe enĚ oĨ ĨarŵinŐ as a 
traĚi� onal ǁaǇ oĨ liĨe͖ ǁe s� ll 
Őreǁ anĚ ŚaĚ access to ϭϯ 
oĨ tŚe ϭϲ knoǁn inĚiŐenous 
ǀarie� es oĨ teparǇ beans͕͟  Śe 
saiĚ. 

͞,oǁ ŵanǇ otŚer sŵall 
nuances anĚ taboos Śaǀe 
ǁe lost because tŚeǇ are 
no lonŐer prac� ceĚ͍ ,oǁ 
ŵanǇ Ěances͕ praǇers anĚ 
sonŐs are Őone because tŚeǇ 
Śaǀen’t been ĚanceĚ͕ spoken 

or sunŐ Ĩor so ǀerǇ lonŐ͍ dŚe 
loss oĨ our seeĚ is not secular͕  
but ǀerǇ ŵucŚ a cultural anĚ 
spiritual one as ǁell͕ perŚaps 
tŚe Őreatest loss to suī er is 
tŚe one ǁe neǀer kneǁ ǁe 
ĚiĚ. dŚat is ǁŚat tŚe loss oĨ 
ĚiǀersitǇ in our seeĚ reallǇ 
represents.͟

DanǇ peoples sucŚ as tŚe 
K’oĚŚaŵ tŚriǀeĚ on tŚe 
nutrients ŐatŚereĚ Ĩroŵ tŚe 
plants oĨ tŚe lanĚ beĨore 
tŚe SpanisŚ introĚuceĚ tŚeir 
aniŵal aŐriculture. ͞/Ĩ Ǉou 
ǁere to look at our Į elĚs as 
tŚe sole supplǇ oĨ ĨooĚ Ĩor 
tŚe people it coulĚ look like 
an incoŵplete Ěiet͕͟  saiĚ 
�utler. 

͞tŚen tŚe proĚuce Ĩroŵ tŚe 
Į elĚs are coŵbineĚ ǁitŚ tŚe 
ĨooĚs ŐatŚereĚ seasonallǇ 
tŚrouŐŚout tŚe Ǉear͕  tŚe 
K’oĚŚaŵ Ěiet is Őreat. DanǇ 
oĨ tŚe nutrients ǁe ŵaǇ not 
Śaǀe ŐoƩ en Ĩroŵ tŚe plants 
ǁe Őreǁ ǁere obtaineĚ Ĩroŵ 
tŚe plants ǁe ŐatŚereĚ.͟  

&or exaŵple͕ �utler saǇs͕ 
�Śolla buĚs are a Őreat source 
oĨ calciuŵ͕ ǁolĨ berries are 
ŚiŐŚ in an� oxiĚants anĚ Śelp 
boost tŚe iŵŵune sǇsteŵ 
anĚ increase testosterone͕ 
ŵesƋuite beans are loaĚeĚ 
ǁitŚ carboŚǇĚrates to Őiǀe 
Ǉou enerŐǇ packeĚ ǁitŚ 
protein͕ Śaǀe Į ber anĚ are 
loǁ on tŚe ŐlǇceŵic inĚex. 

�utler ǁill be at �kͲ�Śin Ĩor 
tŚe �oŵŵunitǇ 'atŚerinŐ on 
:ulǇ Ϯϱ to Ěo a presenta� on 
on Śarǀes� nŐ �aŚiĚaŐ 
;saŐuaro ĨruitͿ anĚ ŵakinŐ 
sitol ;sǇrupͿ. 

Zaŵona &arŵs͕ a business 
locateĚ at 'ila Ziǀer near 

Sacaton͕ ��͕ also Őroǁs a Ĩeǁ 
na� ǀe crops incluĚinŐ tŚite 
Sonora tŚeat͕ an ancient 
ŚeritaŐe Őrain ǁŚicŚ is tŚe 
olĚest ǁŚeat in tŚe �ŵericas͕ 
anĚ ESͬS carries tŚe seeĚs. 

dŚere are op� ons tŚrouŐŚ 
ESͬS Ĩor �kͲ�Śin �oŵŵunitǇ 
ŵeŵbers to conserǀe a 
local seeĚ ǀarietǇ Ĩor Ĩuture 
Őenera� ons tŚat tŚeǇ ŵaǇ 
Śaǀe ŚaĚ passeĚ Ěoǁn. 

dŚe seeĚ cataloŐ͕ 
reƋuireŵents Ĩor ESͬS 
proŐraŵs anĚ all otŚer 
ŚelpĨul inĨorŵa� on can be 
ĨounĚ on tŚe ESͬS ǁebsite at 
na� ǀeseeĚs.orŐ.

͞te ǁoulĚ be exciteĚ to 
serǀe ŵeŵbers oĨ tŚe �kͲ
�Śin �oŵŵunitǇ ǁitŚ an 
interest in ŐroǁinŐ tŚeir 
oǁn traĚi� onal ĨooĚs. 
dŚat’s ǁŚǇ ǁe’re Śere͊͟ saiĚ 
ESͬS execu� ǀe Ěirector :oǇ 
,ouŐŚt.

:acob �utler’s Donsoon 
'roǁinŐ dips͗

�o not oǀerͲǁater
Kne oĨ tŚe easiest ǁaǇs to kill 
a plant is bǇ oǀerǁaterinŐ it 
anĚ people are ǀerǇ ŐooĚ at 
oǀerǁaterinŐ plants. � plant 
cannot escape tŚe Śeat like 
Ǉou anĚ / can͕ one ǁaǇ tŚeǇ 
Ěeal ǁitŚ extreŵe Śeat is 
to Ěroop tŚeir leaǀes anĚ 
expenĚ tŚe least aŵount oĨ 
enerŐǇ possible. Dost people 
see tŚis as a plant neeĚinŐ to 
be ǁatereĚ. �Śeck tŚe soil 
arounĚ tŚe plant iĨ tŚe soil is 
ŵoist anĚ can be sƋueeǌeĚ 
into a cluŵp it is ok anĚ Ěoes 
not neeĚ ǁater.

Seeds continues to page 6 

Seeds sprouting up in Runner photojournalist C.Picciuolo’s garden. The Monsoon Seed 
Collection pack is available at nativeseeds.org

Story and photos by C. Picciuolo
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M onsoons a nd  m osq uitos Article and photos submitted by Theodore Puetz, 
Ak-Chin EPD Pesticide Control Specialist

Seeds continued from page 5 

'roǁ traĚi�onal seeĚs
/ alǁaǇs suŐŐest plan�nŐ 
our K’oĚŚaŵ kaiͬseeĚ. /t 
ũust ŵakes sense to Őroǁ 
soŵetŚinŐ tŚat Śas Őroǁn 
Śere Ĩor ŚunĚreĚs iĨ not 
tŚousanĚs oĨ Ǉears alreaĚǇ. 
/Ĩ traĚi�onal seeĚs are 
ŚarĚ to ĮnĚ locallǇ look 
to tŚe sister tribes to see 
ǁŚat tŚeǇ ŵaǇ Śaǀe. tŚen 
selec�nŐ seeĚs to Őroǁ in 
tŚis area look Ĩor Ĩast ĚaǇs 
to ŵaturitǇ͕  Śeat tolerance͕ 
sŵaller Ĩruit anĚ plants 
ǁitŚ a lot oĨ ĨoliaŐe Ĩor tŚe 
Ĩruit to ŚiĚe Ĩroŵ tŚe sun.

tŚen to plant
te like to plant in :une Ĩor 
tŚe suŵŵer but ǁitŚ tŚe 
seasons beinŐ a liƩle late 
in arriǀinŐ Ǉou can probablǇ 
plant riŐŚt noǁ. 
>eaǀe Ǉour plant in tŚe 
ŐrounĚ at tŚe enĚ oĨ tŚe 
suŵŵer altŚouŐŚ tŚeǇ 
ŵaǇ Śaǀe proĚuceĚ anĚ 
no neǁ Ĩruits are ĨorŵinŐ͕ 
in Septeŵber tŚeǇ sŚoulĚ 
coŵe back stronŐ anĚ 
proĚuce a sŚort season 
ǇielĚ Ĩor Ǉou.

Start sŵall
'arĚeninŐ can be Ĩun anĚ 
reǁarĚinŐ. Zeŵeŵber to 
start sŵall anĚ Őroǁ into 
ǁŚat Ǉou’re coŵĨortable 
ǁitŚ baseĚ on Ǉour �ŵe 
anĚ enerŐǇ. 
Dost people tŚat ĚeciĚe 
not to ŐarĚen aŐain usuallǇ 
trieĚ to Ěo ŵore tŚan tŚeǇ 
coulĚ ŚanĚle.

EPD recycling efforts a “slam dunk” during NABI week
(3D staff collected ��� 
pounds of rec\cling material 
from rec\cling Eins that were 
placed at the *\mnasiums 
during the ��th $nnual 1$%, 
7ournament. 

7hrough the &oca &ola 
Foundation 	 .eep $merica 
%eautiful *rant, $N�
&hin received 5ec\cling 
&ontainers that are intended 
to increase the &ommunit\’s 
rec\cling awareness and 
e[pand the availaEilit\ of 
rec\cling in puElic use places.  

3lacing the Eins in high tra൶c 
and easil\ accessiEle areas 
increases the liNelihood that 
people will choose to rec\cle 
rather than throw materials in 

the trash. (3D staff presented 
a Eooth at the 1$%, 
educational \outh summit, 
e[tending outreach to visiting 
student athletes�some of 
whom even e[pressed interest 
in how to start up their own 
rec\cling programs at their 
home school.  

,n the future, (3D staff 
hope to worN closer with 
1$%, on waste reduction 
strategies in order to prevent 
waste from Eeing created 
in the first place. &ollecting 
valuaEle rec\claEle materials 
liNe aluminum cans and 
plastic Eottles is important 
to help reduce air and water 
pollution, save energ\, and 
reduce garEage in landfills.

Article and photos submitted by 
Ross Stimac

A b ove, L -R :   T ed  P uetz, I saiah P eters, L orind a A ntone, 
R oss Stimac, an d  Brid ge tte P ena. R igh t:  C oca C ola 
F ound ation &  K eep  A merica Beautif ul R ecyc ling  Bin.

/t’s not eǀerǇ ĚaǇ tŚat a person 
in our Őreat countrǇ can saǇ 
͞te are approacŚinŐ ŵonsoon 
season͟ or ͞dŚe ŵonsoon 
season is coŵinŐ͊͟ 

/n Ĩact͕ onlǇ ϭͲϮй oĨ our 
countrǇ’s popula�on Őet 
to experience tŚe uniƋue 
conĚi�ons oĨ ŵonsoon ǁeatŚer. 

/n tŚe DiĚǁest͖ it’s ͞dornaĚo 
Season͕͟  or on tŚe east coast͕ 
͞,urricane Season͟ anĚ eǀen 
tŚe upper DiĚǁest Śaǀe tŚeir 

͞�lberta �lippers͟ ĚriǀinŐ 
teŵperatures ǁell beloǁ ǌero.  

tŚile ŵonsoon season 
brinŐs rela�ǀe relieĨ Ĩroŵ tŚe 
extreŵe Śeat oĨ suŵŵer Śere 
in tŚe Ěesert͕ it also brinŐs 
tŚe rainstorŵs anĚ ŵoisture 
tŚat can be probleŵa�c anĚ 
ĚaŵaŐinŐ. 

Zains Ĩroŵ late :ulǇ tŚrouŐŚ 
Kctober proǀiĚe tŚe riŐŚt 
conĚi�ons Ĩor ŵosƋuito 
popula�ons to exploĚe. 

dǁo keǇ tŚinŐs ŵosƋuitoes 
neeĚ to surǀiǀe are blooĚ ;Ĩroŵ 
bi�nŐ Ǉou or Ǉour petsͿ anĚ 
stanĚinŐ ǁater tŚat proǀiĚes 
tŚe place to coŵplete tŚeir ϳͲϭϬ 
ĚaǇ liĨe cǇcle. 

zou can ǁin tŚe ĮŐŚt aŐainst 
ŵosƋuitos bǇ͗

• UsinŐ screens on Ǉour 
ǁinĚoǁs anĚ Ěoors

• tearinŐ liŐŚt clotŚinŐ
• �raininŐ anǇ containers 

tŚat accuŵulate rain ǁater

• UsinŐ repellants to keep 
tŚeŵ aǁaǇ Ĩroŵ Ǉou

Eatural repellants͗ �/dZKE�>>�͕ 
W�WW�ZD/Ed͕  ��S/>͕ '�Z>/�͕ 
>�DKE ��>D͕ �U��>zWdUS
�Śeŵical Zepellants͗ ���d ʹ 
SpraǇ or ǁipe ���d on sleeǀes͕ 
collars͕ pant leŐs͕ anĚ tŚe tops 
oĨ sŚoes

Zeŵeŵber͗ �Śeŵical 
repellents͕ like all ŚouseŚolĚ 
cŚeŵicals͕ sŚoulĚ be useĚ 
accorĚinŐ to label Ěirec�ons 

anĚ storeĚ saĨelǇ͕  anĚ kept out 
oĨ reacŚ oĨ Ǉour cŚilĚren. 

H a v e  a  sa f e  M o n so o n  S e a so n !

H earing Notice
A k- Chin I ndian Com m unity

P lanning and Z oning

WlanninŐ anĚ �oninŐ �oŵŵission ǁill ŚolĚ a ,earinŐ 
reŐarĚinŐ tŚe ĨolloǁinŐ cases at ϲ p.ŵ. on duesĚaǇ 

:ulǇ Ϯϯ͕ ϮϬϭϵ͕ at tŚe >ibrarǇ Dul�ͲWurpose Zooŵ.

C A S E :  P S - 0 3 - 19 :  E l d e r s  C e n t e r  E x p a n s i o n :
Wroũect �pplicantͬ�lĚer WroŐraŵs �irector͕  >eslie 
�arlǇleͲ�urneƩ͕ is reƋues�nŐ approǀal Ĩor WreliŵinarǇ 
Site Wlan to expanĚ anĚ reŵoĚel por�ons oĨ tŚe �lĚers 
�enter ĨacilitǇ to accoŵŵoĚate anĚ serǀice tŚe ŐroǁinŐ 
neeĚs oĨ tŚe �lĚers �oŵŵunitǇ.  

T h e  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f :
• dotal͗  ϭϯ͕ϭϮϬ sƋuare Ĩeet �lĚers �enter builĚinŐ 

;�xis�nŐ ϲ͕ϱϱϬ sƋuare ĨeetͿ.
• �ĚĚi�on͗  Eeǁ ϲ͕ϱϳϬ sƋuare Ĩeet expansion to 

incluĚe tǁo larŐe ac�ǀitǇ rooŵs͕ ŵul�Ͳpurpose 
recrea�onal rooŵ͕ ǁalkͲin cooler Θ ǁalkͲin 
Ĩreeǌer͕  conĨerence rooŵ͕ Śaircut sta�on͕ anĚ 
support spaces.

• ZeŵoĚel͗ Ϯ͕Ϯϯϭ sƋuare Ĩeet reŵoĚel oĨ tŚe 
kitcŚen areas͕ ĚininŐ rooŵ͕ office areas͕ anĚ ds 
lounŐe.

• Knsite iŵproǀeŵents͗ Eeǁ outĚoor ac�ǀitǇ 
area͕ lanĚscapinŐ͕ siĚeǁalks͕ Θ siƫnŐ bencŚes

C A S E :  S D - 0 1- 19 :  S u r f a c e  W a t e r  T r e a t m e n t  P l a n t  
tell ZeŚaďilitatiŽn PrŽũect ʹ PŚase ϭ /nteriŵͬ
deŵƉŽrarǇ /nĨrastrƵctƵre͗
Wroũect �pplicantͬ�nǀironŵental Wrotec�on �epartŵent 
�irector͕  �renĚa �all͕ is reƋues�nŐ Site �eǀelopŵent 
Wlan approǀal Ĩor tŚe SurĨace tater dreatŵent Wlant 
;StdWͿ tell ZeŚabilita�on Wroũect ʹ WŚase ϭ /nteriŵ 
/nĨrastructure. 

T h e  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f :  
• �eǀelopinŐ a seconĚarǇ backup ǁater supplǇ 

source to serǀe tŚe StdW.
• dŚis inĨrastructure proũect ǁill incluĚe a ǁater 

treatŵent anĚ Įltra�on sǇsteŵ enablinŐ tŚe 
StdW to treat neǁ ŐrounĚ ǁater source.

St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Mission
16657 N. Church St. Maricopa, AZ 85139

Ak-Chin Indian Community
JULY 2019 Schedule

Sunday Mass at 12 noon
July 21– Fr. Antony Tinker
July 28 – Fr. Antony Tinker

ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 17-21

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Conference- Sharonville, OH

July 27, 10am
CCOE Meeting- St. Catherine of Alexandria- Santa Cruz

Baptisms are every 4th Sunday of the month and 
baptism classes are every 2nd Saturday of the month. 
If you are interested please contact Flower Ruelas at 

(520) 568-3700 or (602) 717-3761.

R E Q U E S T  F O R  P R O P O S A L  ( R F P )
�kͲ�Śin /nĚian �oŵŵunitǇ
UniĨorŵ WroŐraŵ Serǀices 

dŚe �kͲ�Śin /nĚian �oŵŵunitǇ ;͞�oŵŵunitǇ͟Ϳ is seekinŐ 
a tǁo Ǉear contact to serǀice tŚe �oŵŵunitǇ’s UniĨorŵ 
WroŐraŵ. dŚe UniĨorŵ WroŐraŵ consist oĨ �iŐŚt ;ϴͿ 
Ěepartŵents ǁitŚ approxiŵatelǇ ϵϱ eŵploǇees tŚat ŵaǇ 
neeĚ a Ĩull uniĨorŵ tŚat incluĚes top͕ pants͕ anĚ bootsͬ
sŚoes. dŚe conĚi�ons oĨ tŚe eŵploǇee ǁork areas consist 
oĨ outĚoor ĮelĚ ǁork͕ ŵecŚanical anĚ ŵaintenance oĨ 
ǀeŚicles͕ construc�on͕ liĨe ŐuarĚs͕ ǁaterͬǁaste ĨacilitǇ 
ǁitŚ ŚarsŚ cŚeŵicals͕ custoĚial͕ anĚ securitǇ. 

Wroposal �eliǀerables͗
Wroposal �eliǀerables sŚoulĚ incluĚe tŚe ĨolloǁinŐ. /Ĩ 
proposal Ĩails to aĚĚress all Ěeliǀerables it ǁoulĚ be cause 
Ĩor ĚisƋualiĮca�on͗

• �pproacŚ to uniĨorŵ proŐraŵ 
• ScŚeĚule oĨ ĚeliǀerǇͬpickups
• UniĨorŵ ŵeasureŵent process
• /nǀoice process
• UniĨorŵ cŚeŵical resistance
• SaĨetǇ ,eaĚǁearͬcap oīerinŐ
• tear anĚ tear process
• SŚort terŵ uniĨorŵ usaŐe
• >oŐo anĚ naŵe on uniĨorŵ patcŚ process

Wroposal ŵust be ĚeliǀereĚ to tŚe �kͲ�Śin WurcŚasinŐ 
Kffice͕ WurcŚasinŐ DanaŐer͕  &lora ,oǁerton ;ĬoǁertonΛ
akͲcŚin.nsn.usͿ at ϰϮϱϬϳ test Weters anĚ Eall ZoaĚ͕ 
Daricopa ��͕ ϴϱϭϯϴ͕ bǇ �uŐust ϵ͕ ϮϬϭϵ at ϭϬ͗ϬϬ aŵ. 
� UniĨorŵ torkinŐ 'roup ǁill reǀieǁ proposals anĚ iĨ 
selecteĚ interǀieǁs are scŚeĚuleĚ on �uŐust ϮϬ͕ ϮϬϭϵ͕ 
�ŵes to be ĚeterŵineĚ. dŚe �oŵŵunitǇ at anǇ �ŵe 
ŵaǇ Ěeterŵine not to con�nue to a contract ĚurinŐ tŚe 
interǀieǁ process.

&oco again stressed the need 
to have a separate outreach 
to gather data from all the 
homes in the areas, adding, 
³it is going to taNe some time 
Eefore it comes to fruition, 
Eut the communit\ input is 
most important at this part.´

$ few Tuestions were asNed 
aEout the conceptual designs, 
e[isting structures and 
school Eus stops, to which 
&oco asNed the communit\ 
to come out to give input on 
what the\ would liNe to see. 
6he also directed an\one 
with Tuestions to contact 
her at ��������, ncarl\le�
coes ter#aN�chin .nsn .us 
or .im 9incent at 7ransit 
department, ��������, 
.9incent#aN�chin.nsn.us.

0onica 5uEio provided a 
Erief presentation on the 
proposed parN for the Farms 

suEdivision. 6he discussed 
land options that had Eeen 
designated and that no further 
action has Eeen made \et, 
³Eut the great news is that 
we’re moving forward with 
the farms parN« something 
that has Eeen long awaited 
for the folNs that live in these 
suEdivisions.´ 

6he also talNed aEout doing 
a communit\ outreach, 
inviting ever\one to come 
out and help decide what the\ 
would liNe to see at the parN. 
6he focused on suggested 
parN amenities, such as 
ramadas that accommodate 
larger gatherings than 
those currentl\ set up at 
HohoNam 3arN, as well as 
other amenities, such as a 
sNate parN, grilling areas, and 
different pla\ground s\stems. 
³a lot of amenities can Ee 
put into that area Eut that’s 

Meeting continues to page 7 
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Story and photo by K. Morago

D r.  O felia  Z ep ed a  sha res writings with c a p tiv e P hoenix  
Centra l L ib ra ry c rowd
The P ulliam Auditorium in 
the downtown Burton Barr 
Central Library  in P hoenix 
was filled with a diverse 
crowd, anxious to hear 
author, poet and linguist Dr. 
O felia Z epeda. From the 
Tohono O ’odham Nation, 
Dr. Z epeda grew up in 
6tanfield, the daughter of 
farm workers. Her Thursday , 
J une 20 presentation was a 
part of the ASU Virginia G. 
3iper &enter for &reative 
Writing series where she has 
been recogniz ed as a 201 9  
Distinguished Visiting Writer.

After an opening introduction, 
Dr. =epeda gave an overview 
of her upbringing. Taught the 
2’odham language as her first 
language, she began to learn 
E nglish when she started 
elementary  school. “I t was a 

huge step for me,” she shared 
about the transition from 
O ’odham to E nglish. 

I t was that early  challenge that 
helped establish the support 
from family  and teachers 
that recogniz ed her talent and 
brought that out. She went on 
to school, graduating from 
Central Ariz ona College, and 
8niversit\ of $ri]ona earning 
her Bachelor’s, M aster’s and 
Doctorate degrees.

R eciting poetry  from the 
numerous books she has 
written, and from collaEorative 
proj ects she has participated 
in, Dr. Z epeda’s poetry  is a 
mix of O ’odham and E nglish 
words. P oems were from her 
published books, When I t 
R ains:  Tohono O ’odham and 
P ima P oetry  ( 1 9 8 2) , O cean 

P ower:  P oems from the Desert 
( 1 9 9 5 ) , and J ewed ‘ i-hoi E arth 
0ovements ������.

Her reciting sty le was that 
of a respectful O ’odham 
elder. Not looking any one 
directly  in the ey e, which is 
an O ’odham form of respect 
not often practiced in today ’s 
modern culture, Dr. Z epeda 
recited her poetry  looking 
aEove the crowd Eut Neeping 
their attention throughout. 
Descriptions of clouds, 
people, events and cultural 
gatherings took the audience 
on a beautiful j ourney .

When the reading concluded 
Dr. Z epeda had a Q & A 
answering q uestions about 
writing sty les, language 
preservation and her 
role as Director of the 

American I ndian Language 
Development ,nstitute 
( AI LDI ) , an organiz ation 
celebrating 4 0 y ears.

6alt 5iver elder 5o\ce 
M anuel thanked Dr. Z epeda 
for her presentation as it 
brought back memories of 
how O ’odham speakers once 
spoke the language. 

I n the audience were three 
Ak-Chin members Amber 
Antone, Holly  Antone and 
Bianka M ata. Learning of 
the event on social media, 
the three each enj oy ed the 
presentation. 

“The M an Who Drowned 
in the Ditch is one of my  
favorites Eecause she talNs 
about how the man is alway s 
working and it also talks 

about how her family  were 
farmers,” Amber said. “I  met 
with her after to say  thank y ou 
and how wonderful it was.” 
Amber has also looked up 
past readings availaEle on the 
internet.

³, loved the reading, , have 
never Eeen to one Eefore 
and was excited to attend 
and was happy  that I  did,” 
Holly  Antone shared. “M rs. 
Z epeda’s poetry  was so 
Eeautiful, , loved how , was 
aEle to visuali]e what she was 
reading and how I  was able to 
relate to some of her poems.”

“A couple of poems that 
, loved was ³,t ,s *oing 
To R ain” which she read 
in O ’odham and E nglish, 
another that , loved was one 
where she talked about a 

\oung girl in , Eelieve a pinN 
sparkly  skirt and shoes and it 
talked about how the girl must 
of known who her ancestors 
were and how happy  she 
was,” Holly  added. She did 
not get to meet her but hopes 
to someda\ invite her to $N�
Chin for a reading.

Some of Dr. Z epeda’s books 
are in the Ak-Chin Library .

Dr. Ofelia Zepeda 
answering questions after 
her poetry reading.

up to the farms community  
to decide what they ’d like to 
see.”

She also discussed monies 
designated to the park, how 
much a play ground sy stem 
can run and about looking 
into grants for play grounds.

Delbert White, P ublic Works 
and Sanitation Director, was 
last to present. He opened 
up E\ first offering his 
condolences to the families of 
those who had recently  lost a 
loved one. He then provided a 
generous update on the many  
functions his department 
does in the community , such 
as trash pickup schedules and 
recy cling. 

Delbert informed members 
about a trash bin at their 
department for tires. 
Although, the bin is for 
community  members he 
shared the\ have Eeen getting 
a lot of outsiders coming in 
dumping trash, since they  
are located at the end of the 
community .

He shared their recent 
O pen House celebration 
for their new structure with  

more parking, and a more 
comfortable, organiz ed 
facility  to safely  maintain 
their heav\ eTuipment. He 
also recogniz ed former 
director, Norbert P eters, Sr. 
for being the push for the new 
structure, adding it was a lot 
of work and there were many  
people and departments that 
helped make it all happen. 

Delbert focused on req uests 
the\ have had latel\ that are 
more “than our actual j obs 
that we have throughout 
the week.” M aintaining the 
grounds this y ear has been 
tough, due to the rainy  season 
we had last y ear, “weeds 
grew ever\where, front \ard, 
EacN \ard, ever\where.´ 

He also talked about req uests 
that come in, many  last 
minute or of a time sensitive 
nature, “we try  to do as much 
as we can to make sure the 
community  is taken care of.”

DelEert gave much credit to 
his crew for maintaining the 
worNload, as the\ received 
aEout ��� reTuests aEove and 
bey ond their regular duties 
so far this y ear, and since the 
opening of their revamped 

facilit\ the\ have also 
increased their workload for 
mechanic services, with close 
to 300 maintenance req uests 
completed in the past six 
months. He also shared how 
their two diesel-mechanics 
had been going to training 
and recently  got their CDR  
license. 

Delbert shared how they  also 
strive ver\ highl\ on  safet\, 
“I  talk about it all the time, 
I  write it on the boards, and 
alway s talked about it at 
meetings.”

He refocused on the req uests 
that come across, such as 
Eurial services and stressed 
how they  are time consuming 
and sensitive� all the efforts 
that go into working with 
the famil\ and Eeing ver\ 
sensitive to all their needs 
while striving to get it all in 
order when they  get all the 
phone calls.

8nfortunatel\, there have 
been occasions when 
miscommunication has come 
into play , as to be expected in 
times like these, so he along 
with CO M  Smith and CSM  
&arl\le�&oester have Eeen 

discussing a policy  to assist 
on ironing out all the details 
when it comes to the death of 
a member in the community . 

These req uests are usually  
in addition to their regular 
duties and sometimes happen 
during other events, such as� 
cleaning and scraping y ards, 
going out in the desert to 
get mesq uite to make poles 
while others are in the shop 
skinning them. 

$lthough the\ have a full staff 
of about thirty , things like this 
thins out the department, but 
they  know it is needed and 
they  are all on board to pitch 
in and get it done. “I t’s j ust 
unfortunate that it happens 
that way  sometimes, we’re 
providing those reTuests and 
we can’t j ust wait on it, it has 
to Ee done and we onl\ have 
a few day s.”

Delbert and his crew keep 
the communication and 
positivit\. 7he\ have also 
worked on creating a form 
that can Ee filled out with a 
point of contact listed so they  
can communicate in a more 
formal process, that will 
included P O C information, 

dates of events, and items the\ 
ma\ need to have delivered 
or created, like the cross, 
cemetery  box, digging of 
the hole by  hand or backhoe, 
poles and greasewood. 
“Sometimes families don’t 
know what we do, so we will 
have that on there and let the 
point of contact know what 
we take care of.” 

,n DelEert’s final remarNs he 
made sure to recogniz e his 
department for stay ing on 
top of their safety  game, to 
include stay ing hy drated and 
maintaining their uniforms, 
as well as point out trainings 
the\ have Eeen doing with 
$D27� currentl\ planning to 
work with resealing parking 
lots, to include repainting the 
parking lot lines, handicap 
signage, and emergency  
curbing. 

He also thanked Detention 
and the temp pool for helping 
out, ³7hanN *od we have 
detention, those extra hands 
mean a lot, one extra pair of 
hands goes a long way , temp 
pools help out too …  it’s a 
small community  but there’s 
a lot going on.” 

He gave one more heartfelt 
thanN \ou to his staff for all 
the\ do. ³, love what , do and 
have a great staff that is alwa\s 
willing to get involved« it 
makes me feel happy  inside 
that we have gu\s that aren’t 
even from this communit\ 
that are willing to come in and 
provide the services for our 
community , that goes to show 
a lot, that the\’re appreciative 
of what the community  has 
given them. , tell them thanN 
y ou all the time, thank y ou 
for all y our hard work.”

Councilmember Carly le 
shared Council updates 
including� the new overpass 
dedication, J uly  1 3, No direct 
line to clinic, -une �� meeting 
with environmental firm for 
home drug testing-which also 
e[panded to include revision 
of housing policies, annual 
check distribution reminder, 
J uly  1 0-1 1 , I nspire P rogram at 
ASU, E nrollment O rdinance 
changes, Committee 
recruitment, stipends and 
guidelines, council trailer 
furniture, priority  proj ects 
in community  for Him-Dak, 
Housing, Vekol and Southern 
Dunes, I HS referrals and 
insurance denials.

Me e t i n g c on t i n u e d f r om  page  6



M a son B owm a n p la ys in 
the 2 0 1 9  N Y S  N a tiona l 

Cha m p ionship  T ourna m ent

Between the dates of J une 
25 -29, Community member 
M ason Bowman participated 
in the NY S ( National Y outh 
Sports)  Football Tournament 
in San Diego, CA, along with 
his team, M aricopa M ilitia.

7heir fi rst three games, which 
were all playe d at Serra High 
School, were all against Las 
Vegas Teams. 

7he fi rst game was on 
Wednesday at 1 1: 20am 
against the Liberty J r. P atriots. 
Due to costly turnovers the 
team was defeated 26-6. 

Team M ilitia would j ump 
right back into the action 
the next morning and face 
off  against the Henderson 
Cowboys  at 1 1: 10a m. The 

team had success moving 
the ball and was able to 
put themselves in scoring 
position within the R ed Z one 
on each drive. Unfortunately , 
turnovers still plagued the 
M ilitia and they fell to the 
Cowboys  38- 0. 

O n the third day , Friday 
the 28t h, the M ilitia would 
regroup and come out to 
play their best game of the 
tournament. They playe d 
against the Las Vegas Falcon 
Hit-Squa d at 8: 00am. The 
teams were evenly matched 
going into the game. E ach 
team wasn’t able to score 
during the fi rst half of the 
game but things heated up in 
the second half. 

The Hit-Squa d scored late in 
the 3rd qua rter putting them 
ahead of the M ilitia by 6. 
The teams would continue to 
trade fi eld position EacN and 
forth until late in the fourth 

qua rter when the M ilitia 
made a must needed stop on 
a 4t h down. This set the team 
up with a chance to tie the 
game up with j ust under two 
minutes remaining. 

7he\ marched down the fi eld 
and set themselves up at the 
��\ard line with one fi nal pla\ 
and 3 seconds remaining. The 
team punched the ball into 
the end z one with the clock 
expiring tyi ng the game at 
6. O n the extra point attempt 
they came within half a ya rd 
of scoring and sent the game 
into O vertime ( sudden death) . 

The M ilitia won the coin toss 
and elected to take position of 
the ball. They would have 4 
downs on their opponent’s 10 
ya rd line to try and seal the 
win. 7he fi rst pla\ the\ tooN 
the ball up the middle and 
up to the 1- ya rd line before 
fumbling the ball and turning 
it over the Hit-Squa d. 

I t would only take them two 
plays  to score, leaving the 
M ilitia defeated on a heart-
EreaNing loss. 7his o൶  ciall\ 
ended their season and left 
them hungry to come back 
next ye ar and compete. 

During the tournament, 
M ason playe d at multiple 
positions. He was 
Q uarterback, Wide-R eceiver, 
R unning back, O utside 
Linebacker and Safety . 

M ason would like to 
thank the Ak-Chin I ndian 
Community and those who 
supported him and his eff orts 
this season with fundraising 
and donations. Without all 
of the support of those who 
contributed, he wouldn’t 
have been able to j oin his 
team on this amaz ing football 
j ourney , Thank you!  

July 19 -August 1, 20198

Team picture of Maricopa Militia at the NYS Tournament.

J une 28t h, at the USA 
Football Fundamentals 
camp;  which is dedicated to 
teaching the basic skills of 
the sport by us ing a seque nce 
of passing, catching and 
running drills;  clinicians are 
able to help improve upon 
skills the children already 
possess. 

I n the six-hour clinic, Antonio 
R odriguez  ( 10)  and M ateo 
R odriguez  ( 8)  participated in 
the free football camp hosted 
by Sport M etric at M aricopa 
Copper Sky . 

Ages 8- 17, were welcomed 
to the camp held in the late 
afternoon to learn off ensive� 
defensive skills as well as 
exercises to help improve 
speed and ball handling. All 
skills and drills selected are 
based on USA Football’s 
American Development 
M odel, ensuring children are 
learning in an age-appropriate 

manner and creating an ideal 
atmosphere for learning. 

The FUNdamentals 
introduce athletes, ages 5- 15, 
to football by teaching basic 
skills in a fun and energetic 
environment. Clinicians use 
a series of drills to show 
passing, catching and running 
skills in a non-contact setting. 

The camp was led by various 
veteran NFL playe rs such 
as Derek K ennard- former 
Dallas Cowboy guard 
and center for the Dallas 
Cowboys , Ariz ona Cardinals, 
and New O rleans Saints;  
R ick Cunningham former 
off ensive tacNle for the 
I ndianapolis Colts, Ariz ona 
Cardinals, M innesota 
Vikings, O akland R aiders, 
and also playe d with CFL’s 
M ontreal Alouettes and the 
E dmonton E skimos;  Anthony 
&lement former off ensive 
tackle for the Ariz ona 
Cardinals, San Francisco 
49e rs, New Y ork J ets, and 
New E ngland P atriots;  and 
Darryl  Clack former Dallas 
Cowboys  R unning Back 
who also playe d with the 
Cleveland Browns, WFL’s 
O rlando Thunder and CFL’s 
Toronto Argonauts. 

Although the weather was 
in triple digits, the camp had 
about 40 kids in attendance 
eager to learn. Antonio 
and M ateo’s favorite part 
was tackling the dummies. 
Antonio and M ateo 
R odriguez  both have two 
\ears of À ag footEall under 
their belt and are looking 
forward to the upcoming 
season at the end of the ye ar.

Mason takes a look at the 
fi eld he would soon be 
playing on.

0ason and his teaPPates 
geared up Ior the gaPes.

R od riguez  b rothers ta c kle 
the U S A Fund a m enta ls 
Footb a ll Ca m p

Antonio 5odrigue] and 
0ateo 5odrigue] at the 
USA )ootball FaPp.

3iFtured here is Anthon\ &lePent� Antonio 5odrigue]� 'arr\l &laFk� 0ateo 5odrigue]� 
5iFk &unninghaP and 'erek .ennard.

Article by J. Peters and Photos submitted

0ason %owPan

Southern Dunes continued from Page 3 
purchase this online or by 
calling the golf shop and you 
will receive everyt hing when 
you check in for your  round 
of golf. 

During the summer months, 
Southern Dunes is gearing 
up for the championship 
events such as the K orn 
Ferry Q -School, formerly 
sponsored by web.com. The 
best course conditions have to 
be maintained during the hot, 
dry weather until the grounds 
are closed for overseeding 
O ctober 14- November 1. 

The course sits on 320 acres 
of land that was once a part of 
Ak-Chin I ndian Community’ s 
original reservation before 
it was removed by P resident 
Taft’s E xecutive O rder in 
late 1912. Daniel P ays on, 
superintendent at Southern 
Dunes, heads 18 grounds 
crew staff  to taNe care of 
the land. P ays on previously 
looNed after the fi eld at 
Fenway P ark for the Boston 
R ed Sox and a Troon-run golf 
course in P anama. 

Because of Ariz ona’s 
climate, P ays on’s team grows 
essentiall\ two diff erent 
type s of golf courses on the 
same plot of land, depending 
on the time of y ear. Bermuda, 
a warm weather-based grass 
is the base tuft, which can 
survive and thrive in high 
temperatures all ye ar. This 
grass has its peak playa bility 
usually from September-
O ctober. The other is an 
annual rye grass, which 
is used to overseed the 
Bermuda, which creates a 

lush green course when the 
temperature drops. This grass 
usually goes away in M ay , 
with a peak performance 
playa bility J anuary- April. 

Summer presents a unique  
playi ng experience as 
compared to the cooler 
months according to sales 
and marketing manager 
at Southern Dunes, Devin 
Lowe. “P roperly hydr ate the 
day before your  round and 
take advantage of the bottled 
water on the course provided 
by Southern Dunes. Use sun 
screen and wear light colored 
and breathable clothing,” 
said Lowe.  

“Do not forget an iced 
cooling towel that we provide 
on the course with our playe r 
assistants and at the end of 
\our round at the fi nish line.´ 

Lowe also suggests picking 
up some snacks from Arroyo 
Grille to keep your  body 
fueled. I n J uly , guests can 
cool off  at the restaurant, 
which is open to the public, 
for a $39 dinner date night 
Wednesday- Saturday . The 
deal includes two salads, 
two select chef-prepared 
entrees and one dessert. A 
wine dinner is scheduled for 

August 10. 

“We try to create unique  
menu items and events to 
off er something diff erent 
and original for our regular 
customers who have become 
accustomed to our diverse 
menu or for the special 
occasion that will make 
the customer feel like they 
are getting something µoff  
menu,’” said Lowe. 

I f you haven’t playe d in a 
while or would like to work 
on your  skills, #m iniDunes 
is a brand new 6-hole short 
course with holes ranging 
from 50- 120 ya rds. The 
standard rate for the course 
is $12, $9 with a Troon 
card, $25 for all day practice 
facility access, and j uniors 17 
and under are free.

³7he golf course off ers $N�
Chin Community member 
rates, Ak-Chin E mploye e 
R ates and Ak-Chin Guest 
rates ye ar-round! ” said 
Lowe. “These rates are not 
advertised online, but are 
better than any rate you can 
book so make sure to let us 
know if you fall into any of 
those groups so we can get 
you t he best rate! ”

7he entranFe to Arro\o *rille at Southern 'unes.

Article and photos submitted by Adam Bowman

5unning to the end]one�
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T h e  C o m m un i ty E v e n ts te a m  
w o uld  li k e  to  se n d  a  b i g 
“ T h a n k  yo u”  to  th e  f o llo w i n g 
d e p a r tm e n ts/ i n d i v i d ua ls f o r  
h e lp i n g us o ut w i th  e i th e r  e v e n t 
h e lp  o r  p r o v i d i n g a  ga m e  b o o th  a t 
th e  2019 B a c k  to  S c h o o l B a sh .  W e  
h o p e  e v e r yo n e  e n j o ye d  th e  e v e n t!

• P a r k s &  R e c
( G a m e  &  • E v e n t S e t-up )

•Sanitati on /Public Works
( G a m e  &  E v e n t S e t-up )

•Educati on
(Game & Supplies Coordinati on)

•Marti na Antone -Temp
• C a p i ta l P r o j e c ts/ G I S

• C o ur ts
• E ld e r  C e n te r

• E P D
• F i r e  D e p t.  
• H a r r a h ’ s

• H e a lth  E d .
• H i m  D a k / Ar t P r o gr a m

• H R
• I S

• L a n gua ge
• L i b r a r y

• P la n n i n g
• P r e -sc h o o l
• P ur c h a si n g 

• R un n e r  
• S o uth e r n  D un e s

• T G A
• U ltr a S ta r

• Y o uth  C o un c i l
• V e k o l ( S n a c k s/ D r i n k s)

I f  yo u d i d  n o t ge t a  c h a n c e  to  
att end the Back to School Bash 
a n d  n e e d  stud e n t sup p li e s.   T h e y 
are available at Ak-Chin Educati on 
D e p a r tm e n t, p le a se  r e m e m b e r  
that you will have to fi ll out an 
Educati on Department-Release 
of Informati on Form (Please note 
that there are two opti ons, yes/
no, for Educati onal Academic 
Inquiries).  For more informati on 
c o n ta c t C o m m un i ty E v e n ts a t 
( 5 20)  5 6 8 -104 5 .

T h a n k  yo u a n d  w e  c a n ’ t w a i t to  
se e  yo u i n  2020!   H a v e  a  gr e a t 
sc h o o l ye a r  stud e n ts!

Community Events Staff 

Com m unity giv es stud ents a  j um p  sta rt on sc hool sup p lies

This kid is reeling for a prize 
from the HDS booth.

A golf pro in the making.The family plays a matching game to create a healthy 
well balanced meal.

Everyone stopped by the photo booth to take a commemorative picture with family and friends.

Article and photos by Runner Staff 

J une 5t h, parents and students 
aliNe À ocNed to the g\m for 
the annual %acN to 6chool 
%ash. /iNe clocNworN all 
students were reTuired to Ee 
signed in E\ parent�guardian 
as the\ got to the Eash to 
receive  a EacNpacN full of 
school supplies provided E\ 
the communit\.

With �� departments 
participating in this \ear’s 
Eash, the students had a 
variet\ of uniTue game and 
activit\ Eooths to choose 
from, earning even more 
supplies to add to their stash 
Eag saving parents some 
mone\.

7he g\m was a scene of fun 
activit\, ever\one had a good 
time with friends and famil\. 

6nacNs and Eeverages were 
provided to all E\ 9eNol 
0arNet and for an\one in 
the mood for 0e[ican food, 
a food sale was held E\ the 
3arent *roup at the g\m’s 
concessions. When the Eash 
came to end students had 
more than enough supplies 
cultivated for the new \ear.

7he 5unner wishes all 
students a wonderful new 
school \ear, and would love 
to see them in the paper for 
academic or athletic good 
deeds.

2019 Summer Youth continued from Page 4

Bianca Valenzuela
UltraStar

Heaven Smith 
Vekol Cashier/Stock

Marco Jensen
UltraStar

Sammy Justin
Health Education

FAVORITE PART OF THE 
JOB
Marco Jensen- WorNing in 
the proMection room

Heaven Smith- 6eeing 
customers and helping out

Bianca Valenzuela-
WorNing at the ice cream 
cones

Samuel Justin- (ver\thing

HOW MANY YEARS 
HAVE YOU WORKED IN 
THE PROGRAM
Marco Jensen- 3

Heaven Smith- 2

Bianca Valenzuela- 4

Samuel Justin- 3

DID YOU WORK ON THE 
4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY/
WHAT DID YOU DO TO 
CELEBRATE?
Marco Jensen- Y es, I  
helped put up slides for the 
�th of -ul\ celeEration

Heaven Smith- 1o, sta\ed 
home

Bianca Valenzuela- Y es, 
sta\ed home

Samuel Justin- 1o, 
celeErated with famil\

WHAT DO YOU WANT 
TO DO AS A FUTURE 
CAREER?

Marco Jensen- 0echanic
Heaven Smith- 2wn a store�
Eusiness
Bianca Valenzuela- 1ot 
sure \et
Samuel Justin- Health 
instructor

IS THERE ANYTHING 
YOU WANT YOUR 
SUPERVISORS TO 
KNOW?
Marco Jensen- 7hanN \ou 
for showing me around all 
the diff erent departments
Heaven Smith- 1o
Bianca Valenzuela- 1o
Samuel Justin- 7hanNs for 
all the lessons and training

WIOA Program’s Summer Workers

HDS continued from page 3

Making a risky move with 
giant Jenga blocks.

This girl tries her hand at 
bowling while blindfolded.

7hese bo\s are raFing to the fi nish line pla\ing 0ario 
Kart provided by the Library.

e[perience Eecause not 
ever\one Nnew what the 
s\mEol signifi ed in our 
culture. 9er\ positive 
feedEacN was received on the 
presentation.

³,’ve never heard of the stor\ 
of the 0an in the 0a]e.  6o, 
, was ver\ interested in the 
�stor\� and to learn aEout 
the tale.´ ± &a\den 3eters 
�6ummer <outh�

³7he 0an in the 0a]e 
presentation was good�  , 
liNed the wa\ he e[plained it.  
, also never heard it the wa\ 

he put the stor\.´ ± &eli\ah 
$ntone �6ummer <outh�

³, thought it was good to 
hear the stor\ and to Must 
hear the meaning and what it 
stands for. , liNe that it stands 
for life and the Mourne\ we go 
through in our life and that 
there will Ee good and Ead in 
the stages with life.´ ± -arred 
$ntone �6ummer <outh�

³, liNed that there was 
the positive and negative 
Eehaviors that we all deal 
with.  $nd how the Eehaviors 
inÀ uence our dail\ choices.´ 

± 0ario 2rtega �6ummer 
<outh�

³,t was good to hear someone 
else’s point of view on the 
0an in the 0a]e.  7he speaNer 
gave good e[amples and it 
was eas\ to understand.´ ± 
%ridget &arl\le �HD6�

³What , liNed aEout the 
presentation was that it’s 
not Must aEout the 0an in 
the 0a]e, there’s a meaning 
aEout it.  ,t’s a meaning of 
\our Mourne\ and all the 
negativit\ and positivit\ 
and ever\thing \ou go 

through in life and seeing the 
EacNground of it.´ ± (lissa 
-ustin �6ummer <outh�

³, enMo\ed the 0an in the 
0a]e presentation, it gave 
me a deeper understanding 
of our s\mEol that we use as 
2’odham.  1ot ver\ man\ of 
us \ounger generation taNe 
time to listen to our elders�
teachers liNe we should Ee� 
letting our new generation 
inÀ uences overtaNe our 
lives.  $nd to hear the 
language Eeing spoNen 
was refreshing.´ ± 0elanie 
$ntone �HD6�

were supervisors or 
coworNers who helped 
guide them on their summer 
Mourne\, teaching them all the 
tricNs of the trade over the 
months. Human 5esources 
$dmin, 0aria HacNne\ 
gave a speech thanNing the 

worNers for their outstanding 
performances in the worN 
fi eld and encouraged them 
to Neep traveling on the 
successful paths the\ are 
currentl\ Eeing guided to. 

2n top of the da\ of pla\, 

0aria and H5 rewarded them 
with supplies and a nift\ new 
Eag. $s she reminded them 
not to hesitate and come EacN 
to worN ne[t summer, 0s. 
HacNne\ made it clear that 
all would have to Neep up the 
good grades in order to return 

for the ne[t \ear’s summer 
\outh program. 

&ongratulations to all the 
6ummer <outh WorNers for 
completing another \ear of 
worNing e[perience in the 
&ommunit\.
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Fireworks light Ak-Chin sky for the Fourth of July 

• C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  

• ParŬs anĚ Zecreati Žn

• C h i e f  G a r c i a ,  L i e u t e n a n t  H o l c o m b  
anĚ ŽnͲĚƵtǇ staī  ǁŚŽ ŚelƉeĚ 
c o o k  a n d  s e r v e  m e a l s  

• PƵďlic tŽrŬs ĚeƉartŵent ĨŽr setͲ
ƵƉ anĚ tearͲĚŽǁn

• ^anitati Žn 

• P u r c h a s i n g

• C O M  a n d  C S M

• Fire �eƉartŵent ĨŽr tŚe aŵaǌinŐ 
Į reǁŽrŬs sŚŽǁ

• R u n n e r  

• P l a n n i n g  

• A k - C h i n  M u m s i g o  B a n d  

• V e k o l  M a r k e t  

• ,arraŚ͛s anĚ hltra^tar ĨŽr ŚelƉ 
ǁitŚ ĨŽŽĚ anĚ ice stŽraŐe

dŚe CŽŵŵƵnitǇ �ǀents ĚeƉartŵent ǁŽƵlĚ liŬe tŽ tŚanŬ tŚe ĨŽllŽǁinŐ 
ĚeƉartŵents ĨŽr ŚelƉinŐ Ƶs ǁitŚ tŚe ϰtŚ ŽĨ :ƵlǇ Celeďrati Žn͊ te aƉƉreciate all 
ǇŽƵr ŚelƉ͊

UNITY continued from page 2 

The Ak-Chin Police department grill up the hot dogs 
and hamburgers for all to enjoy on Fourth of July The watermelon eating contest begins with the youth category. Participants ate as 

much melon as they could in two minutes.

Facepainting was popular 
during Fourth of July.

A way to stay cool was sitting at the 
bottom of the water slide.

The water slides were popular at the 
Community’s Fourth of July event. An Ak-Chin Fourth of July cumbia moment.

A young girl 
cheers on 
her family 
member 
during 
the adult 
watermelon 
eating 
contest held 
at MPA Park 
ball fi eld.

RIGHT:
Over thirty minutes of 
fi reworks lit up the Ak-
Chin sky this year. 

RIGHT:
Shannon and 
Mary Narcia 
in the patriotic 
spirit with 
facepaint 
and US fl ags 
during the 
Community 
Fourth of July.

This y ear’s Fourth of J uly 
celebration in the Community  
resembled a large picnic. 

I nstead of a talent show, 
the event had an eveningof 
live music by  the Ak-Chin 
M umsigo Band. 

7he Eall fi eld was fi lled with 
picnic tables and games of 
corn hole and ladder toss. 

The Ak-Chin P olice 
department did all the hot 
dog and hamburger grilling. 
For fun in the sun, fi ve water 
slides and bounce houses kept 
the kids cool. The R ecreation 
pool was also open. 

P opular was the face 
painting booth. At sunset, the 
watermelon eating contest 
took place with winners from 
the three categories winning 
an Ak-Chin swag bag. 

%\ ���� pm the fi eld lights 
went off  and with oversight 
from the Fire Department, 
the fi reworNs Eegan. 

3atriotic colors fi lled the sN\ 
for thirty minutes to close out 
the evening. 

Story and photos by Runner sta� 

The Ak-Chin Youth Council on a boat tour.

Councilmember Lisa Garcia 

Former 
Idaho 
Governor 
candidate 
Paulette 
Jordan 
speaks to 
youth.

Doria Garcia as 
“Prince.” Ak-Chin boys sing as four tribes.

Alison Miguel 
makes a new 
friend at UNITY.

“What words can I  use to 
describe UNI TY ?  Fun?  
Awesome?  Unforgettable?  
Who knows!  There is so much 
the National Conference 
can off er, it leads to a new 
chapter not only for your self 
but for your  Community too. 
UNI TY  has many doorways  
to your  future spiritually , 
phys ically , and mentally . 
What I  liked about UNI TY  
is seeing other native yout h 
from around the states AND 
even from Taiwan. Another 
part of UNI TY  I  liked is 
when we got to choose 
diff erent worNshops that we 
were interested in, the one 
that mostly stuck with me is 
leaving your  legacy behind 
to inspire other yout h. We 

all have had left a mark on 
people good or bad that will 
stay with them forever, it’s 
the connectiveness we as 
leaders leave behind for our 
people whether it can be 
a compliment, a fun time, 
words of wisdom, etc. I t’s 
always  the little things that 
count. Last but not least my 
favorite part about UNI TY  
is the Cultural E xchange 
and meeting newer people, 
alongside the DJ  Dance as 
well. For a fi rst timer ever 
attending UNI TY  it may seem 
a little intimidating and scary , 
being away from family for a 
week. But I  guarantee Y O U 
WI LL have the BE ST TI M E  
O F Y O UR  LI FE , you will 
NE VE R  forget the memories 
you had created. UNI TY  is an 
eye  opener, not only  are you 
there to make new friends and 
what not but you are there to 
help grow for your self, it 
teaches you many things from 
good to bad. I t strengthens 
you spiritually and mentally . 
UNI TY  forever.”

participates 
on a UNITY 
leader panel.

Ak-Chin Mumsigo band provided waila dance music 
for everyone attending the Community Fourth of July 
event.   RIGHT: Fireworks explode over MPA Park. 
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7 / 2
D alena Craw f ord,  

M aintenance

7 / 3
S ierra P addock,  F inance

R ay f ord V av a g es ,  
M aintenance

7 / 4
J ames F ortier,  I S

7 / 6
F lora H o w erton,  F inance

7 / 8
Adriana Al v arado,  E arly 

Childhood

7 / 9
G eorg ia Corella ,  E lderly
Y rene Z epeda,  H u man 

R esou rces

7 / 1 0
 K imb erly Creamer,  H u man 

R esou rces

7 / 1 1
D ean D inw iddie,  L a w  &  O rder

7 / 1 2
Carlos G arcia ,  P arks &  

R ecreation

7 / 1 3
L eeann P eters ,  T G A

7 / 1 4
E sther Al v arez ,  L a w  &  O rder

S tacie Cantu ,  T G A
J o b  E l liott ,  S ocial &  H ealth 

S er v ices
B rianna E strada,  L i b rary

7 / 1 5 ,  
L u is Chav ez ,  E P D
K eith F ranklin,  I S

7 / 1 6
T imothy Costello,  Airport

R onald F riedlander,  Airport
B rian H ammerschmidt,  F ire 

&  S a f ety
R odney H u f f aker,  I S
L inda S mith,  V ekol

7 / 1 7
Adan E nri q u e z ,  E P D
M artina G u y,  H ealth 

E d u cation

7 / 1 8
S i las N orris ,  M aintenance

7 / 1 9
B renda B all ,  E P D

7 / 2 0
H a v ier Al v arez ,  S anitation

B rian P o u lson,  F ire &  S a f ety
P erry V ettraino,  Capital 

P ro j ects

7 / 2 2
Andrea Chee,  L a w  &  O rder

7 / 2 3
K ara V anH ise,  S ocial &  H ealth 

S er v ices

7 / 2 4
S tephanie V aldez ,  E arly 

Childhood

7 / 2 7
R ay P u l v er,  E P D

7 / 2 8
L u is R odas,  H im D ak M u se u m

7 / 2 9
L aila G ardner,  H u man 

R esou rces
S yl v ia R u b alcab a ,  C u lt u ral 

R esou rces

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1

Kalene Santiago
2

Daniel Batopis
Angle Warren

3
Fernanda Acunia-

Pablo
Valecita Enos

Sierra Paddock

4
Dalia Antone

Mathilda Miguel
Yessenia Santiago

Elisia Ugalde

5
Amanda Kaniatobe

Louis Manuel, Jr.
Jilayne Miguel

6
Flora Howerton

Erno Lopez

7
David Garcia

Lucio Martinez, IV

8
Jason Smith

9
Georgia Corella

Jeremy Johns
Chizzum Justin
Yrene Zepeda

10
Stacy Antone
Whitney Justin
Anthony Lewis
Kenneth Lewis

Elizabeth Machado

11
Lyndsey Peters
Anna Thomas

12
Iris Attakai

Leeanna Jensen
Gloria Martinez

Evan Miller
Mariah Stephens

13
Martin Antone, Jr.

Jaelyn Justin
Dustin Miguel
Mason Miguel
Leeann Peters

14
Esther Alvarez
Noahli Antone
Jayden Hayslip

15
Jordan Stephens

16
Elaina Enos
Linda Smith
Danny Soliz

17
Jorge Alvarez, Jr.

Taos Joaquin

18
Abraham Jose

Silas Norris

19
Aniya Deleon

Dorian Nosie-Romo
Hannah Smith

20
Marisol Andaverde

Aiden Antone
Richard Carlyle

James Lopez
Briana Pena

Havier Stephens, Sr.
Robin Vincent

21
Dominic Lewis
Kaycee Lopez

Ja’Marrion 
Stevenson

22
Mark Narcia

23
Carlos Delores
Connor Miguel
Ulyceiz Ocanas

24
Alejandra Castro

Milla Cuatt
Samantha Martinez

Doyleen Pablo
Consuella Santiago
Stephanie Valdez

25
Xendryk Antone-Silas
Jamar Stevenson, Jr.
Norman Vincent, Jr.

26
Sally Antone

Teagan Delma
Kylie Hill

Tyler Mike
Fabian Santiago

27
Lilly-anna Johnson

Aurelia Peters
Kaylan Peters

28
Cheryl Lopez

Terrance Peters
Luis Rodas

Jeannie Stephens

29
Laila Lopez

Sylvia Rubalcaba
Jeanette Sanders

30
Ashlea Anderson

Cecil Miguel
Corrina White

31
Brenda Arellanes-

Burgos
Clyde Santiago
Lino Valles, Jr.
Kristen Villegas

AK-CHIN JOB OPPORTUNITIES

A P P L I C A N T S  C A N  N O W  
A P P L Y  O N L I N E !

Visit Ak-Chin Indian Community website 
(www.ak-chin.nsn.us) and click Job Openings to review 
or apply for an open position. If you are claiming Indian 

Preference, proof of tribal enrollment MUST be submitted 
at the time of application.

•  A r c h a e o l o g i s t
•  Central Plant Facilities 

M a n a g e r
•  D i e s e l  M e c h a n i c  

A s s i s t a n t
•  L a n g u a g e  C o o r d i n a t o r
•  M a i n t e n a n c e  

T e c h n i c i a n
•  S e c u r i t y  G u a r d

•  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  
C o u n s e l o r

•  T r a n s i t  M a n a g e r
O p e n  t o  E n r o l l e d  A k - C h i n  
M e m b e r s  a n d  C u r r e n t  
E m p l o y e e s  O n l y
•  A r t  T e c h n i c i a n
•  C u l t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  

S p e c i a l i s t

Happy belated birthday 
Amber Smith

Love you, Grandma

Happy Birthday to my 
son Si. 

I hope you get 
what you wish for.

Love you, Mom

Happy Birthday Anna! 
Love you very much.
Debbie Baptisto and 

Frasia Mike

I wanna say a lot, but 
for now all I’m saying is 
Happy Birthday Mom! 

You’re the best, God 
bless you with so much 

love.
Love, Baby i

Connie Santiago, 
Happy Birthday to you 

and many more.
From George and all 

the MT’s

Kenneth Lewis, 
God Bless you and 

Happy Belated Birthday 
to you.

From the MT’s

Kay Kay,
Watching you grow up 
has been many things, 
joyful, impactful, and 

even stressful. Above all, 
though, it has been the 
most meaningful part 

of our lives, you are our 
Sunshine day and night. 
Happy birthday! Love, 

Mommy and Cubby

Happy Birthday Kaylan,
Even though we get on 

your nerves daily we 
love you 😊

Love, Alex, Isaiah, 
Junior, Sharon and Kye 

Bear

Happy Birthday Littles 
(Kaylan Sunshine 

Peters),

Can’t wait to spend the 
rest of my life spoiling 

my ONLY Baby Girl 
starting next month.

Love, Daddy

Happy Birthday to 
my granddaughters 

Aurelia, Kaylan, Laila 
and Kristen, and my 
grandson Terrance

Love, Grandma

Happy Birthday 
Richard!

Love your family

Happy Birthday Kaycee 
thanks for helping us 

out!
From the Runner

The Mavericks and Los Lobos bring a July dance party
LEFT:
Mavericks 
guitarist 
Eddie 
Perez 
and lead 
singer 
Raul Malo 
on Friday, 
July 5.

ABOVE: Conrad 
Lozano, Louie 
Perez and 
David Hidalgo 
perform. LEFT: 
Cesar Rosas 
sings a Los 
Lobos classic.

Story and photos by K. Morago

Concert continues to page  12

 An earthqua ke wasn’t 
needed inside the E vents 
Center at Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
on Friday , J uly 5, it was 
rockin’ but some guests 
enj oyi ng The M avericks 
and Los Lobos show felt it, 
seeing screens and the back-
riser seating move.
 While Southern 
California felt a 7.1 tremor, 
most concert goers at the 
show were enj oyi ng opening 
act Los Lobos.
 Comprised of David 
Hidalgo, Louis P erez , Cesar 
R oj as, Conrad Loz ano, Steve 
Berlin and Cougar E strada, 
Los Lobos ( The Wolves)  took 
the stage under red lighting to 
perform an hour of their hits, 

which included “La P istola 
y E l Coraz on” and “Come 
on, let’s go”. Sharing vocals 
for different songs, David 
shared “R oad to Gila Bend” 
for family in attendance and 
to pay tribute to time living 
there.

P rimarily from E ast Los 
Angeles, the band playe d 
some cumbias and ended their 
set with “La Bamba”.
The group’s performance 
showed off their musical 
skills and the audience did not 
want the show to end.

As the stage was being 
prepared for The M avericks, 
one had to wonder if R aul 
M alo and the guys  could top 

the openers. From the first 
song, “Losing Side of M e” and 
hit “There Goes M y Heart” it 
was clear the M avericks were 
on their A game. 

From R aul’s vocals, E ddie’s 
guitar, J erry D ale’s keyboa rds 
and P aul’s drums, the band 

was on fire. When Harrah’s 
security tried to encourage 
concert goers to stay in their 
seats,  at the third song R aul 
gave the O K  for the crowd to 
move closer to the stage and 
dance.

Birthday 
Wishes
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• Experienced Line Cook

• Experienced Server

• Experienced Bartender

• Experienced Nightclub/
Sports Bar Server

NOW 
HIRING

Interested candidates may apply at 
UltrastarAkChin.com 

or pick up an applica� on at 
UltraStar’s box offi  ce. 

AK-CHIN PAVILION - COMERICA THEATER - TALKING STICK RESORT ARENA
July 21  – Beck and Cage the Elephant
July 27  –  Rockstar Energy Drink 
                  DISRUPT Festival w/ The Used, 
                  Thrice, Circa Survive, Sum 41, 
                  Sleeping with Sirens, and more.
July 31 – Third Eye Blind & Jimmy Eat World
August 3 – Rascal Flatts with special guests
August 4 – KNOTFEST: Slipknot, 
                   Volbeat, Gojira and Behemoth
August 5 - Blink-182 & Lil Wayne
August 9 – Mary J. Blige with Nas
August 9 - Banda MS
August 10 –  311 w/ The Interrupters, 
                      Dreamers, and Bikini Trill
August 16 – Chris Young & Chris Janson
August 28 – Heart with Joan Jett 
                     & The Blackhearts, Elle King
August 31 – Korn & Alice in Chains
September 13 – Dave Matthews Band
September 15 – Breaking Benjamin, with 
                           Special Guest Chevelle, 
                           Three Days Grace, 
                           Dorothy and Diamante
September 17 - Iron Maiden
September 19 - Florida Georgia Line with 
                           Special Guests Dan + Shay, 
                           Morgan Wallen, Canaan Smith
October 3 - Meek Mill & Future

From left to right: Mavericks guitarist Eddie Perez, 
Chairman Robert Miguel, drummer Paul Deakin, Dave 
Peters, keyboardist Jerry Dale McFadden, and Cecil 
Peters before the band hit the Events Center stage. (Not 
pictured - guitarist/lead vocals Raul Malo)

Bringing his self-
taught accordion 
skills to the 
Mavericks show, 
Michael Guerra 
has played 
with the Texas 
Tornados and 
others. He also 
performs with his 
own band The 
Nights Calling.

Ak-Chin 
members 
Marilyn 
Thompson 
and Marlene 
Garcia 
with 
members of 
Los Lobos on 
Friday, July 
5 at Harrah’s 
Event Center.

Concert continues from page 11 

 “Volver, Volver,” 
“Until the Next Teardrop 
Falls,” and some polkas 
were added to the 
setlist. The band also 
posted a group photo of 
their memorable visit 
to Harrah’s Ak-Chin on 

their social media. 
 Upcoming shows 
at Harrah’s include Bell 
Biv Devoe - August 
30, Great White and 
Slaughter - September 
6,  and Lifehouse - 
September 20.




