
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E
P a ge  2  J ul y  C o m m un i ty  G a th e r i n g  
P a ge  3   H a r r a h ’ s Ak -C h i n  C o n c e r ts

P a ge  4   B a c k  to  S c h o o l
P a ge  9     L ui s a n d  M e r c e d e s M e m o r i a l  T o ur n a m e n t

M a r i c o p a , Ar i z o n a V o l u m e  X X X I I I ,  I s s u e  15 August 2 - 15, 2019

On Thursday, July 18th, 
Ak-Chin Chairman Robert 
Miguel was elected amongst 
his peers of Tribal Leaders 
from throughout Arizona as 
the new Vice-President of 
the Inter-Tribal Association 
of Arizona (ITAA, formerly 
the Inter-Tribal Council of 
Arizona) during their annual 
retreat which took place at 
the Poco Diablo Resort in 
Sedona, Arizona.

Chairman Miguel and other 
elected o൶cials which 
included, ITAA President 
Bernadine Burnette, Ft. 

McDowell President, and 
ITAA Secretary/Treasurer Dr. 
Damon R. Clarke, Hualapai 
Tribal Chairman, who all 
took their 2ath of 2൶ce 
before Judge Siera Russell, 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Council member. 

Not present was ITAA 2nd 
Vice-President-elect Terry 
Rambler, Chairman of the 
San Carlos Apache Tribe. 

7he newl\ elected o൶cials 
were actually elected during 
a meeting at the ,7AA o൶ces 
in Phoenix weeks prior to 

o൶ciall\ taking their oaths in 
Sedona.

Chairman Miguel was deeply 
honored and speechless when 
he was elected. 

³7o have the confidence� 
faith, (and) support of 
leadership from other tribes 
is truly a privilege,” he said. 
“I can’t say enough of their 
continued support of me, this 
will truly go down as one of 
the highlights of my tenure. 
It speaks volumes when you 
are chosen by respected and 
more experienced leaders 

L-R: President – Bernadine Burnette (President – Ft. McDowell Yavapai-Apache 
Nation), Secretary - Dr. Damon R. Clarke (Chairman – Hualapai Tribe) and Vice-
President – Robert Miguel (Chairman – Ak-Chin Indian Community). Swearing in the 
new administration is Judge Sierra Russell – Councilwoman Yavapai-Apache Nation.

Chairman Miguel 
elected Vice-President 
of Inter-Tribal 
Association of Arizona

Arizona Treasurer 
Kimberly Yee visits
Ak-Chin Community

Article by Runner Staff� subPitted photo

Ak-Chin Vice Chairman Gabriel Lopez, Arizona State Treasure Kimberly Yee and Ak-
Chin Council member Lisa Garcia at the tribal headquarters on 

Sherman Indian 
High School presents 
at Ak-Chin Education

Article and photos by &� 3icciuolo

Karlene Clifford M.S., PPS and cultural/traditional leader Lori Sisquoc discuss the 
benefits and history of Sherman Indian School in Riverside, California. 

Article by Runner Staff� subPitted photo

Many Ak-Chin Indian 
Community members have 
attended or have had their 
children attend Sherman 
Indian School in Riverside, 
California, and now the 
school has come to ACIC for 
a visit. 

The high school is federally 
funded through the Bureau 
of Indian Education (BIE), 

within the United States 
Department of Interior, and is 
of no cost to American Indian 
students to attend. 

The visit was hosted by 
the Ak-Chin Education 
Department. Out of district 
counselor at Ak-Chin 
Education Department, 
Yolanda Miranda, M. Ed, 
invited employees of the Ak-

Chin Language Department 
to sing a traditional song, 
which was described as 
a blessing/prayer, for the 
school as a thank you for 
their warm welcome when 
she visited for a graduation.

Ak-Chin language technician 
Lusan Enos talked to 
everyone in the room about 
her experience as an alum. 

The Ak-Chin Indian 
Community leadership 
welcomed Arizona State 
Treasurer Kimberly Yee to 
the Community on Thursday, 
-ul\ ��� (lected into o൶ce in 
November 2018, Treasurer 
Yee began her term in January 
2019 and has been visiting 
Arizona’s Indian tribes and 
other organizations.

7he first Asian American 
elected to a state-wide 
o൶ce in Ari]ona� 7reasurer 
Yee is the state’s chief 
banking and investment 
o൶cer� ³she safeguards 

approximately $15 billion in 
assets and stewards the cash 
management of Arizona’s 
$40 billion state budget and 
related payments to state 
agencies, local governments 
and public schools. As 
Treasurer, she also serves 
as the Chairman of the State 
Board of Investment and the 
State Loan Commission and 
is a member of the State Land 
Selection Board,” according 
to the state o൶cial website�

Formerly a State 
Representative representing 
District #20 from 2013 – 

2019, Treasurer Yee met with 
Ak-Chin Vice-Chairman 
Gabriel Lopez and Council 
member Lisa Garcia at Ak-
Chin tribal headquarters. 
After her visit, she posted a 
photo on social media saying 
she enjoyed her visit to Ak-
Chin “and looks forward to 
future partnerships with the 
Community.” 

To learn more about Treasurer 
Yee or current state treasury 
news visit https://aztreasury.
gov/.

Sherman continues to page 7

ITAA continued on page 3

Summer Harvesting

During a Friday delivery of 
the Runner newspaper in the 
Community, photojournalists 
Chris Picciuolo and Justine 
Peters stopped to capture 
a summer harvesting of 
silage corn in one of the 
fields Must west of Ak-Chin 
Headquarters.

The photo shows the corn 
silage being chopped by a 

self- propelled chopper which 
is then blown into a trailer. 
The harvesting and hauling 
are contracted by Robinson 
Farms, who harvests corn, 
wheat, barley, and sorghum 
in Arizona, New Mexico, and 
west Texas.

“The corn was planted March 
1st,” shared Steve Coester, 
Ak-Chin Farm Manager. “It 

has been sold to a dairy and 
will be shipped to the dairy 
as needed. Approximately 
135,000 tons of corn silage 
were grown this year. 
At this time, we haven’t 
decided what will be grown 
in this field ne[t \ear but 
will probably (be) barley or 
cotton.”

Article by R. Peters and Photo by C. Picciuolo
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July Community Gathering focuses on bahidag harvest
Story and photos by Runner sta�

F r i d a y  A u g u s t  2
N acho B ar,  ice- cream

M o n d a y  A u g u s t  5
B B Q  rib s,  plain rib s 

( D ) ,  red potato 
( D ) ,  yams,  salad,  

pineapples

T u e s d a y  A u g u s t  6
S plit peas,  chicken 

stir ĨrǇ ;�Ϳ͕ popoǀers͕ 
ŵixeĚ ǀeŐetables
ǇoŐurt ǁͬberries

W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  7
T acos,  S panish rice
ǌuccŚini ǁͬcŚeese͕ 

cake

T h u r s d a y  A u g u s t  8
�ŐŐ salaĚ sanĚǁicŚ͕ 
toŵato cucuŵber 
salaĚ͕ ǁax beans
apples or oranŐes

F r i d a y  A u g u s t  9
�abbaŐe steǁ͕ carrots 
Ͳ peas͕ biscuits͕ :ellͲK

M o n d a y  A u g u s t  12
,aŵ sanĚǁicŚ͕ 

Őreen beans͕ cŚips͕ 
DanĚarin oranŐes

or pears

T u e s d a y  A u g u s t  13
B ean or chicken 

tostadas,  corn on cob ,  
sǁeet breaĚ

W e d n e s d a y  A u g u s t  14
�Śicken paƩǇ 

sanĚǁicŚ͕ ŵixeĚ 
ǀeŐetables͕ broccoli
apples or oranŐes

T h u r s d a y  A u g u s t  15
SpaŐŚeƫ͕ alĨreĚo ;�Ϳ͕ 

salad,  T ex as T oast,  
Ĩruit cocktail

Next generation of leaders start with Ak-Chin 
Youth Council, tentative Inauguration date set

The Ak-Chin Youth Council held 
their Youth Council Elections in 
the Library multi-purpose room 
on Friday, July 12 from 8:00am – 
6:00pm.

Ak-Chin youth ages 13 - 25, and 
enrolled members and/or other 
Native American youth who 
reside within the Community’s 
boundaries, were encouraged to 
cast their ballot and vote.

Youth Council positions open 
included: President, Vice-
president, Secretary, Treasurer, 
High School Representative (one 
male, one female), and Middle 
School Representative (one male, 

one female).

Since that day, the Ak-Chin Youth 
Council has been mum on sharing 
the results. “We still need to get 
confirmation regarding some of the 
o൶cers for the (lection�´ <outh 
Council Coordinator Marla Antone 
said.

There is a process where winners 
from the election need to be 
o൶ciall\ notified� acceSt the role 
and complete paperwork before 
they are sworn into Youth Council 
o൶ce later this month� A tentative 
date of Friday, August 23 for the 
Inauguration was mentioned, 
deSending on final aSSroval� A 

meeting is also held with 
parents and guardians to 
explain Youth Council 
policies and expectations. 

The Youth Council 
Coordinator is encouraging 
“anyone wanting to 
participate in this year’s 
inauguration as a youth 
council member needs to 
have their application turned 
in b\ �)rida\�� August ��´ she 

said.

For parents and guardians 
who may have questions, 
a Parent Meeting to assist 
filling out Sackets is set for 
Wednesday, August 14.

To learn more about the 
upcoming inauguration or 
Youth Council activities, 
please contact the Youth 
Council o൶ce at ���-����� 

A large sign in front of the Education/Library building guides 
young voters to the Youth Council election poll.     ACYC photo

Story and photo by K. Morago

Dawn Fuentes gives Mylauni Antone a ballot. 

Ak-Chin elders stay cool indoors with fun bingo games

Georgia Corella calls bingo numbers. Ak-Chin elders enjoy an afternoon of bingo.

Story and photos by K. Morago

Ak-Chin elders have a variety 
of activities to stay cool this 
summer and on Wednesday, July 
31 it was fun games of bingo after 
the noon meal at the Elder Center.
 Ak-Chin (lder Center staff 
member Georgia Corella called 
numbers and nearly everyone 
won a prize that day. From soda, 
household items, and yummy 
snacks, it was a great afternoon to 
connect with everyone.

The next elder bingo will be 
held on Thursday, August 22 and 
be hosted by Oasis Pavilion. Other 
activities include projects in the elder 
crafts room, and movie outings. 

Other events include a visit to 
the (Gila River) Sacaton Elders on 
Monday, August 26, and Ak-Chin 
Council Update on Tuesday, August 
27. Please visit the Community 
Calendar on page 5 or contact the 
Elder Center at 568-1760.

July Community 
Gathering speaker 
Jacob Butler explains 
the bahidag harves and 
syrup making at the Ak-
Chin Service Center on 
Thursday, July 25.
RIGHT:
Ak-Chin Education 
Director Dr. Mario Molina 
with wife Tanya extends 
goodwill to Ak-Chin 
elders George and Phyllis 
Lewis.

Harvest continued from page 2

With the monsoon looming 
around the Community and 
visible through the glass 
windows and doors of the 
Ak-Chin Service Center, Salt 
River Indian Community 
Garden Coordinator Jacob 
Butler shared a presentation 
on the Saguaro Harvest and 
Syrup Making to a packed 
audience of over fift\ guests 
on Thursday, July 25.

Hosted by the Ak-Chin 
Language Program, the July 
Community Gathering was 
an evening filled with humor� 
culture, and a delicious meal 
SreSared b\ the staff�

Jacob Butler is no stranger to 
Ak-Chin. Invited many times 
to Ak-Chin to talk on many 
topics or participate in tribal 
events, Salt River’s own 
³2¶odham *arden *u\´ was 
well-informed on the subject 
at hand.

An artist who does etchings on 
shell necklaces, he explained 
that he uses the syrup to 
highlight his designs on the 
shells, soaking them. Often 
trading with members of the 
Tohono O’odham nation, 
a completed necklace for 

syrup, Jacob was encouraged 
to learn how to harvest from 
the saguaro or ³bahidag�´ 
including learning to make 
the s\ruS or ³sitol�´

Salt River Indian Community 
has done an annual summer 
bahidag harvest for the past 
four years. This most recent 
year, he shared that they 

received help from Tohono 
O’odham members Michael 
Enis and Amy Juan.

Explaining step by step, 

Jacob’s presentation was 
thoughtful, informative, 
showcasing their harvest 
success and explained simply 
in a ³how-to´ format with 
photos and Power point. 
Sincere and honest, he also 
touched on mistakes and 
lessons learned from those 
experiences.

He also opened his 
presentation by passing 
around a small jar of syrup 
where Gathering guests tried 
on their ce:mait (tortilla) or 
by itself. He mentioned that a 
small jar sells for forty bucks. 
But for Salt River, it is about 
getting their tribal members 
engaged in cultural activities. 
³,t¶s a lot of work to make it�´ 
he said.

2ne of the first things done 
before a harvest is to make 
a kuipad, a large “hashan 
vaSoi´ or saguaro rib that 
is used to collect fruit atop 
the high saguaros. Twine or 
metal tie wire is used to make 
the vapoi.

As the kuipad are made, the 
next thing to consider is where 
to harvest. It is recommended 
that one keeps an eye on 
a potential site for several 

weeks watching the hiosik 
or flower� :hen the hiosik 
dries, the fruit should swell 
and be ready for picking.

Appropriate dress is also 
encouraged. Jacob shared 
that some young participants 
would wear t-shirts, shorts 
and fliS-floSs� +ats� long 
sleeve shirts and pants will 
actually help one stay cool in 
the hot harvest weather.

Jacob also mentioned that 
he was taught that before 
he began to harvest he is to 
select one ripe bahidag and 
rub it on oneself as a blessing. 
The process is to let the rain 
know that it is wanted and 
being asked to come. He 
also shared that a harvest can 
not take place after the rains 
because the fruit would be 
spoiled.

The goal of a harvest is to 
gather five large buckets 
because the syrup making 
process will reduce the yield. 
He asks that harvesters look 
to assign everyone a task and 
taking turns to make it fun 
and enjoyable, and to make 
sure that no unripe bahidag is 
picked.



who feel you have the ability to 
lead,” he said.

“We now move forward and 
continue to support the 21 tribes in 
all eff orts to continue in imSroving 
our wa\ of life�´ Chairman 0iguel 
shared after his oath ceremony.

The ITAA was established sixty-
seven \ears ago to ³…To provide its 
member tribes with a united voice 
and the means for united action on 
matters that aff ect them collectively 
or individually…” according to their 
o൶  cial website�

“On July 9, 1975, the council 
established a Srivate� non-Srofi t 
corporation, Inter Tribal Council of 
Arizona, Inc. (ITCA), under the laws 
of the State of Arizona to promote 
,ndian self-reliance through Sublic 
policy development. ITCA provides 
an independent capacity to obtain, 
analyze and disseminate information 
vital to Indian community self-
development.”

“The members of ITCA are the 
highest elected tribal o൶  cials� 
tribal chairpersons, presidents and 
governors� 7hese reSresentatives 
are in the best position to have 
a comprehensive view of the 

c o n d i t i o n s 
and needs of 
the Indian 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
they represent. 
As a grouS� the 

tribal leaders reSresent governments 
that have a shared historical 
experience. Consequently, the tribes 
have a common governmental status 
as well as similar relationships with 
federal and state governments� ,7CA 
is governed b\ a Board of 'irectors 
comSosed of� Presidents� )irst 9ice 
President� 6econd 9ice President� 
and Secretary/Treasurer. The work 
of ,7CA staff  and consultants is 
carried out under the direction 
and suServision of 0aria 'adgar� 
([ecutive 'irector�´ the website 
shares.

“ITCA operates more than 30 
SroMects and emSlo\s a staff  of 
�� to Srovide on-going technical 
assistance and training to tribal 
governments in Srogram Slanning 
and development, research and data 
collection, resource development, 
management and evaluation� 
,n addition� the staff  of ,7CA 
organi]es and conducts seminars� 
workshops, conferences and public 
hearings to facilitate SarticiSation 
of tribal leaders in the formulation 
of public policy at all levels. The 
goal of ,7CA and its commitment 
to the member tribes is to ensure 
the self-determination of Indian 
tribal governments through their 
participation in the development of 
the Solicies and Srograms which 
aff ect their lives�´

To learn more about ITAA, please 
visit their o൶  cial website at httS���
itcaonline.com/.

Story by Runner staff 
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Dear Parent/Guardian:
Attending school has a huge impact on student 
success. This year we want to make sure every 
student misses no more than 10 days of school 
per school year, or 1 day a month. We need 
your help!

Some Attendance Tips to Promote Student 
Learning:
•Make sure your students keep a regular 
bedtime and establish a morning routine so 
they are rested and alert when they get to 
school.
�7urn oৼ  all electronics including 79s� phones 
and tablets at bedtime.
•Make sure clothes and backpacks are ready 
the night before.
�&heck with \our school nurse or o৽  ce staৼ  if 
you are not sure about when to keep your child 
at home due to illness.
•Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s 
appointments when school is in session. 
Early release is every Wednesday which helps 
when scheduling appointments. If there is no 
avoiding appointments during school hours, 
please schedule fi rst thing in morning or late 
afternoon so your student can have as much 
school instruction as possible. 
•Talk to advisors, teachers, or counselors for 
advice if your student feel anxious about going 
to school.
•Develop back up plans for getting to school if 
something comes up. Call on a family member, 
neighbor, or another parent to take your 
student to school. Education Department can 
provide 3 rides to school per semester.

**We are also developing some really cool 
rewards/incentives for your student if they 
maintain good attendance throughout the 
school year. Be on the lookout for upcoming 
announcement for the full details!
Please let us know how we can best support you 
and your student so that they can show up for 
school on time every day.   Have a great 2019-
2020 School Year!
Sincerely,

Liane Iglesias and Renee Carter
Ak-Chin Indian Community
7ruanc\ 2৽  cers

Josh Turner, Lifehouse and Clink Black to 
perform at Harrah’s Event Center

CLINT BLACK

ITAA continued from Front

The Events Center at Harrah’s Ak-
Chin has been off  to a great start� 
With nationally known, critically 
acclaimed and award-winning 
Serformers hitting the stage since 
its oSening� toS talent continues all 
summer long and into the fall�

Bell Biv Devoe Friday, August 30
Bell Biv 'evoe �BB'�� a breakawa\ 
grouS formed b\ members of the 
5	B grouS 1ew (dition� will be 
bringing their electric sound to the 
Events Center at Harrah’s Ak-Chin 

Casino on )rida\� August ��� ����� 

BB'� founded b\ 5	B legends 
5ick\ Bell� 0ichael Bivins and 
5onnie 'e9oe� was launched in 
1989 with MCA Records. 

7he grouS¶s debut album� ³Poison�´ 
was released in 1990 and was 
credited as Sioneering an eclectic 
combination of hip hop, soul and 
SoS music called ³new Mack swing�´ 
Poison reached number one on 
Billboard¶s 5	B�+iS +oS chart� 

with multiSle singles from the 
album reaching number three on 
the Billboard +ot ���� including 
³'o 0e�´ and title track ³Poison�´ 
7he grouS is also known for dance-
worth\ singles including ³B�B�'��´ 
“When Will I See You Smile 
Again"´ and ³6he¶s 'oSe�´

,n ����� the grouS released their fi rst 
track in �� \ears� ³5un�´ following 
it up with a new album in 2017 
called “Three Stripes.” In recent 
\ears� BB' has also Serformed on 

Harrah’s continues on page 8
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ARTWORK, LETTERS, STORIES
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encourages Community involvement. 

If you have artwork, photos, poems 
or a great story that you would like 
to share, please contact us so we can 

include it in “YOUR” newspaper. 

Also, if you have suggestions or 
comments about “YOUR” newspaper, 
let the Runner Staff know that too. 

All submitted letters MUST be signed 
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Ak-Chin Indian Community

DEADLINE
Don’t forget the DEADLINE for the 
August 16 - September 5, 2019 

issue is due by
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2019

Please submit all announcements, 
wishes, etc. no later than 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2019
Any material submitted after the

AUGUST 9TH DEADLINE
Cannot be guaranteed placement. 
But, if appropriate and relevant, 

Will be included in the following issue.
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Annabelle Gutierrez.Adrian Montana. Angelica Antone and 
Emerson Antone. Brenley Hackney.

Chikis Rodarte. Dante, King, and Tyler Peters. Desiree Bernal and 
Nathan Bernal.

Edward and William 
Martinez.

Elizabeth and Isabella 
Antone. Isaiah Aviles. Kaylan Peters, Isaiah Peters 

and Kylie Carlyle.Isaac King.

Kingston Narcia. Larisa Rascon, Liliana 
Rascon, and Viviana Rascon. Maddie Delores. Mark Pablo Jr.

Mason Bowman. Mateo and Antonio 
Rodriguez.

Sophie Languren.

Reggie Delores.

Ryleigh and Mayleigh 
Delores.

GAME HACKER

This is the 9th year the Ak-
Chin Library has celebrated 
Summer Reading!!!  Over the 
year, the Library celebrated 
with hosting a pool party, or 
if the Monsoon hit, the party 
would be moved indoors 
at the Library.  Weather 
does not stop us from 
celebrating the kids who 
actively participate in our 
summer reading programs 
and logging in their reading 
minutes.  The Summer 
Reading goal for everyone 
(youth and adults) is to read 
1,000 minutes.

Twenty youth attended this 
year’s pool party and braved 
the high temperatures.

Thank you to the following: 
Youth Council, the Ak-Chin 
Fire Department, Parks & 
Rec, the Lifeguards, Transit, 

Vekol, Gayle Yarberry (our 
temp) and the parents and 
caregivers who continue to 
suSSort the /ibrar\¶s eff orts 
to keep the youth reading!!!  

The Library enjoys being 
able to provide programs for 
the youth that will inspire 
them to read and become 
lifelong readers.

Game hacker Sophia Schweitzer reads Coding Games 
in Scratch to help complete the multiple tasks.

Article and photos by J. Peters

Game Hacker is one of Ak-
Chin Library’s programs 
that is helping the youth 
excel in computer coding 
and software confi guration� 

It has been increasing its 
educationally motivated 
program with every class, 
with new challenges assigned 
by Library Technician, 

Summer Reading 
Thank You

In issue 14, we 
accidentally listed 
Candida Upton as the 
4th GED graduate of 
the year, when she was 
actually the 5th GED 
graduate of 2019. 

The Runner would like 
to apologize for the 
mishap. Congratulations 
Candida and thank you 
to GED Instructor, Desiree 
Guarino for bringing this 
oversight to our attention. 

Correction!
Game Hacker continues to page 7

“The more that 
you read, the 
more things 

you will know, 
the more that 
you learn, the 
more places 

you’ll go.”
Dr. Seuss

For many children across the country the school bells have 
rung and classes are in session. The summer is gone and 
the seasonal adventures are now sweet memories to refl ect 
on.

Plenty of parents proudly watched their kids rise up to take 
on the new challenges the new school year has in store; 

days of learning new things, solving new problems and 
making new friends. As kids prepare to tackle their fi rst 
days of school we were lucky enough to get the following 
selfi es from proud families. 

The Runner wishes all new and returning students a happy 
school year!

“The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors 
into windows.” – Sydney J. Harris



Recently, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
suggested doctors start 
prescribing play for young 
children. “Play supports the 
formation of the safe, stable, 
and nurturing relationships 
with all caregivers that 
children need to thrive,” the 
report said.

Summer is a perfect 
opportunity to take a drive to 
escape the summer heat and 
incorporate some outdoor 
activities that allow toddlers 
and preschoolers to spend 
time outside exercising their 
bodies and minds. 

Play in an outdoor, natural 
environment helps engage a 
young child’s senses. First 
Things First reminds families 
that a nature trip doesn’t have 
to be a far-off Slace� it could 
be a neighborhood park or 
local splash pads. 

Here are a few activities to 
get you started:
• Go on a nature scavenger 

hunt - think of things you 
might see while outside 
then use the list to collect 
items as you walk. 

• Show your child how to 
e[Slore the forest floor or 
grassy lawn.

• Point out bugs.
• Talk about what you see, 

hear and smell. 
• Observe patterns in a 

stream or rainbows made 
by splashing water. 

• Have a meal outside.

Parents are also encouraged 
to allow their child some 
time for free play, where the 
child chooses what activities 
to do that will allow their 
imagination and creativity to 
take over. 

For more ways on how 
parents can support their 
little one’s development and 
learning through play watch 
FTF’s short video at http://bit.
ly/FTFplay.

Use the information above to 
find some time to get outdoors 
with your infants, toddlers 
and preschoolers, so they can 
learn, grow and thrive. 

About First Things First – First 
Things First is a voter-created, 
statewide organization that 
funds early education and 
health programs to help kids 
be successful once they enter 
kindergarten. Decisions about 
how those funds are spent 
are made by local councils 
staffed b\ communit\ 
volunteers. To learn more, 
visit FirstThingsFirst.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Community Gathering Held at 

the Service Center, 6- 9PM
Community Meeting Held at 

Ak-Chin Service Center, 6-8PM

ELDER CENTER INFORMATION
Elder Center-520-568-1760

Center Hours Monday-Friday 
8 AM to 5 PM

Breakfast 7:30 AM to 9 AM 
Lunch 12 noon

Transportation-520-568-1760
or 520-568-1769 

Please Call Before 4 PM

Eggs Delivered every Tuesday. 
Eggs pick up Wed-Fri 8 AM-3 PM 

After Hours 520-858-5043

Elder Shopping and Errands are 
provided every Monday and Friday 
at 1 PM  If you need transportation 
for Shopping and Errands on any 

Other day, please call Transit 
Department. 520-568-1630

LIBRARY INFORMATION
*Needs to be signed up to be in 
program. Call 520-568-1675 for 

more information. Elder Coloring-
Takes place at the Elder Center 

Japan Pop – Transportation to and 
from library is required. You must 

be 10 years or older to participate. 
Baby Time! – every Wednesday, 

10:30-11:00am. Children 0-5 ONLY. 
OVERDRIVE TRUCK – No signup 

required, Children under 8 yrs must 
be accompanied by an adult.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Friday – 8AM-6PM

Saturday-12PM-4PM
Sunday-Closed

RECREATION INFORMATION
For more information on Rec Center 
events please call the Rec Center @ 

520-568-1740

**Calendar Subject to Change**

EDUCATION

GED Schedule
Monday - Friday 

10:00am-12:00pm
Monday/Tuesday/

Thursday/Friday
2:00pm - 5:00pm

Wednesday
4:30pm - 7:00pm

ELDER CENTER

AUGUST 1
Strong Heart Study 

Follow-Up
Elder Center w/ Celina 

8am

AUGUST 2
Discussion of Elder 

Volleyball

Tournament @ 8am 
Elder Center w/ 
Monica Rubio

Elder Shopping & 
Errands 1pm

AUGUST 5
Elder Shopping & 

Errands 1PM

AUGUST 7
Beat the Heat 
Presentation

w/ Erin Kariuki Angels 
Care Home Health 

12pm

AUGUST 8
Movie Day

AUGUST 9
Craft w/ The Library

Elder Shopping & 
Errands 1pm

AUGUST 12
Elder Shopping & 

Errands 1pm

AUGUST 16
Elder Check Day

Elder Shopping & 
Errands 1pm

AUGUST 19
Elder Shopping & 

Errands 1pm

AUGUST 20
Goodwill Shopping

AUGUST 21
Movies

AUGUST 22
Bingo hosted by Oasis 

Pavilion

AUGUST 23
Craft w/ The Library

Elder Shopping & 
Errands 1pm

AUGUST 26
Visit to Dist 3 Elder 
Center Sacaton 
9:30am to 1pm
Leaving @ 9am

AUGUST 27
Council Updates

AUGUST 28
Caregiver Support 

Meeting 11am

AUGUST 30
Elder Shopping & 

Errands 1pm

PARKS & REC

AUGUST 13TH – 15TH
Co-ed Youth Volleyball 

Practice 5:30pm – 
8:30pm

AUGUST 19TH – 20TH 
Co-ed Youth Volleyball 

Practice 5:30pm – 
8:30pm

AUGUST 21ST – 22ND
Rec Staff will be at a 

conference

AUGUST 27TH – 29TH
Co-ed Youth Volleyball 

Practice 5:30pm – 
8:30pm

New Pool Hours
Wednesday through 

Friday
2:00pm – 7:00pm

Saturday and Sunday
10:00am through 

7:00pm
Open Gym Saturday & 

Sunday 11am-3pm

AUGUST COMMUNITY CALENDAR
AUGUST 2019

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Keeping young children active 
and encouraging outdoor play 
boosts learning Submitted by: Michelle Reimer, First �ings First

  P i n a l  C o u n t y  
S h e l t e r  

O v e r c r o w d i n g  
M e a n s  B i g  S a l e  

o n  D o g s  a n d  C a t s
F L O R E N CE  –  T here has b een 
unexpecteĚ population explosion 
at tŚe Winal �ountǇ �niŵal �are 
anĚ �ontrol SŚelter. So ŵucŚ so͕ 
tŚat tŚe staī Śas placeĚ a siŐn in 
Ĩront oĨ tŚe Ěoor tellinŐ people 
tŚeǇ are ŚaǀinŐ a ŚarĚ tiŵe 
acceptinŐ anǇ ŵore aniŵals.

͞te are approacŚinŐ 
Ěesperation ŵoĚe͕͟  saiĚ �niŵal 
�are anĚ �ontrol �irector �uĚra 
DicŚael. ͞te Śaǀe arounĚ ϯϰϬ 
ĚoŐs anĚ about ϱϬ cats. te are 
ŚopinŐ people can see it in tŚeir 
Śeart to coŵe in anĚ aĚopt a 
neǁ ĨaŵilǇ ŵeŵber or eǀen 
Ĩoster one.͟

DicŚael saiĚ tŚat aniŵal 
populations seeŵ to Ěrop Ĩroŵ 
:anuarǇ tŚrouŐŚ �pril͕ but tŚis 
Ǉear͕  tŚe aŵount oĨ straǇs anĚ 
ĚropͲoīs kept tŚe staī at a 
Ĩrantic leǀel ĚurinŐ tŚat tiŵe.

͞te ŵaǇ Śaǀe to start ŵakinŐ 
soŵe touŐŚ Ěecisions͕ soon͕͟  
DicŚael saiĚ.

do Śelp brinŐ tŚe population 
Ěoǁn͕ tŚe staī at �niŵal �are 
anĚ �ontrol are oīerinŐ all 
ĚoŐs oǀer seǀen ŵontŚs oĨ aŐe 
Ĩor onlǇ ΨϮϱ.ϬϬ ;tŚat incluĚes 
ŵicrocŚippinŐ anĚ sŚotsͿ. �ll 
cats oǀer tŚe aŐe oĨ seǀen 
ŵontŚs are oīereĚ Ĩor ΨϮϱ.ϬϬ 
;tŚat incluĚes ŵicrocŚippinŐ anĚ 
sŚotsͿ. 

dŚe Winal �ountǇ �niŵal �are 
anĚ �ontrol SŚelter is open d͕  
dŚ anĚ & ϴ͗ϬϬ �D to ϱ͗ϬϬ WD͕ 
DonĚaǇ’s anĚ teĚnesĚaǇ’s ϴ͗ϬϬ 
�D to ϳ͗ϬϬ WD anĚ SaturĚaǇ’s 
ϭϬ͗ϬϬ �D to ϰ͗ϬϬ WD. dŚeir 
ǁebsite is͗ ŚƩps͗ͬͬŐoo.Őlͬ
'ϵizUŐ ;SŚorteneĚ UZ>Ϳ. dŚeǇ 
can be ĨounĚ on &acebook Λ
pinalcountǇaniŵalcontrol. zou 
can look Ĩor aĚoptable aniŵals 
at ǁǁǁ.petŚarbor.coŵ. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Mission
16657 N. Church St. Maricopa, AZ 85139

Ak-Chin Indian Community

AUGUST 2019 Schedule

Sunday Mass at 12 noon

August 4– Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell
August 11 – Fr. Peter Teresa McConnell

August 18– Fr. Antony Tinker
August 25 – Fr. Antony Tinker

August 11 – Feast of the Assumption
7pm, Fr. Benedict Mary Lieb

ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 17, 10am

CCOE Meeting- St. Anthony- Sacaton

Baptisms are every 4th Sunday of the month and 
baptism classes are every 2nd Saturday of the 

month. If you are interested please contact Flower 
Ruelas at (520) 568-3700 or (602) 717-3761.

A k - C h i n  F a r m  B o a r d  M i n u t e s
J a n u a r y  29 ,  20 19

DeetinŐ ǁas ŚelĚ at tŚe �W� 
�onĨerence Zooŵ on :anuarǇ 
Ϯϵ͕ ϮϬϭϵ. DeetinŐ ǁas calleĚ to 
orĚer at ϵ͗ϭϱ a.ŵ.

Deŵbers present͗ �ecil Weters͕ 
�Śarles SancŚeǌ͕ :ustin �abaǁa͕ 
�ob ZotŚ͕ ;�onĨerence �allͿ͕ �arl 
:ustin͕ ;�bsentͿ excuseĚ. �lso 
present͗ Steǀe �oester͕  &arŵ 
DanaŐer͕  �rian �ens͕ taltŚer 
&arŵs.

�Śarles SancŚeǌ ŵaĚe a ŵotion 
to approǀe tŚe aŐenĚa. SeconĚ 
bǇ �ob ZotŚ. �Ǉ a ǀote oĨ 4  Ĩor͕  Ϭ 
aŐainst͕ ϭ absent͕ tŚe ĨoreŐoinŐ 
ŵotion ǁas approǀeĚ. 

�Śarles SancŚeǌ ŵaĚe a ŵotion 
to approǀe tŚe ŵeetinŐ ŵinutes 
Ĩor :anuarǇ Ϯϵ͕ ϮϬϭϵ.  SeconĚ bǇ 
�ob ZotŚ. �Ǉ a ǀote oĨ 4  Ĩor͕  Ϭ 
aŐainst͕ ϭ absent͕ tŚe ĨoreŐoinŐ 
ŵotion ǁas approǀeĚ. 

R e p o r t
ϭͿ �ue to tŚe absence oĨ KlesǇa 

Eelson͕ Steǀe presenteĚ tŚe 
&arŵ &inancials. dŚere ǁere 
no ŚuŐe cŚanŐes͕ a cŚeck 
ǁas receiǀeĚ Ĩroŵ �alcot 
on soŵe coƩon ŐinninŐ.

ϮͿ Steǀe �oester presenteĚ Śis 
ŵontŚlǇ crop report to tŚe 
�oarĚ.  �lĨalĨa ŚaĚ soŵe 
rain anĚ colĚ ĚelaǇs. Wecans 
ǁill be all ŚarǀesteĚ in tŚe 
ĨolloǁinŐ ǁeeks.  �arleǇ 
in ŐooĚ sŚape lookinŐ to 
ĨertiliǌinŐ ǁitŚin a ǁeek.  
Wotatoes ǁere planteĚ. dŚe 
/rriŐation �istrict are cuƫnŐ 
back on ǁater usaŐe. 
dŚe coƩon Śas all been 
ŚarǀesteĚ. 

O l d  B u s i n e s s
ϭͿ �ob ZotŚ askeĚ iĨ anǇ 

inĨorŵation ǁas aǀailable 
or iĨ anǇone ŚaĚ lookeĚ 
into ũoininŐ tŚe /ntertribal 
�Őricultural �ouncil.  dŚis 
ǁill be ĨorǁarĚeĚ to �ouncil 
Ĩor ĨurtŚer reǀieǁ. 

N e w  B u s i n e s s
ϭͿ �rian �ens Ĩroŵ taltŚer 

&arŵs ŵaĚe presentation 
to tŚe �oarĚ Deŵbers 
present. taltŚer &arŵs 
ǁill be takinŐ oǀer ZΘ' 
Wotatoes anĚ business ǁill 
reŵain tŚe saŵe as beĨore.  
till be ŵakinŐ saŵe 
presentation to �ouncil at a 
later Ěate. 

ϮͿ � presentation on tŚe ,eŵp 
WroŐraŵ ǁas presenteĚ bǇ 
�� sentures.  � Ěiscussion 
on tŚe possibilitǇ oĨ ŐroǁinŐ 
,eŵp Śere on tŚe &arŵs Ĩor 
ŵeĚical use onlǇ͕  startinŐ 
ǁitŚ initial test on ϭϬϬ acres 
anĚ possible increaseĚ 
acreaŐe on outcoŵe 
Ĩroŵ initial testinŐ. �lso͕ 
ĚiscusseĚ on tŚe neeĚs͕ 
tŚe process oĨ ŐroǁinŐ anĚ 
ŚarǀestinŐ tŚe plants.  dŚis 
ǁoulĚ be ĨorǁarĚeĚ to 
�ouncil Ĩor ĨurtŚer reǀieǁ. 

dŚere ǁere no ŵore iteŵs on 
tŚe aŐenĚa. dŚe ŵeetinŐ ǁas 
aĚũourneĚ at ϭϮ͗ϭϱ W.D. 

Eeǆƚ Mee�ng Daƚe͗  
DarcŚ Ϯϲ͕ ϮϬϭϵ

�Ʃesƚ͗ �ecil Weters͕ 
�ctinŐ �oarĚ SecretarǇ 
Daƚe͗ &ebruarǇ Ϯϲ͕ ϮϬϭϵ

A k - C h i n  F a r m  B o a r d  M i n u t e s
F e b r u a r y  26 ,  20 19

DeetinŐ ǁas ŚelĚ at tŚe �ouncil 
drailer on &ebruarǇ Ϯϲ͕ ϮϬϭϵ. 
DeetinŐ ǁas calleĚ to orĚer at 
ϭϬ͗Ϭϱ.

Deŵbers Wresent͗ :ustin 
�abaǁa͕ �Śarles SancŚeǌ͕ �ecil 
Weters͕ �arl :ustin anĚ �ob ZotŚ 
;�onĨerence �allͿ. �lso Wresent͗  
Steǀe �oester͕  &arŵ DanaŐer 
anĚ KlesǇa Eelson͕ �oŵptroller

�ob ZotŚ ŵaĚe a ŵotion to 
approǀe tŚe ŵeetinŐ aŐenĚa. 
SeconĚ bǇ �ecil Weters. �Ǉ a ǀote 
oĨ ϱ Ĩor͕  Ϭ aŐainst͕ tŚe ĨoreŐoinŐ 
ŵotion ǁas approǀeĚ.

�Śarles SancŚeǌ ŵaĚe a ŵotion 
to approǀe tŚe ŵeetinŐ ŵinutes 
Ĩor :anuarǇ ϮϬϭϵ. SeconĚ bǇ 
�ob ZotŚ. �Ǉ a ǀote oĨ ϱ Ĩor. Ϭ 
aŐainst͕ tŚe ĨoreŐoinŐ ŵotion 
ǁas approǀeĚ. 

R e p o r t s
ϭͿ KlesǇa Eelson presenteĚ 

&inancials to tŚe �oarĚ. SŚe 
ǁill be present upĚateĚ 
nuŵbers to tŚe next 
ŵeetinŐ. 

ϮͿ Steǀe �oester presenteĚ Śis 
ŵontŚlǇ ǁriƩen report on 
crops. 

O l d  B u s i n e s s
ϭͿ /nĨorŵation reŐarĚinŐ 

a ,eŵp Wroũect ǁas 
Őiǀen to tŚe boarĚ at tŚe 
last ŵeetinŐ.  �ecil also 
ŵentioneĚ͕ tŚat Steǀe 
�oester͕  &arŵ DanaŐer͕  
�ranĚon Weters͕ dreasurer͕  
Steǀe dieŵann͕ &inance 
�irector anĚ Kctaǀio 
DacŚaĚo͕ �ouncil Deŵber 
ĚiĚ paǇ a ǀisit to a Őreen 
Śouse in �leǀen Dile 
�orner. dŚere ǁas no action 
taken at tŚis tiŵe.  

N e w  B u s i n e s s
ϭͿ �Śarles SancŚeǌ͕ �oarĚ 

Deŵber ǁill be subŵiƫnŐ 
a leƩer to tŚe �oŵŵunitǇ 
�ouncil Ĩor approǀal.  ,is 
terŵ ŚaĚ expireĚ anĚ 
ǁoulĚ like to continue 
serǀinŐ on tŚe &arŵ �oarĚ 
Ĩor aĚĚitional ;ϱͿ Įǀe Ǉears. 

Eo otŚer business on tŚe 
aŐenĚa.  �ob ZotŚ ŵaĚe a 
ŵotion to aĚũourn tŚe ŵeetinŐ 
at ϭϬ͗ ϰϴ.  SeconĚ bǇ �ecil Weters. 

Eeǆƚ Mee�ng Daƚe͗  
DarcŚ Ϯϲ͕ ϮϬϭϵ

�Ʃesƚ͗ �ecil Weters͕ 
�ctinŐ �oarĚ SecretarǇ
Daƚe͗ DarcŚ Ϯϲ͕ ϮϬϭϵ

AK-CHIN FARM 
BOARD MINUTES

�<Ͳ�,/E /E�/�E �KDDUE/dz
PurcŚasing

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WEEKLY WATER FEATURE

MAINTENANCE AT 
AK-CHIN CIRCLE

The Ak-Chin Indian Community (“Community”), Maricopa, 
Arizona is seeking proposals for weekly maintenance for 
the Splash Pad and Water Wall features located at The 
Family Entertainment Center at Ak-Chin Circle on the Ak-
Chin Community. Maintenance will include all chemical 
adMustments� sand and cartridge filter cleaning� strainer 
baskets empting, vacuuming or brushing as determined 
by the Owner. Four draining and power washing per year, 
billed and approved separately.  

Proposals are due on or before 10:00AM MST on 
Wednesday, August 21st, 2019.

A pre-bid meeting will be held at 1:00pm MST on 
Thursday, August 8th, 2019.  Location will be Ak-Chin 
Capital Projects Conference room, 45710 W. Farrell Road, 
on the Ak-Chin Indian Community, Maricopa, AZ. A site 
visit will follow immediately after the meetings conclusion.

It is anticipated that the Owner will make an award or reject 
all proposals received in response to this request at a regular 
Ak-Chin Indian Community Council meeting. However, 
Owner at its discretion may postpone said action for such 
time as the Community Council designates.

,t is anticiSated that the contract will be effective -anuar\ ��� 
2020.  The contract shall be for a period ending December, 
31, 2020 and shall be renewable upon mutual agreement of 
Owner and Maintenance Company.  The contract arising 
from a proposal accepted and approved by Owner may be 
terminated with a sixty (60) day notice by either party.

Bid Packages will be available after the Pre-Bid meeting.

Request for Proposal (“RFP”) instruction and information 
package and related information may be obtained from 
the Ak-Chin Indian Community Purchasing Department, 
42507 West Peters & Nall Road, Maricopa, Arizona 85138, 
and may be requested via fax: (520) 568-1040 Attention: 
Flora Howerton, Purchasing Manager or electronic mail 
using fhowerton@ak-chin.nsn.us.

Request for Proposal For:
FACILITY GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE PROVIDER (“FGMSP”)

The Ak-Chin Indian Community (“Owner”) is requesting 
and accepting proposals to perform regular weekly 
Facility Grounds Maintenance Service at the property 
located at 16000 North Maricopa Road, Maricopa, AZ 
85139 known as (Ak-Chin Circle).  This will include the 
maintenance of the roads landscaping on the both sides 
of Narcia Road, Sudagi, Ak-Chin Parkway & Tobi Road 
and the areas around the bus stop. Ground Maintenance 
will also include the 20 acre grass area known as Ak-
Chin Circle Field and retention area to the North and 
East of UltraStar this will also include the area around 
the Central Plant property located at 15960 N. Narcia 
Street.

Daily porter, landscape, and power washing services shall 
be performed during an eight (8) hour work day (Monday 
thru Friday). The FGMSP is to have a minimum of one 
(3) employee on site forty (40) hours a week performing 
these services. Additionally, parking lot sweeping to be 
performed on a monthly basis.

Daily porter and landscape maintenance services are to 
be Srovided b\ a firm e[Serienced with the landscaSing 
of Sublic or commercial grounds or a firm e[Serienced 
in providing contract landscape services. FGMSP shall 
provide all suitable equipment required to complete 
the necessary services. Daily landscape maintenance 
services shall be provided for a lump sum monthly rate, 
and paid for in the month following services rendered.

It is anticipated that the Owner will make an award or 
reject all proposals received in response to this request at 
a regular Ak-Chin Indian Community Council meeting.  
However, Owner at its discretion may postpone 
said action for such time as the Community Council 
designates.

,t is anticiSated that the contract will be effective -anuar\ 
01, 2020. The contract shall be for a period ending 
December 31, 2020 and may be renewable upon mutual 
agreement of Owner and FGMSP. The contract arising 
from a proposal accepted and approved by Owner may 
be terminated with a sixty (60) day notice by either party.

Detailed RFP can be picked up at the Ak-Chin 
Purchasing 2൶ce� Purchasing 0anager� )lora +owerton 
(fhowerton@ak-chin.nsn.us) at 42507 West Peters and 
Nall Road, Maricopa AZ, 85138, starting on Wednesday, 
August 7th, 2019. The deadline for submitting your 
proposal is Friday, August 29th, 2019 at 12:00 pm., 
late proposals will not be accepted. 

Flora Howerton, Purchasing Manager
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
42507 W. Peters and Nall Road
Maricopa, AZ 85138
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HDS summer 
youth party at 
UltraStar

“We went down to the beach 
a lot. At that time, when 
I was there, we were able 
to go out and clean homes 
for weekend outings. We 
were doing a little weekend 
cleaning for the elderly. So, 
we were making some money 
to buy our shampoos and 
stuff like that� -ust the whole 
experience being there, I 
enjoyed it. It taught me a lot 
of responsibility,” said Enos. 

6herman staff .arlene 
Clifford 0�6�� PP6 and 
cultural/traditional leader 
Lori Sisquoc gave a 
presentation about the 
highlights of the school, 
including the native foods 
garden, Inter-Tribal sports, 
career pathways, volunteer 
opportunities, partnerships 
with local universities, annual 
campus events, residential 
life and recreation activities, 

among many others. 

Also discussed was the 
history of the school and the 
Riverside Community, as 
well as the dedication and 
experience of the teachers, 
many of whom have been on 
staff ��-�� \ears�  
Throughout the morning and 
afternoon, many Community 
members and Ak-Chin staff 
stopped by to learn more 
about the school and enjoy 
a meal. Council members 
2ctavio 0achado and /isa 
Garcia were also on hand to 
welcome Sherman and talk 
about their family’s personal 
experiences as students. 

³0\ daughter� Sersonall\ , 
have seen her benefit greatl\ 
from going (to Sherman), 
and it’s not a punishment 
school, like we need to get 
you away from home, it 

really isn’t. They have a good 
curriculum�´ said 0achado� 

Garcia added, “It was a great 
opportunity for the family 
members that I know that 
went. It did help them grow 
and mature a little bit. It also 
taught them to appreciate 
what they have at home versus 
going away and having to do 
it for themselves.” 

7he staff received a 
welcoming tour of parts of 
the Community from the BIA 
House to the St. Francis of 
Assisi 0ission 6chool to the 
+im-'ak (co-0useum� 

0iranda made sure to give 
her thoughts about the 
history of boarding schools, 
which are historically known 
to the public and Native 
Communities as having been 
a negative experience for 

many.

“I think sometimes we get 
the impression that boarding 
schools are kind of not a 
good place to go, and given 
our history with boarding 
schools, it wasn’t the best,” 
she said. 

³+istoricall\� we started off� 
our people were swept up 
and taken there (boarding 
schools) and wanted to 
change the native people to 
leave their traditions and 
culture. What I liked about 
Sherman is that they still 
have that; front and center is 
tradition and culture.” said 
0iranda� 

Visit https://www.
shermanindian.org/ to learn 
more about enrollment and 
general information about the 
school.

Sherman continued from page 1

Photo by C. Picciuolo

A storm approaches from 
the south with a flash of 
lighting at the west end 
of the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community boundaries.

July 25, 2019

Story and photo by C. Picciuolo

2n -ul\ ��� +'6 staff and 
summer youth workers 
gathered at the UltraStar 
0ulti-tainment Center at Ak-
Chin Circle to commemorate 
the hard work of the youth at 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino. 

HDS supervisor Erica 
0anuel oversees the +'6 
and Summer Youth programs. 
She also has previous 
experience working with Gila 
River Indian Community 
Employment Training as a 
youth coordinator.

“Yesterday was the last day 
of employment for all our 
summer youth. At the end 
of the program we celebrate 
with pizza and bowling,” said 
0anuel�

“We have our summer youth 

in attendance, our HDS 
associates and we also have 
our +5 staff� 7hose are all the 
key players that help make 
the whole program possible, 
so we want to include 
everyone.”

Six summer youth workers in 
total joined the HDS program 
this year, doubling the total 
of last year. Three of the six 
were able to make it to the 
celebration and had a blast 
enjoying pizza, appetizers and 
beverages while knocking 
down Sins with staff� 

Youth workers were able to 
choose which positions they 
would be assigned to. This 
process starts with a career 
day and reaching out to the 
interested youth through Ak-
Chin student counselor Teresa 

Valisto. During the career day, 
various department managers 
at Harrah’s give presentations 
to the youth to recruit them. 
The youth worked at the 
buffet� warehouse� Sool� 
housekeeping, valet and the 

hotel.

“We’re expected to, as an 
employee, be at our personal 
and professional best. The 
professional best is getting 
(the youth) placed in jobs and 

their skills. On the personal 
side it’s what we are doing 
to tap into that. So, it’s more 
of that cultural identity and 
finding out� µ2.� this is who 
I am, this is what it’s about,’” 
said 0anuel� 

Library Technician Matthew Cross shows the kids what 
the finished one of the video game project would look 
like once completed.

Game Hacker continued from page 4
0atthew Cross� 

2n -ul\ ��th the class was 
tasked by program instructor 
Cross with building sets of 
games following a set of 
different instructions given to 
them. The right recreation of 
each game resulted in a fun 
prize and the honor of their 
games being available to play 
on the anticipated arcade 
table that will be built for 
the facility and game hacker 
program in the coming years.

The program sessions 
take place at the library on 
:ednesda\s at � Sm� 7he 
program gives the kids an 
opportunity to jump into 
the vast world of creating 
computer games. As fun as it 
is to create a virtual gaming 
world, the coding also helps 
improves critical thinking, 
problem solving, and math 
skills.
Programs like these also 
encourages kids to try new 

things, to break them out of 
their shell and explore all 
that the world has to offer� 
It induces creativity, and 
allows their imaginative side 
to flourish while building 
something that is entirely 
their own.

It also teaches the kids 
perseverance, motivating 
them to keep moving forward 
when an obstacle is in front 
of them. This wonderful 
program gives the kids an 
inside look into how everyday 
products work. A lot of 
everyday technology uses 
coding and it will definitel\ 
increase as societ\ flows into 
the future. So, why not teach 
kids technological skills that 
will help them in years to 
come.

For more information on 
Game Hacker or any of the 
library’s great programs 
please contact the Ak-Chin 
/ibrar\ at ��������-�����

HDS staff and summer 
youth workers gather to 
celebrate the last day of 
the program. The group 
enjoyed bowling and 
eating pizza

Councilmembers Octavio Machado and Lisa Garcia address the room at the Ak-Chin Education Department 
and share their entertaining and heartwarming stories related to Sherman Indian School.  Right: Ak-Chin 
Education Department out of district counselor Yolanda Miranda, M. Ed, welcomes Sherman staff and praises the 
school for the imporant work they do educating Native youth.  



Jose Miguel, Jr. showcases skills 
for Division II and III schools

August 2-15, 20198

Southern Dunes introduces golf 
ball machine promotion 

O n J u ly 2 3 - 2 4  J ose M ig u el 
:r. aƩenĚeĚ tŚe ϯrĚ �nnual 
SoutŚǁest SŚoǁcase 
�asketball �aŵp. ,elĚ in 
WŚoenix͕ tŚe caŵp ŚaĚ ŵanǇ 
prospects Ĩroŵ tŚe state 
oĨ �riǌona͕ �aliĨornia anĚ 
EeǀaĚa. 

titŚ all tŚe plaǇers 
coŵpetinŐ at a ŚiŐŚ leǀel͕ 
it Őaǀe tŚeŵ tŚe cŚance to 
sŚoǁcase tŚeir skills anĚ 
talents in Ĩront oĨ �iǀision // 
anĚ �iǀision /// colleŐes. 

�aliĨornia State WolǇtecŚnic 
UniǀersitǇ͕  UniǀersitǇ oĨ 
�aliĨornia San �ieŐo͕ &resno 
WaciĮc UniǀersitǇ͕  ũust to 
naŵe a Ĩeǁ͕ alonŐ ǁitŚ local 
colleŐes caŵe anĚ scouteĚ 
tŚeir Ĩuture 
talenteĚ prospects. 

dŚe caŵp consisteĚ oĨ ϭϮϬ 
plaǇers anĚ ǁere ĚiǀiĚeĚ 
into ϭϮ teaŵs. �acŚ oĨ tŚe 
plaǇers ǁŚo aƩenĚeĚ tŚe 
caŵp ǁere ŐuaranteeĚ plaǇ 
in Įǀe Őaŵes anĚ ŚaĚ tŚe 
cŚance to be eitŚer selecteĚ 
to tŚe dop ϮϬ͕ dop ϰϬ or tŚe 
nonͲseniorͬunĚerclassŵen 
�llͲStar Őaŵes. 

:ose͕ ǁŚo is a stuĚent 

Jose Miguel, Jr. defends a top-ranked in the state high 
school basketball guard.

Prepping for game time, Jose Miguel, Jr. showcased his 
basketball skills in a basketball camp in Phoenix.

at Daricopa ,iŐŚ 
ScŚool͕ ĚisplaǇeĚ a 
successĨul perĨorŵance 

anĚ ǁas selecteĚ to plaǇ in 
tŚe unĚerclassŵen �llͲStar 
Őaŵe. 

Story and photos submitted by Jose Miguel, Sr.

From far away, it looks like 
a large gum ball machine. 
Get closer and all those 
delicious looking gumballs 
are not gum balls but GOLF 
BALLS!

Ak-Chin Southern Dunes 
announced the arrival of 
their latest promotion, a 
golf ball machine filled with 
Callaway Golf balls. Located 
in the Southern Dunes golf 
shop, all you need to do is 
purchase a $5 dollar token 
for the golf ball machine. 

Not only will you receive 
a personalized Ak-Chin 
Southern Dunes logo golf 
ball, but you get the chance 
to win ��� off soft goods in 
the shop. Receive a special 
pink Tru Vis from the golf 
ball machine and you are a 
winner!!!

A ball from the Callaway 
golf ball machine.

Ak-Chin Southern Dunes 
has a Summer Six Pack and 
other fun golf specials. Don’t 
have golf clubs? Not to 
worry because you can rent 
premium Callaway Club golf 
clubs for a nominal fee.

To learn about other 
specials or to book a tee 
time, please visit https://
www.akchinsoutherndunes.
com. You can also stay up 
to date by visiting their 
social media page at https://
www.facebook .com/pg/
AkChinSouthernDunes.

Story and photos by K. Morago

The new golf ball machine 
at Ak-Chin Southern 
Dunes is in the golf shop.

Ak-Chin members participate in 
the Mark West Basketball camp
dŚe �kͲ�Śin Warks anĚ 
Zecreation Ěepartŵent sent 
six coŵŵunitǇ ŵeŵbers to 
tŚe Dark test �asketball 
�aŵp.  dŚeǇ aƩenĚeĚ ϱ 
ĚaǇs oĨ caŵp anĚ ǁere ĨeĚ 
breakĨast͕ luncŚ anĚ snacks.  
dŚeǇ beŐan tŚeir ĚaǇ bǇ 
stretcŚinŐ anĚ ǁarŵinŐ up.  
Dark test͕ a Ĩorŵer E�� 
anĚ WŚoenix Suns basketball 
plaǇer͕  ǁoulĚ conĚuct tŚe 
ŵorninŐ routines.  

dŚe �kͲ�Śin cŚilĚren ǁere 
able to interact ǁitŚ otŚer 
kiĚs Ĩroŵ tŚe WŚoenix anĚ 
surrounĚinŐ areas.  dŚere 
ǁas a total oĨ ϴ teaŵs createĚ 
ǁitŚ a total oĨ ϵϲ caŵpers.  
�acŚ ĚaǇ tŚeǇ ǁoulĚ plaǇ ϯ 
Őaŵes. dŚeǇ also learneĚ 
Śoǁ to run plaǇs anĚ ǁere 
eĚucateĚ eǀerǇĚaǇ tŚrouŐŚ 
talks͕ on Ěiīerent topics 
ranŐinŐ Ĩroŵ eĚucation to 
ĚailǇ liĨe skills. 

�acŚ caŵper ǁas Őiǀen a 
baŐ incluĚinŐ a ũerseǇ͕  ǁater 
boƩles anĚ a ǀisor͕  ǁŚicŚ 
ǁas proǀiĚeĚ bǇ tŚe �kͲ�Śin 
Zecreation �epartŵent.  
�ll oĨ tŚe �kͲ�Śin kiĚs ǁŚo 
aƩenĚeĚ saiĚ tŚat tŚeǇ ŚaĚ 
a blast coŵpetinŐ ǁitŚ otŚer 

Story and photos submitted by Wesley Gonzalez

kiĚs anĚ ŵakinŐ neǁ ĨrienĚs. 

dǁo kiĚs͕ �arrieanna sillareal 
anĚ �uciana DiŐuel eǀen 
ǁon aǁarĚs.  �uciana DiŐuel 
receiǀeĚ an aǁarĚ Ĩor Śer 
acaĚeŵic acŚieǀeŵents anĚ 
�arrieanna sillarreal receiǀeĚ 
an aǁarĚ Ĩor outstanĚinŐ 
leaĚersŚip.  Eext Ǉear ǁill 
be tŚe ϯϬtŚ Ǉear tŚe caŵp 
Śas been oīereĚ anĚ ǁe are 
exciteĚ to ũoin aŐain. 

A u c i a n a  M i g u e l

H o w  d i d  y o u l i k e  th e  c a m p  
o v e r a l l ?   
/ likeĚ tŚe caŵp because 
ǁe experienceĚ a lot about 
basketball.  Kne oĨ tŚe tŚinŐs 
tŚeǇ tauŐŚt us ĚurinŐ tŚeir 
eĚucational presentations 
ǁas tŚe ĚanŐer oĨ ĚruŐs anĚ 
to staǇ aǁaǇ Ĩroŵ ĚruŐs.

W h a t d i d  i t ta k e  to  r e c e i v e  
y o ur  a w a r d ?   
/t took ŚarĚ ǁork anĚ ŐooĚ 
ŐraĚes to receiǀe ŵǇ aǁarĚs.

C a r r i e a n n a  V i l l a r r e a l

H o w  d i d  y o u l i k e  th e  c a m p  
o v e r a l l ?   
/ enũoǇeĚ tŚe caŵp because oĨ 
tŚe coŵpetitiǀeness͕ ŵeetinŐ 
neǁ ĨrienĚs anĚ plaǇinŐ 
basketball.  >earninŐ all tŚe 
Ěiīerent stǇles oĨ basketball 
tŚat tŚe Ěiīerent coacŚes 
teacŚ us.  /t ǁas so ŵucŚ Ĩun 
anĚ / can’t ǁait Ĩor next Ǉear͊
W h a t d i d  i t ta k e  to  r e c e i v e  
y o ur  a w a r d ?   
/ kept tellinŐ ŵǇ teaŵ anĚ 
peers to plaǇ ǁitŚ respect͕ 
Śaǀe Ĩun no ŵaƩer ǁŚat͕ 
ŚelpinŐ ŵǇ teaŵŵates anĚ 
encouraŐinŐ eǀerǇone on tŚe 
court.

Beat Shazam, a game show 
hosted by Jamie Foxx 
that tests guests on their 
knowledge of timeless hits 
from every decade.

Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
showtime at 8:00pm. Tickets 
start at $29.50. Bell Biv 
Devoe is an All-Ages show.

Great White and Slaughter 
Friday, September 6
Great White & Slaughter will 
be live at Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
Casino on Friday, September 
6th. Experience two of the 
quintessential 80’s rock acts 
together in one night! Since 
1982, the Great White sound 
has captivated audiences 
worldwide with crushing 
blues-based guitar riffs and 
swagger that invokes an 
emotional high for anyone 
that listens. 

Known for their mega-rock 
anthems, “Once Bitten Twice 
Shy,” and “Rock Me,” they 
will be joined by Slaughter’s 
signature glam metal vibe, 
you’re in for a night like 
none other! Slaughter’s hits 
include rock ballad “Fly to 
the Angels,” and guitar led 
“I’ll Never Let You Go.”

The Recreation Department is excited to announce the start of the 
Youth Co-ed Volleyball League.  Please see the flyer below for details. 
If you have any questions you may contact the Recreation department 

by email at recreation@ak-chin.nsn.us or calling (520)568-1740.  

Bell Biv Devoe will be at Harrah’s Event 
Center on Friday, August 30.

Ben Haggard joins Clint Black for one 
Harrah’s show on Friday, October 11.

Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
showtime at 8:00pm. Tickets 
start at $34.50. Great White 
and Slaughter is an All-Ages 
show.

Lifehouse Friday, 
September 20
Lifehouse, an alternative 
rock band from Los Angeles, 
will be bringing its energetic 
sound to The Events Center 
at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino 
on Friday, September 20, 
2019.

Founded in 1999, the band, 
formerly known as Blyss, 
has been topping charts 
with multiple hit singles 
for the better part of 20 
years. The group, including 
members Jason Wade, Rick 
Woolstenhulme and Bryce 
Soderberg, is best known for 
hits such as “You and Me,” 
“Hanging by a Moment,” 
“Sick Cycle Carousel” and 
“Breathing.”

Since breaking into music in 
2000 with their debut album 
“No Name Face,” Lifehouse 
has released seven albums 
– cumulatively selling more 
than 15 million around 
the world. They have also 
topped the Hot 100 with a 
number two hit, “Hanging 
by a Moment,” and shared 
the stage with rock and roll 
icons including The Rolling 
Stones, Pearl Jam and 
Matchbox Twenty.

In recent years, Lifehouse has 
released “Lifehouse: Greatest 
Hits on Universal Music 
Enterprises,” a chronological 
collection of the bands’ 18 hit 
singles and best songs.

Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
showtime at 8:00pm. Tickets 
start at $34.50. Lifehouse is 
an 18 years and over show.

Josh Turner Saturday, 
September 28
Josh Turner, MCA Nashville 
recording artist, will be 
bringing his rich, deep voice 
and distinctive sound to The 
Events Center at Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Casino on Saturday, 
September 28, 2019. 

As one of country music’s 
most recognizable talents, 
Turner has been honored with 

multiple Grammy, CMA and 
ACM award nominations, 
as well as received six 
Inspirational Country Music 
Awards. Turner is known for 

his unique voice and many 
hits including “Hometown 
Girl,” “Would You Go With 
Me,” “Your Man,” “Time Is 
Love,” “Why Don’t We Just 
Dance” and “Long Black 
Train.” In addition, Turner is 
one of the youngest members 
inducted into the Grand Ole 
Opry, selling more than eight 
million units and topping 
more than 1.5 billion in global 
streaming and populated 
radio.

Along with his success as 
a musician, Turner has also 
tackled the written word 
as an author. He released 
his first book� ³0an 6tuff� 
Thoughts on Faith, Family 
and Fatherhood,” in 2014, 
highlighting songwriting and 
performing in his childhood. 
In support of early music 
education, Turner created 
The Josh Turner Scholarship 
Fund to assist other children 
following the same path 
and mirroring his own 
upbringing.

Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
showtime at 8:00pm. Tickets 
start at $35.00. Josh Turner is 
an All-Ages show.

Clink Black with Ben 
Haggard October 11 Killin’ 
Time 30th Anniversary
Clint Black is bringing his 
Still… Killin’ Time 30th 
Anniversary Tour to Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Casino on Friday, 
October 11th, 2019. Don’t 
miss the Grammy Award 
winning artist, Clint Black! 
With special guest Ben 
Haggard.

It was thirty years ago that 
Clint Black hit the country 
music scene� :ith his first 
hit single, “A Better Man,” 
others followed that included 
“Killin’ Time,” “Nobody’s 
Home,” and “Walkin’ 
Away.” Awarded Top Male 
Vocalist in several country 
music organizations, he has 
also won an award for his 
duet with actress wife Lisa 
Hartman Black.

Harrah’s continues to page 11

Harrah’s continued from page 3

Harvest continued from page 2

Salt River member Jacob Butler 
shares “sitol” or  syrup with 
Duane and Jessica Dean.

He explained that 
traditional harvesters 
prepare the bahidag on 
site. But his group in the 
past has prepared it both 
inside and outside with 
a mesTuite fire� 1either 
way is wrong, but he 
shared that some of the 
taste will be missing if 
cooked inside. The pulp 
of the bahidag is prepared for 
cooking. It is important to 
take out any rocks and small 
sticks in the pulp.

The cooking of the syrup 
involves a filtration Srocess 
using muslin or cheese cloth. 
It is strained several times. He 
shared that the syrup must be 
continually stirred so it does 
not burn. It will also take 
several hours to cook. When 
the syrup slowly runs down a 
spoon, it is considered done.

The process does not end 
there. While hot, the syrup 
needs to be canned. It should 

be then allowed to cool at 
room temperature. 

With proper storage, sitol or 
syrup can last a couple of 
years. Once a jar is opened, 
air and water can affect it� 

If you don’t practice these 
things we lose them,” Jacob 
said� reflecting on the Srocess�

Closing the presentation was 
the door Sri]e ra൷e b\ the 
Language Program. Jacob 
graciously donated some 
seeds, a garden gift bag and 
cultural stickers for the ra൷e�



Lil’ Natives take on Piestewa Tournament
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It was a sweltering 
weekend at the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community’s Recreation 
Fields for the 2019 Fiesta 
Bowl Lori Piestewa National 
Native American Games 
Youth Baseball Tournament. 

12 teams gave their all 
to move toward a final 
championship game in the 
tournament bracket, with 
the Expos taking third place, 
Chinle Windtalkers in second 
and Gila River Bears with 
first Slace honors� 

The games were established 
in 2003 to honor Lori 
Piestewa, a Hopi Warrior 
and American soldier who 
was the first female 1ative 

American soldier to die in 
combat.

Ak-Chin Indian Community’s 
team Lil’ Natives participated 
this year, along with the health 
fair and opening ceremonies 
where they also were able to 
meet the Piestewa Family. 

The Natives’ 1-2 record 
wasn’t enough to advance 
them to the tournament 
bracket, but instead they 
played a scrimmage game the 
following week on July 27 
against the Anegam, AZ team 
after a part of the tournament 
was canceled.

Despite the heat, both teams 
played very well and had 
homeruns and strikeouts as 

players poured water on their 
heads when they went back 
onto the field�

Ak-Chin Youth Council youth 
coordinator Marla Antone 
helps her husband Tony, a 
coach of the Lil’ Natives, in 
the dugout and was on hand 
during the Piestewa Games. 

“We hope the players 
enjoyed themselves, had fun 
and maybe learned a little 
more while participating in 
the Piestewa Games,” said 
Antone.

“We also would like to thank 
the families that were able to 
come out and support their 
players and the team.”

Lil’ Natives team poses for a picture with coach after a hard-fought game at Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community during the Fiesta Bowl Lori Piestewa Native 
American Games Youth Baseball Tournament. 

Above: Photobooth photo of Lil’ Natives 
during the opening ceremonies. 

Submitted by Marla Antone.

Above: Lil’ Natives pitcher Chizzum 
throws the heat during the Piestewa 
Tournament.

Right: Runner tries to steal third but Lil’ 
Natives are playing good defense. 

Story and photos by C. Picciuolo

They loved the sport of 
basketball. They loved their 
family. When tragedy struck 
four years ago and took their 
young lives, family and 
friends worked hard to pick 
up the pieces and have since 
honored their memory and 
family through basketball. 

The Fourth Annual Luis and 
Mercedes Garcia Memorial 
Tournament took place 
at the Ak-Chin Parks and 
Recreation gym for two days, 
July 20 and 21. 

Seven high school boys’ 
teams and eight high school 
girls’ teams participated in 
the special event to honor 
Luis James Garcia and 
Mercedes Aryssa Garcia. 
Double elimination bracket 
play began on Saturday, July 
20 morning with the girl’s 
games starting first and the 
boy’s games rotating in-
between.

Ak-Chin and Maricopa was 
well-represented with teams 
both Luis and Mercedes once 

played with. In its fourth 
and final \ear� the free fee 
entry tournament was open, 
welcoming teams as far away 
as Whiteriver, AZ.

Girls teams’ Gila River and 
Copa Crew played hard 
for a chance to be in the 
championship game against 
the Contenders. Copa Crew 
came out on top 56-33 and 
Gila River ended up with a 
third-place win.

All-Tourney honors went to 
#5 Brooklyn Pablo. Copa 
Crew moved on to the 
championship game.

Boys team AKC1, comprised 
of Ak-Chin Indian 
Community member players, 
defeated Pathway to move on 
to the championship game. 
Pathway then had to play PF4 
(Maricopa High ballers) to 
have another shot at AKC1. 

Pathway and PF4 battled 
and traded shot for shot with 
PF4 up 24-21 at the half. 
With 1:49 left in the second 

half, Pathway came within 
one point, down 43-44. PF4 
had too much energy and 
maintained the lead with a 
final score of ��-��� P)� was 
headed to the championship 
game.

Pathway came in third-place 
with All-Tourney recognition 
going to #23 Cesar Ruiz.

Before the championship 
games started, Gila River 
member and relative to the 
Garcia children, Antonio 
“Gohk” Davis sang a 
traditional song at half court 
and shook hands with AKC1 
and Copa Crew players, 
who gathered in a half circle 
around him.

To keep everyone posted 
on social media, mom 
Della White shared Sunday 
afternoon. “Luis and 
Mercedes 4th Memorial 
Basketball Tournament is 
dwindling down to the last 
games... My Baby Boy’s 
Team Ak-Chin will be in 
the Boys Championship 

Game and Now waiting on 
the Outcome of My Love’s 
Team... if they win this one 
Both My Baby’s teams will be 
in the Championship....” Both 
teams made championship.

Championship play for the 
boys’ bracket was now on. 
First, PF4 and AKC1 went 
head to head in an exciting 
basketball matchup. AKC1 
led through the first half� uS 
21-14 at halftime. 

The score stayed close but 
it was clear the Ak-Chin 
boys were determined to 
play their best to honor their 
fallen teammate Luis with 
every three pointer and every 
rebound. Final score in the 
boy’s championship game 
was �� ± ���

Earning All-Tourney was 
PF4’s Josiah Jackson and 
Dominic Arbizu from AKC1. 
Tournament MVP honors 
went to Jose Miguel, Jr.

For the girl’s championship 
game, the Contenders from 

Whiteriver faced Maricopa’s 
Copa Crew Hype. Taking 
a double-digit lead, 13 – 0, 
from the start, the Contenders 
seemed confident to earn the 
win. However, Copa Crew 
Hype fought back and closed 
the lead to nine points at half-
time 24 - 15. The Contenders 
re-grouped and secured their 
championship win with a 
final score of �� ± ���

Earning All-Tourney honors 
were Aleena Estrada from 
Copa Crew Hype and Jazz 
Nosie from the Contenders. 
Contenders guard Jaylyn 
Nashio was named Girls 

MVP.
Della White and members of 
her family presented t-shirts 
to the top three teams, blue for 
Luis and pink for Mercedes. 
She also thanked NABI for 
the donated gift bags given 
to the tournament MVP’s. 
Her niece Imani Antone and 
her friend donated the MVP 
awarded basketballs.

The food concession was also 
the final fundraising efforts to 
pay for the Garcia children’s 
headstone and upcoming 
Fourth Year Memorial which 
was held Saturday, July 27.

Teams play with heart at Luis and Mercedes Garcia 
Memorial Tournament Article and photos by Runner Staff

Gila River member and relative to the Garcia children 
Antonio “Gohk” Davis sang a traditional song at half 
court before the championship games. Boys AKC1 and 
girls Copa Crew players gather around Davis with silent 
respect.

Left: Girls Champions The Contenders 
pose with the Garcia family and Ak-Chin 
recreation program coordinator Thomas 
Carlyle.

Below: Copa Crew and AKC1 join the 
large group of Community members, 
Garcia family, and Rec staff.

Left: Copa Crew Hype live 
up to their name with a solid 
runner up performance.
Right: AKC1 players proudly 
display their championship 
t-shirts.

Above: Copa Crew Hype player 
looks for an open teammate. The 
crew played a great tourney.

Top: AKC1 player takes it 
to the hoop for a score. 

Bottom: Boys runners up, 
team PF4.
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Employee Birthdays
AUGUST

8 / 1
Arnold Ag u irre,  L a w  &  O rder

8 / 2
J enni f er B oehm,  

F ire &  S a f ety

8 / 4
J ason W ilhite,  
F ire &  S a f ety

8 / 4
N icole D elma,  

E arly Childhood
N athan E nos,  L a w  &  O rder

8 / 5
Anthony N arcia ,  E P D

8 / 6
A b raham B lanco,  Cou rts

8 / 7
J acob  D ickerson,  

M aintenance
J ef f rey L ooper,  T ransit

8 / 8
Charles B a b ine,  T G A

M elanie T oledo,  L i b rary
T racy Z immerman,  

Capital P ro j ects

8 / 9
N arciso S chw eit z er,  E P D

8 / 1 2
D arlene S mith- M cClelland,  

E d u cation

8 / 1 3
G re g ory P orto,  F ire &  S a f ety

8 / 1 5
M atthew  M illo,  
P u b l ic D e f ender
S erg io R omero,  

H o u sin g  D epartment

8 / 1 6
R u dy Ag u irre,  T G A

8 / 1 7
Chaning  H o f f man,  E P D

8 / 1 9
F lorine V incent,  

Commu nity G o v ernment

8 / 2 1
Crystal Cantu ,  M aintenance

E lo u ise Carr,  L a w  &  O rder
D aniel M ercado,  I S

D ale V ance,  F ire &  S a f ety

8 / 2 3
D orissa G arcia ,  

Commu nity G o v ernment
J ose L opez ,  L a w  &  O rder

8 / 2 4
B renice K aisem,  L a w  &  O rder

J ef f rey M anu el ,  
P arks &  R ecreation

8 / 2 6
L orenz o H olcomb ,  

L a w  &  O rder

8 / 2 7
B lanca B riones,  

H u man R esou rces
G ary Carr,  M aintenance

M ichelle G arcia ,  
E arly Childhood

8 / 2 8
D arren P eters ,  
F ire &  S a f ety

8 / 3 0
Candi Chav ez ,  S anitation
L iane I g lesias ,  E d u cation
Christopher J ohnston,  I S

8 / 3 1
S heryl G rothe,  L a w  &  O rder

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1

Aribella Vincent
2

Jennifer Boehm
Jessica Narcia

Wynema Vincent

3

4
Amelia Antone
Jaxson Brown
Nicole Delma
Nathan Enos

Aliyah Vincent

5
Yondell Antone

Anthony Narcia, Jr.
Rachel Peters

Esperanza Santiago

6 7
Haylee Delma
Alicia Gomez

Joanne Stephens
Daniel White

8
Raiden James

9
Joanna Acosta

Stephanie Vincent

10

11
Jessica Corella

William Narcia
Tommy Pablo
Christian Soliz

12
Rocio Castro

Ava Quinonez
Joshua Zepeda

13
Arrow Bowman
Azalyna White

14 15
Daniel Pablo

16
Brandon Dean
Virginia Mejia
David Oliver

Christopher Vincent
Lashey White

Jospeh Zabawa

17
Chaning Hoffman

Johnny Perkins

18
Juan Lopez

George Lopez

19
Jasmine Kaniatobe

Lisa Miller
Amanda Narcia

Anthony Narcia, Sr.
Owen Santiago
Florine Vincent
Delora Vincent

20 21
Doria Garcia

Armida Mattia
Sharon Pablo

Colleen Padilla

22
Reginald Delores

Nancy Hernandez
Cruz Machado
Lorice Manuel

Michelle Narcia

23
Dorissa Garcia
Jacoby Warren
Jeffrey Manuel

Michael Peters, Jr.

24

25
Janaya Lopez

26
JoAnn Hulse
Denise Lewis

27
Barry Thomas

28
Wilson Antone
Darren Peters
Stewart Peters
Stacey Smith
Delila Villegas

Jacob Vincent, Jr

29
Frankie Carlyle

30
Arnulfo Bandin, III

Candi Chavez
Amiyah Deleon
Amare Santiago

31
Misty Quintero

A P P L I C A N T S  C A N  N O W  
A P P L Y  O N L I N E !

Visit Ak-Chin Indian Community 
website (www.ak-chin.nsn.us) and 

click Job Openings to review or 
apply for an open positi on. If you are 
claiming Indian Preference, proof of 

tribal enrollment MUST be submitt ed 
at the ti me of applicati on.

•  A r c h a e o l o g i s t
•  Deli Clerk full-� me (5)
•  L a n g u a g e  C o o r d i n a t o r
•  Police Offi  cer - Cer� fi ed
•  T r a n s i t  M a n a g e r

O p e n  t o  E n r o l l e d  A k - C h i n  
Members Only
•  B r e a k f a s t  C o o k  -  E l d e r  

Program (closes 8/6/19)
•  A r t  T e c h n i c i a n

EMPLOYEE UPDATEEMPLOYEE UPDATE

Karen Gardner
Shift Supervisor

Vekol

Teri De La Cruz
Injury Prevention Specialist

Health Education

Happy Birthday to you 
Granddaughter Esperanza S. 

So glad for you on your 18 teen day. 
God bless you on your day. Celebrate it 

but don’t go crazy.
Love you all, Grandma Connie S.

Anthony, my son
Happy Birthday and many more 

in the years to come. God bless you 
now and forever.
With Love, Mom

Happy Birthday to 
my granddaughters Jennifer and Rachel, 

and my grandson Christian
Love, Grandma

Show opener Ben Haggard is 
the youngest son of country 
music legend Merle Haggard. 
Expect some Merle classics 
and a few Ben originals. 

Doors open at 7:00pm, with 
showtime at 8:00pm. Tickets 
start at $44.50. Clint Black is 
an 18 years and over show.

The Events Center, which 
opened in early 2019, seats 
2,000 people and is part of 
the Casino’s multi-million-
dollar renovation.

Tickets for all shows are available at https://www.
ticketmaster.com/harrahs-ak-chin-casino-tickets-
maricopa/venue/204909

LEFT: Rock and metal bands Great White and Slaughter will rock the Harrah’s Event Center on 
Friday, September 6. ABOVE: Rock band Lifehouse performs for one show on Friday, September 
20. ABOVE RIGHT: Country music male vocalist Josh Turner brings his classic country to Harrah’s 
on Saturday, September 28. 

Harrah’s continued from page 8



In a show packed with big 
bands, 6-time Grammy Award-
winning artist Beck brought 
the house down with his 
iconic radio hits and boundless 
energy for the Sunday, July 21 
“Night Running Tour” stop at 
Ak-Chin Pavilion in Phoenix 
with co-headliners Cage the 
Elephant. 

I had the pleasure of 
experiencing the VIP 
Premium Seating for an 
intimate evening at the venue. 
The seats were so close to 

the artists that you could feel 
the bass emanating from the 
speakers. Live Nation and 
Ak-Chin Pavilion staff were 
friendly and accommodating 
and VIP parking was close to 
the venue.

The Lexus VIP Club was a 
relaxing oasis between bands 
with cozy seating, a local 
acoustic act and a private 
wrap-around bar. 

Opening the night were 
Starcrawler, a glam punk 

band, and Spoon, who could 
have headlined the tour just as 
well. “Thank you, Ak-Chin- 
am I saying that right?” asked 
Spoon lead singer Britt Daniel, 
to which the crowd responded, 
“Yes!” Daniel continued, “I 
read about Ak-Chin today!”

Cage the Elephant is a band 
that I played often as a DJ 
on WONC 89.1 in Illinois. 
Their singles, “Come a Little 
Closer,” “Ain’t No Rest for 
the Wicked” and “Trouble” 
are popular tunes quietly 

etched in the psyche of music 
listeners as fans at the venue 
enjoyed singing along.

Beck started his set with his 
classic, “Loser,” which had 
the packed pavilion beaming 
with memories. He delighted 
fans with his most well-
known standards such as “The 
New Pollution” and “Devil’s 
Haircut,” as well as his new era 
of singles, “Wow,” “Dreams” 
and “Saw Lightning.” 

Beck brought the finale to a 

euphoric experience for those 
in seats, as streams of bright 
white ticker tape confetti 
floated in from the stage to the 
VIP section and beyond.

“People from Phoenix are just 
a little bit closer to the sun,” 
said Beck. “Desert people 
know how to take it a little bit 
higher.”

Beck brings party to Ak-Chin Pavilion 
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• Experienced Line Cook

• Experienced Server

• Experienced Bartender

• Experienced Nightclub/
Sports Bar Server

NOW 
HIRING

Interested candidates may apply at 
UltrastarAkChin.com 

or pick up an application at 
UltraStar’s box office. 

Story and photo by C. Picciuolo

Confetti released into the crowd as Cage joined Beck.




