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2023 Ak-Chin Indian Community Council
Swears in Garcia, Lopez and Peters

Tuesday, January 3, 2023, the Ak-Chin Indian

Community held a Swearing In Ceremony for

the three newly-elected Council members.
Lisa Garcia is being sworn in, as her aunt

Mildred Narcia holds the bible.

Gabriel Lopez

granddaughter.

2022 Ak-Chin Masik Tas
celebrates with action-
packed entertainment

Story by R. Peters, photos by Runner Staff

AK-Chin celebrated its
2022 birthday with a
full-blown Masik Tas
schedule, after a two-
year absence, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Events were tightly
planned  for  pretty
much all of December,
beginning with a spiritual
run and traditional games
on December 4, followed
by the ever-popular
All-Indian Elder Chair
\olleyball  tournament
on December 7.

The weekend of
December 9-10
welcomed an All-Indian
Adult Co-ed Volleyball
tournament, Fun Run/
Walk, Light Parade and
AKk-Chin Youth Council
events.

December 16-18 had a

jam-packed  schedule,
with a Basketball
Tournament, rodeo
events, carnival/fun

zone and petting zoo.
There was a line up of
great entertainment to
get everyone feeling
festive, from traditional
dancers, singers and
chicken scratch bands
to Latin Grammy Award
winners Kumbia Kings
and Grupo Metal.

Ak-Chin  Masik Tas
All-Indian Men’s and
Women'’s Basketball

Tournament had close to
30 teams coming to the
community, with games
starting on Thursday,
December 15.

Sunday’s games went
well into the evening with
Ballhogs winning the
women’s championship,
Outsiders placing
second, and Unknowns
third.

For the men’s
tourney Warriors won
championship,  second
place was Ruff Ryderz,

and OTF for third place.

The Jr. Rodeo, held on
Friday, December 16,
brought out many young
cowboys and cowgirls to
compete in the various
events.

Ak-Chin participants
included; Jose Lopez
(Stick Horse Barrels/
Sheep Riding), Caleb
Ugalde (6-9 Goat Tail
Pull/Ribbon Roping/Calf
Riding), Yael “Yaya”
Ramirez (Sheep Riding),
Paislee White and her
baby brother Malakai
White (Sheep Riding),
Oliver Peters (Sheep
Riding), Abraham Jose
(6-9 Ribbon Roping/Calf
Riding),

Pate  Justin  (10-13
Ribbon Roping), Rope
Justin  (10-13 Ribbon
Roping/Breakaway/
Team Roping/Steer
Riding), Zachary Garcia
(14-17 Ribbon Roping)

AKk-Chin Youth Council

Photos by Runner Staff - turn to pages 4 & 5 for more photos

We held the Chudth on
December 14th, at the
Old Vaila Site.

We had about 50 people
in attendance, consisting
of Community members,

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

singers and  dancers
from the O’odham Sister
tribes, as well as Miss &
Jr. Miss Gila River.

We started the evening
playing Traditional
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Stick Games “Gins” &
“Komai”. Attendants
played games for prizes
and were taught the rules
of the game, how the
games originated, and
what their significance is
to the O’odham tribes.

Once the sun went down,
we began serving coffee,
hot chocolate, posole,

is being

sworn in,
accompanied by his daughter Kateri and

Cecil Peters is being sworn in, while his
sister Elaine Peters holds the bible.

Cake was served after the ceremony.

2022 Ak-Chin Wild Horse Race Champions, L-R: Ryan Justin (stock
contractor) Nicholas Anderson, Nikolai White, Domonique White and
Delbert White. (More photos on pages 4-5).

Chizzum Justin (14-17
Ribbon  Roping/Team
Roping) and Domonique

White  (14-17 Team
Roping).
For many of these

youngsters it was the first
time participating.

Abraham Jose won first
place for the 6-9 Ribbon

Roping, receiving a
buckle and cash award.

Pate Justin placed second
in the 10-13 Ribbon
Roping, while her brother
Rope took second and
third in the 10-13 Team
Roping and second in the
Steer Riding.

“Yael “Yaya” Ramirez

was surprised by the
big white scary sheep,”
Grandma Yolanda
Miranda shared. “This
was Yaya’s first rodeo
but not his last. He is
looking forward to the
sister tribe rodeos. Yaya
is working on his speed,
strength, riding, and
roping ability for the
next rodeo.” Cowboy Up

Masik Tas continued fo page 2

host Masik Tas Chudth

Story submitted by Joseph Davis, Ak-Chin Youth Council Coordinator

and menudo to try and
help everyone stay warm.
Singers from Ak-Chin,
Gila River, and the
Tohono O’odham Nation
began sharing songs
from their communities,
as everyone came up to
dance the night away.

We ended the event with
our giveaway dance,
where we gave away
various items such as
household items, snacks,
and jewelry.

In conclusion,
Coordinator Joseph
Davis shared some

words enlightening the
community visitors on
what we’re celebrating,
and what Masik Tas
represents to those here
in the community.

President Doria Garcia
sent everyone off with

a heartfelt thank you to
those who came out to
join us, and she was able
to reflect on not only
the Chudth, but each of
the events that the YC
sponsored throughout the
month.

“It has brought me great
joy to see our Youth
Council host our 1st
ever Chudth (Gathering)
in the AK-Chin Indian
Community.” Doria
began.

“We would like to thank
you all who came out
to help celebrate our

Ak-Chin  Masik Tas,
especially our fellow
Sister Tribes.

We felt with us hosting
this event, it was going to
be a ‘wake-up’ call to us
as O’odham to reconnect
with our ‘games’,

‘songs’, ‘dances’, and our
Him-Dak.

It is very vital that we
continue to  practice
our respected ways as
Ak-Chin, Akimel, Onk-

Akimel, and Tohono
O’odham to keep our
history and ‘way of

life’ alive to our future
generations and so on and
so forth.”

On behalf of the Ak-Chin
Youth Council, we hope
ALL who attended our
events took something
away from it, or learned
something new about our
O’odham Him-Dak.

We once again want to
‘THANK YOU ALL’ for
the outpouring love and
support towards the Ak-
Chin Youth Council. May
you all have a fun and
safe Happy New Year!!!
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Hello,

My name is Janice Anderson; I live in the
AK-Chin Indian Community. I am searching
for possible volunteers to participate in one of
two focus group discussions or an individual
interview on American Indian Caregivers. The
study is for my dissertation project at Grand
Canyon University. Participants must meet
specific criteria, which are outlined below.

I am authorized to give a $30 gift card to
recruited volunteers.

RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS
American Indian Caregivers

JANICE ANDERSON, A GRAND CANYON
UNIVERSITY DOCTORAL STUDENT, IS
RECRUITING 31 AMERICAN INDIAN
CAREGIVERS FROM THE AK-CHIN
INDIAN COMMUNITY AS VOLUNTEER
PARTICIPANTS INASTUDY TITLED

AMERICAN INDIAN CAREGIVERS

The purpose of this qualitative descriptive study
is to explore how American Indian caregivers
describe their experiences practicing physical,
mental, spiritual, and emotional traditional
healing methods when caring for chronically ill

American Indians in the Southwest United States.

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE STUDY, YOU...

e Must be 18 years old or older.

e Must be an American Indian caregiver.

e Must live within the Ak-Chin Indian
Community.

e Must provide care to an American Indian
with one or more chronic illnesses.

e Must agree to share your experiences.

e Must agree to be audio-recorded.

e Must agree to sign an Informed Consent
form.

e Must commit approximately 60 minutes to
the study.

e Answer optional demographic information.

If you do not meet the volunteer criteria outlined
above, you are not eligible to participate.

IFYOU’'RE INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY,
CONTACT:

Janice Anderson

January 6 - 19, 2023
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Polar Express shares stories, cookies and gifts

Submitted by Ak-Chin Library

The return of the tins and a handful
Polar Express program of Squishmallows.
activities included an The library  served
actual “reading” of the an assortment
book, Polar Express Vekol cookies with
by Matt Cross, Library hot chocolate

Technician and good oI’ marshmallows.

BINGO. BINGO prizes Express participants had
were wrapped Christmas a chance to select from
gifts, a few holiday a variety of Christmas

Polar

mugs to use for their
hot chocolate and take
home! We had 28
Polar Express fans that
attended the event. The
highlight of the evening
was all children who
attended was given a
raffle ticket for a chance
to win a Mongoose

Expo scooter with safety
accessories! The library
was able to raffle off
6 scooters! We were
hoping for a visit from
the Grinch, but everyone
was having such a good
time playing BINGO, we
ran out of time!

Community Toys for Tots

distribution

On December 22, 2022 Community families
received gifts, courtesy of Toys for Tots. Toys
were provided for children aged 0-17, with a

Masik Tas continues from Front

Later, on Friday, spectators were
in for a real treat as the Bull Bash
was scheduled, with Open Bull
Bash, Open Novice Bull Riding,

third place.

participant Nicholas Anderson,
as they won first, second and

Photos by T. Marshburn

convenient drive-up. The event was held at the
old fire building.

kicked off on Friday with Papago
Warriors in front of Ak-Chin
Circle Amphitheater. Saturday
brought the Kumbia Kings and

Email:

Cell phone: 520.404.4317

Brieakfastglunchivent

6 Pancakes,
Scrambled

Egg, Bacon,
Fruit | Zuppa
Toscana Soup
w/Sausage,
Potato & Kale,
Romaine Salad,
Bread Sticks,
Cherry Cobbler

9 Chicken

Fried Steak,
Scrambled Eggs,
Biscuit, Orange
Slices | Split
Peas w/Ham,
Sweet Potato/
Potato, Brown
Rice, Pop Over,
Peaches

10 Oatmeal,
Boiled Eggs,
Toast, Mix
Berries | Salad
Bar, Potato
Soup, Rolls,
Plums

11 Breakfast
Casserole, Toast,
Avocado Slices,
Cantaloupe |
Fish or Chicken
Sandwich,

Lima Beans,
Beets, Blueberry
Cobbler

12 Boiled Eggs,
Grilled Ham &
Cheese, Scones,
Pineapple

| Squash
Casserole,

Wild Rice,
Romaine Salad,
Mandarin
Oranges

13 Cream
of Wheat,

Boiled Eggs,
Toast, Banana
| Chicken
Tortilla Soup,
Quesadilla,
Lemon Cake

16 — Martin
Luther King
Holiday -
Center Closed

17 Boiled Eggs,
Bacon Avocado
Slices, Toast,
Mix Fruit |
Chicken Fajitas,
Mexican Rice,
Pinto Beans,
Brownies

18 Waffles,
Scrambled
Eggs, Potatoes,
Fried Apples |
White Beans,
Pork Chop
(D), Sauteed
Spinach,
Roasted
Vegetables,
Fresh Cut Fruit

19 Oatmeal,
Boiled Eggs,
Toast, Pears

| Red Chili
Stew, Carrots,
Romaine Salad,
Apple, Oranges

20 Scrambled
Eggs,
Hashbrown
Casserole,
Sausage Toast,
Yogurt | Indian
Taco, Lettuce,
Tomato, Cheese,
Jell-O

** Menu items
subject to
change**

and Open Women’s Steer Riding
competitions.

We had two strong-willed women
participate in the Women’s Steer
Riding, sisters Brianna Peters
and Alexis Lopez.

December 17-18, the Open Wild
Horse Race, All-Indian Rodeo,
Open Rodeo welcomed the adult
cowboys and cowgirls to Ak-
Chin Circle Arena.

Ak-Chin  had a slew of
participants: Nicholas Anderson-
Nikolai White-Dominique White
(wWild Horse Race), Joseph
Zabawa, Jr. (4 Tribes Team
Roping), Joe Zabawa (Century
Team Roping) and Tami Justin
(Ladies Team Roping).

Wild Horse Race Team Ak-Chin,
made history, with first-time

“They cleaned house” shared
proud dad Delbert White of
Nikolai and Domonique.

“Nobody crossed (finish line)
but them so they took 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place. 1st was buckles
and cash, 2nd would have been
embroidered bags sponsored by
Dion Nozie of Team Nozie and
cash, and 3rd would have been
cash but they got all of it.”

Joseph Zabawa Jr., also won a
little cash for placing third header
in the 4 Tribes Team Roping.
Tami Justin won 2nd, heeling in
the Ladies Team Roping.

Although the weather was cold
and rainy at times, that did not
stop people from coming out to
enjoy the FREE rodeo, carnival
rides, fun zone and petting zoo.

Entertainment for the weekend

Grupo Metal. There was also a
fire-works show scheduled on
Saturday.

Sunday’s entertainment included
traditional dance groups, singers
and chicken scratch bands Chaka
n Friends and Gertie and the T.O.
Boyz.

2022 may have come to an end,
but many are still relishing and
reminiscing about all the fun that
was had at this year’s Masik Tas
2022.

Congratulationsto all participants
and winners for 2022 Ak-Chin
Masik Tas.

Special Thanks to Justine, Tyaun,

Delila, Lyndsey, Justin, and
Kerriana for providing coverage
on all events, photos and

coverage were outstanding!

Huge thanks to Diana and
Rebecca for staying on
top of all print orders and
working hard to ensure
customer satisfaction!!
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| Grinchmas s siem
Newspaper of the I event was in full swing.

Ak-Chin Indian Community The Grinch Stopped

©2023
Story and photos by T. Marshburn bY to do arts_and crafts
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy with the kids. They
Maricopa, Arizona 85139 enjoyed hot cocoa, and

decorated picture frames
that would hold their
special memory with the
Grinch courtesy of the
Runner staff.

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
MONDAY - FRIDAY
PHONE: 520256821375
FAX: 520°568°1376

E-MAIL: Parents and staff AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
runnernews@ak-chin.nsn.us watched as the not so ONE (]_) VACANCY FOR THE
. grumpy Grinch not only AK-CHIN HOUSING BOARD
Alichin O"ocham Runner stole Christmas but stole
Phc;foioyumansfs: the hearts of the kids in VACANCY OPEN TO AK-CHIN
Tyaun Marshburn the community Ak-Chin. COMMUNITY MEMBERS ONLY
Graphic Artists:
Diana Carlyle and Reminder: Community Members can only serve

Rebecca Rosoff on three (3) Boards, Commissions, or Committees

Christmas House Light Contest | mamumn stany given time.

Delila Villegas

Story by Ak-Chin Recreation, photos by D. Villegas

Ak-Chin Tribal Council The Ak-Chin Housing Board:
Chairman: Robert Miguel Flrst Of a”’ thank you to Members and Res|dents and on dlsplay for a" 1. Ensures Compliance with the hOUSing programs,
ice Chair: L | Vi . . . . L o >
Viee Chair: Lemuel Vincent | o)) that registered into our ~ stepped up by spreading  to see the beautiful and which include but are not limited to all Ak
Sl Bl : . . Chin Community homes, Housing and Urban
Lisa Garcia, Gabriel Lopez | Annual Xmas Contest! holiday = cheer  with creatively decorated ’ )
' . . Development (HUD) homes and Tax Credit homes
and Cecil Peters colorful holiday lights, houses throughout our : o . . :
flatabl d Chri Vill in coordination with the Community Council.
Regular Contributors: There were amazing Inflatablesand C nstmas  Village. 2. Is responsible for preparing recommendations to
Ak-Chin: Cultural Resources, | homes registered in the themed_ movies the Community Council for approval or denial of
Education, EPD, Health Parks & Recreation’s categories! Drum roll please...... Housing Board actions/decisions.
Ed”¢°“°’j&r Him'DG';: Library, | Annual Xmas House Congratulations to the | 3- Isresponsible for ensuring that all established
Health & Human Services, N ) B . . . . .
Recreation & MUSD. Lights Contest. Winners were judged 2022 Annual Xmas pogcr']es regarding Lease_ compliance, 'fsl'lde”t:s“ss
on creativity, originality House Lights Contest Z:foré’e’ge care and maintenance are followed an
The Ak-Chin O’odham . ioti i :
Runner is published on the Many Community and artistic endeavors, ~Winners. 4. Taking timely action on all Housing Board related
first and third Friday of matters
each month. 5. Preparing for and attending all meetings and
1 trainings of the Board.
The “Runner” is delivered Dlsney &
to all residents and Themed . ) X . .
SemerTae o e Aldii Reqwrement.s. All m'Ferested parties who f:leswe to serve
Indian Community, as well on the Ak-Chin Housing Board must submit a letter of
as surrounding community interest detailing why they are interested in serving on
businesses, interested groups 1st Place: the Ak-Chin Housing Board. In your letter of interest,
and subscribers. Lillian please note which Board, Commission, or Committee
ou currently serve on, and when your term expires.
All information and original Shade y y 4 P

work contained in this

newspaper is copyright and Community employees must also submit

may not be reproduced documentation from their supervisor allowing them to
without written permission serve on the Ak-Chin Housing Board
from: 2nd Place:
ety Oee e [tz N Please send all letters of interest Attn:
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy ancy Ak-Chin Community Council

Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Carlyle ATTN: Victoria A. Smith
ANNOUNCEMENTS 42507 W. Peters & Nall Road
Announcements and wishes Maricopa, AZ 85138
may be phoned in, faxed
or e-mailed. . Deadline to submit letter of interest is
Classic Friday, January 13, 2023 by 5:00pm.
ARTWORK, LETTERS, Themed.
STORIES )
The Ak-Chin O’odham THE AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY HAS
Runner is a Community 1st Place: THREE (3) VACANCIES FOR THE AK-CHIN
Newspaper and encourages .
Community involvement. Sandra Shade GAMING COMMISSION
If you have artwork, photos, All interested individuals are eligible to apply; however
poems or a great story that Ak-Chin members will be given first preference.
you would like to share,
please contact us so we Reminder: You may only serve on three (3) Boards or
G AV AL Commissions or Committees maximum at any given time
newspaper. Also, if you have 2nd Place: ‘

suggestions or comments C d ) o )
about “YOUR” newspaper, andi QUALIFICATIONS: The Community Council is seeking

let the Runner Staff know Chavez individuals with the following qualifications:
that too. 1. Must have knowledge or possess the ability to learn
the Ak-Chin Gaming Compact, Code and Harrah’s/
Ak-Chin Casino Resort Management Agreement.
2. Demonstrate the ability to understand and apply the
Ak-Chin Gaming Compact, Code and Harrah’s/Ak-

All submitted letters MUST
be signed by the author and
are limited to 200 words.
Authors must also include

their name, address, and Chin Casino Resort Management Agreement, and
phone number. Names can 3rd Place: the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.
be omitted by request. ) 3. Must have the ability to learn and understand the

Anonymous submissions will Aaron Peters

Federal, State, and Community regulatory processes
not be accepted.

pertaining to the Tribal Gaming Agency and Harrah'’s

We reserve the right to edit Casino Resort.

ol sulsifined) getesiel G 4. Must possess a valid Driver’s License.

clarity, grammar and good

taste. All submissions should Requirements: All interested individuals must submit
be received as typed or a Letter of Interest detailing why they are interested in

non-cursive writing. Please
do not submit UPPERCASE or
formatted paragraphs.

serving on the Ak-Chin Gaming Commission. Community
employees must submit documentation from their

Comedy supervisor allowing them to serve on the Ak-Chin Gaming
Submitted pictures need a Themed: Commission. In your letter of interest, please note which
return address and brief ’ Board, Commission or Committee you currently serve on,
description. Pictures with no and when your term expires. All interested individuals
address will remain on file. 1st PI . must be able to successfully complete a background
Aler7 2 SeE Bi7er (e, st Flace: check and obtain an Ak-Chin Tribal Gaming License.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE Vera &
2023 Subscription rate is Mark Pablo Please send all letters of interest:
$33.75. If you would like Ak-Chin Community Council
to receive the “Runner” by Attn: Victoria A. Smith
mail, please send a $33.75 42507 W. Peters & Nall Rd.
check/money order to: Maricopa, Arizona 85138

Ak-Chin O’odham Runner

16600 N. Maricopa Hwy . . . .
Maricopa, Arizona 85139 Deadline to submit letter of interest is

Friday, January 13, 2023.

Make check/money order 2nd Place
payable to:
Ak-Chin Indian Community M al‘la
Antone
Don't forget the (Sme |tt6d
DEADLINE for the
January 20 - phOtO)

February 2, 2023
issue is due by
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH

Please submit all
announcements, wishes, etc.

no later than 3rd Place

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH Stephame

Material submitted after the V|ncent
JANUARY 13TH DEADLINE
cannot be guaranteed
placement. If appropriate
and relevant, it will be
included in the next issue.
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Happy 6tk bathday to my Egui

JOB OPENINGS

such a ymarl and caring (illle gisl, even
with thal altilude of a leernager, bul J weeldn't

 Senior Planner

* Airport Operations  Economic
Technician Development « Sr. Network fae i g ther ] 9 tove gt freves m
e Detention Officer - Analyst Systems Specialist Spotonia O
Certified and Non-  » General Worker « Wastewater Love, Mo
Certified e Security Guard (5)  Treatment Operator Vppsg Birthdng o g grdsons Nosin and
Please visit our website at www.ak-chin.nsn.us, for Job Openings, to review the job posting Eduward “"i"‘ﬁ mm 51“”“‘“

and apply. If you need assistance, please call Human Resources at 520-568-1050.

JANUARY 15" - 19™ BIRTHDAYS

EMPLOYEE BIRTHDAYS JAN.1-19
January 17th

1-Jan
Timothy Nanstiel, Tribal Gaming
3-Jan
Johnny Ramirez, Environmental Protection
5-Jan
Christopher Beginski, Fire & Safety
Andrew Jimenez, Sanitation

DelRoy Narcia, Law & Order o,

6-Jan
Jose Miguel, Sanitation
Henrietta Rubio, Law & Order
7-Jan
Wayne Allison, Law & Order
Steve Peters, Retail
9-Jan
Jennifer Hill, Law & Order
10-Jan
Gilbert Celaya, Law & Order
11-Jan

Octavio Machado, Community Government

13-Jan
Elizabeth Chavez, Elderly
Teri De La Cruz, Health Education
15-Jan
Veronica Armadillo, Maintenance
Jordan Lopez, Parks & Recreation
17-Jan
Celest Soliz, Law & Order

January 1st
Duane Narcia

January 2nd
Azlynn Carra
Jolene Campbell

January 4th
Jaianna Pilone
Stephen Narcia

Skyler Luna
Alexandra Osife

January 5th
DelRoy Narcia
Joseph Pilone

January 6th
Heaven Coble
Yolanda Melero-
Moroyoqui
Jose Miguel Sr.
Joseph Narcia

January 7th
Brandon Smith
Kevin Villegas
Gabriel Pablo

January 8th
Jessica Zabawa
Ethan Humeyumptewa
Ashley Manuel

January 9th
Paden Marsh
Jennifer Hill
Jose Balderrama
Leo Thomas

January 10th
Jack Tittes-Long
Jason Luz

January 11th
Octavio Machado
Edward Rocha

Bradley Miguel
Euphrasia Mike
Persephanie Antone
Mylaunah Robles

January 12th
Celiyah Antone

January 13th
Ezri Miguel
Ella Lewis
Amarissa Garcia
WAV ERERRER )

January 14th
Karli Hoffman
Kimberly Smith

Teresa Valisto

January 15th
Carmella Ortiz
Jakob Thomas

January 16th
Karly Campbell
Dallaz Jackson-Narcia
Verdina Aguilla
Eduardo Santiago

Ryder Narcia

Logan Tittes

Dawn Lewis
Stacey Yarberry

January 18th
Sanya Enos
Richard Joaquin
Dominique White
Nathaniel Enos

January 19th
Perla Corona
Rosalino Ormsby

pirthday
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Masik Tas

Entertainment

Gertie and T7.0. Boyz
Grupo Metal featuring Chris Perez

Chaka N Friends

Kumbia Kings Papago Warriors

Everyone gathers for the Social Dance
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